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Chapter-One

1. Introduction to Devghatdham (Shrine)

1.1 Background

1.1.1Religious Importance

1, 1,2 Historical Importance

1.2 Present Situation of Devghat Area

1.2.1 Geographical Condition (Location)

1.2.2 Climate

1.2.3 Agriculture and Livestock

1.2.4 Road

1.2.5 Power Supply

1.2.6 Drinking Water and Drainage 

1.3 Presently Available Facilities

1.3.1 Transport

1.3.2 Dharmashala (Shelter)

1.3.3 Health Services (Hospital) 

1.3.4 Education

1.3.5 Security (Law and Order) Situation

1.3.6 Market Management

1.3.7 Kalpabas (Meditation) Arrangement

1.4 Condition of Temples, Ashrams and Caves etc

1.4.1 Devghat Beni Confluence

1.4.2 Temples of Archeological Importance 


a. Chekreswor Temple


b. Kalika Temple


c. Bhairab Temple


d. Ganesh Temple


e. Surya Temple


f. Bagiswori and Panchadewal Temple


g. Ganeshsthan Temple


h. Maulakalika Temple

1.4.3 Temples of Tanahun District

1.4.4 Temples in Chitwan District

1.4.5 Temples in Nawalparasi District

1.5 Major Problems of Devghat Area

1.5.1 Unwanted Activities

1.5.2 Inadequate Land

1.5.3 Lack of Preservation and Reconstruction

1.5.4 Lack of Income Generating Activities

1.5.5 Problems on Service and facilities

1.5.6 Lack of Abidance of Religious Norma

1.5.7 Lack of Integrated Plan and Coordination

1.6 Resolving Measures

1.6.1 Enforcement of Social Standards

1.6.2 Preservation of Land

1.6.3 Arrangement for Preservation and Reconstruction

1.6.4 Arrangement of Income Generating Activities

1.6.5 Plan on Service and Facilities

1.6.6 Laws for Abiding by Legal Norms

1.6.7 Integrated Plan and Coordination:




Chapter-Two

2. Development of Devghat Area: 

2.1. Need of Development in Devghat Area:

2.2. Efforts Made for Development:
2.2.1 Efforts Made by Government:



A. Physical aspects:



B. Social aspects: 



C. Economic aspects: 



D. Implementation aspects:

2.2.2. Efforts Made from the Private Sector:
2.3 The Concept of Master plan:

2.4. The Background of the Master plan:

2.4.1 Objectives of the Master plan:

2.4.2 The Four Borders of Devghat Area:

2.4.3 Amended Four Boundaries Incorporated by the Plan:

2.4.4. The Territory of Devghat Area :-

2.4.5 Division of Devghat Area: 

a. Core Religious Area:

b. Sub-Core Religious Area:

c. Outer Area:

2.4.6. The Concept of Phase Wise Development:

Chapter -3: Proposed Plans of Devghat Dham

3. Plans on Physical Infrastructure:


3.1 Background:


3.2. Road Construction Works (DRW-03)


3.2.1 Main roads:-


3.2.2 Link Road:


3.2.3 Blacktopped Road:


3.2.4. Graveled Roads:-




3.2.5. Stones / Concrete / Brick Filled Road:-


3.2.6 Roads with 11 m Width:-


3.2.7. Roads of 8 m Width:-


3.2.8 Roads with Six m Width:-


3.2.9. Religious   Route of Circumambulation:-


3.2.10. Steps:-


3.2.11. Riverbank Footpath:


3.2.12. Cable Car:-



3.3. Bridges:


3.3.1. Suspension Bridge over Kali River (Legend – 12 {DRW-03})


3.3.2. Concrete Bridge over Trishuli River (Legend -12 {DRW 03})


3.3.3 Bridge at Jugedi and Dasdhunga:-


3.3.4. Bridge over Deuti Khola (river):-


3.3.5. Culvert on Andherikhola (river):-

Chapter 4


4. Areas Allocated for Various Projects:


4.1. Projects on Tanahun side-

4.1.1.1.1 Aghor Ashram Area (Index No. E {DRW-01})

4.1.1.1.2 Galeswor Ashram Area (Index L {DRW-01})

4.1.3 
Kalpabasi Area (Index P {DRW-01})



4.1.4 
Sita Gufa Area - (Index m {DRW-01}) 



4.1.5 
Recitation Hall – (Index L, R1 {DRW-01})



4.1.6 
Indira Ashram Area - (Index P {DRW-01})



4.1.7 
Adwaita Sanstha- (Index R1 {DRW-01})



4.1.8 
Chakreswor Mahadev Temple and Garden Area (Index W {DRW-01})



4.1.9 Devghat Dharmartha Hospital Area (Index u {DRW-01})



4.1.10 Mahesh Sanyas Ashram Area (Index x {DRW-01})



4.1.11 The Harihar Sanyas Ashram Area (Index z {DRW-01})

4.1.12 Area for New Temples (Index E1 {DRW-01})

4.1.13 Area for New Ashrams (Index D1 {DRW-01})

4.1.14 Residential Area (Index A1 {DRW-01})



4.1.15 Mixed Residential and Agriculture Area (Index B1 {DRW-01})



4.1. 16 Market Area (Index C1 {DRW-01})



4.1.17 Vegetarian Canteen (Index C1 {DRW-01})



4.1.18 Office Area (Index Y {DRW-01})



4.1.19 Community Service Area



4.1.20 Mixed Residential and Agriculture Area (Index F1 {DRW-01})



4.1.21 Planned Residential Area (Index K {DRW-01})



4.1.22 School Area (Index P1 {DRW-01})



4.1.23 Sports Ground Area (Index P1 {DRW-01})

`
4.1. 24 Park and Gardens (? {DRW-01})



4.1.25 Skill- Oriented Workshop Area (Index L1 {DRW-
01})



4.1.26 Jungle Area (Index H1 {DRW-01})



4.1.27 Cemetery Area (Index J1 {DRW-01})



4.2 Areas towards Chitwan:



4.2.1 Kalpabasi Area (Index K {DRW-02})



4.2.2 Temple Area (Index D1 {DRW-02})



4.2.3 School Area (Index P {DRW-02})



4.2.4. Ayurbedic Dispensary Area (Index k1 {DRW-02})



4.2.5. Herbs Production Area (Index V {DRW-02})


4.2.6. Library and Information Centre (Index E1 {DRW-02})



4.2.7 Open Mass Gathering (Index J {DRW-02})



4.2.8 Dabar Area



4.2.9. Bus Park (Index Q {DRW-02})



4.2.10. (Commercial Area) (Index J1 {DRW-02})



4.2.11 Community Services and Facilities Area (Index R {DRW-02})



4.2.12 Jungle Area (Index F1 {DRW-02})



4.2. 13 River Bank Area (Index M1 {DRW-02}) 



4.3 Planning Towards Nawalparasi Side: 



4.3.1 Spiritual Center (DRW-03) 



4.3.2 Fertile Land (Index 18 {DRW-03})



4.3.3 Residential Area (Index 19) {DRW-03}



4.3.4 Maulakalika Area: 



4.3.5 Temple Area: 



4.3.6 Rural Area: 



4.3.7 Picnic Spot: 



4.3.8 Forest Area (Index 20 {DRW-05})

Chapter-Five

5. Plan on Physical Infrastructure 

5.1 Proposed Plans in Core Religious Area Towards Tanahun Side

5.1.1 Beni Pond (Index No. J {DRW-01}) M

5.1.2 Crematorium/Graveyard (Index. 1 {DRW-01})M

5.1.3 Safety Bath Taking Spot Construction Works (Index. ……. {DRW-01})M

5.1.4 Mani Mukundeswor Religious Park (Index No. W {DRW-01})

5.1.5 Pond (Index No. Q {DRW-01})

5.1.6 Office Building of Devghat Area Development Committee (Index No. R {DRW-01})

5.1.7 Elderly People (Disabled) Home (Index No. A {DRW-01})

5.1.8 Elderly People Home (Able) (Index No. T {DRW-01})

5.1.9 Dharmashala (Religious Shelter) (Index No. H,T1 {DRW-01})

5.1.10 Slate/Hymn Recitation Building (Index No. G {DRW-01})

5.1.11 Nepal Mother Temple/Museum (Index No. M {DRW-01})

5.1.12 Information Center (Index No. Q1 {DRW-01})

5.1.13 Gurukul Vedic School and Hostel (Index O {DRW-01})

5.1.14 Female Gurukul (Index N1{DRW-01})

5.1.16 Ritual Service (Karmakanda) Center (Index O1 {DRW-01})

5.1.17 Hospice (Index No. B {DRW-01})

5.1.18 Hotel/Lodge

5.2 Proposed Plans Towards Chitwan Side: 

5.2.1 Religious Shelter (Dharmashala) (Index A {DRW-02})

5.2.2 Slate/Rest House (Index O {DRW-02})

5.2.3 Hawan Mandap (Index H {DRW-02})

5.2.4 Hymn Recitation Home: 

5.2.5 Elderly People Home (Index M,F {DRW-02})

5.2.6 Community Development and Service Center (Index R.{DRW-02})

5.2.7 Park and Garden (Index E {DRW-02})

5.2.8 Greater Religious Recitation Stage (Index S {DRW-02})

5.2.9 New Inn/Rest House Index O {DRW-02})

5.2.10 Lekhnath Park (Index A1{DRW-02})

5.2.11 Dilliram Baba Memorial Park (Index B1{DRW-02})

5.2.12 Drainage Processing Center (Index Z {DRW-02})

5.2.13 Graveyard (Index Y{DRW-02})

5.2.14 Electric Crematorium Home (Index W {DRW-02})

5.2.15 Hospice (Index B {DRW-02})

5.2.16 Home for those observing funeral rites (Index C {DRW-02})

5.3 Proposed Plans Towards Nawalparasi Side:

5.3.1 School Building (Index 1{DRW-05})

5.3.2 GURU RESIDENCE (Index 2{DRW-05})

5.3.3 Hostel (Index 3{DRW-05})

5.3.4 Administrative Building (Index 4{DRW-05})

5.3.5 Library and Reading Room (Index 5{DRW-05})

5.3.6 Store Building (Index 6 {DRW-05})

5.3.7 Employees Quarter (Index 7{DRW-05})

5.3.8 Religious Shelter (free of cost) (Index 8{DRW-05})

5.3.9 Religious Shelter (With Charge) (Index 9{DRW-05})

5.3.10 Cow Shed (Index 10{DRW-05})

5.3.11 Different Temples

5.3.12 Stand/Evening Gathering Place (Index 15{DRW-05}):

5.3.13 Religious/Spiritual Chowk Index 17{DRW-05}:

5.3.14 Community Building (Index 21{DRW-05}):

5.3.15 Reading Area Index 22{DRW-05}:

4.3.16 Kitchen/ Dinning Hall (Gurus) Index 23{DRW-05}:

5.3.17 Kitchen/ Dinning Hall (Students) Index 24{DRW-05}:

5.3.18 Playing Ground/Open Gathering Spot Index 25{DRW-05}:

5.3.19 Parking Index 26{DRW-05}:

5.3.20 Kitchen/ Dinning Index 27{DRW-05}:

5.3.21 Bus Park Index 28{DRW-05}:

5.3.22 Meditation Center:

5.3.23 Bath taking Spot:
5.3.24 Graveyard:

5.4 Other Plans:

5.4.1 Wedding Stage:

5.4.2 Hymn Recitation Spot:

5.4.3 Religious Shelter:

5.4.4 Hotel/Lodge:

5.4.5 Kitchen for Vegetarian:


Chapter-6

6. Sub-Core Religious Area

6.1 Archeological Areas under Devghat Dham




a. Chakreswor Mahadev Temple




b. Bagiswori Area




c. Ganesh Temple and Well




d. Maula Kalika Temple




e. Makram Danda (Mountain)




f. Satbhaiya Danda (Mountain)

6.2 Sub-Core Religious Areas:

6.2.1 Chakreswor Mahadev Temple:

6.2.2 Bagiswori Area (DRW - 06)M




a. Bagiswori Temple (Index 5a {DRW-06})M




b. Panchayan Temple (Index 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d & 5e {DRW-06})M 




c. Yogi Naraharinath Ashram (Index 1 and 2 {DRW-06})M




d. Inn/Rest House (Index 3 {DRW-06})




e. Place for Religious Recitation (Index 4 {DRW-06})




f. Picnic Spot/Play Ground Index 19 and 6 {DRW-06})




g. Ayurveda, Naturopathy, Yoga and Bio-diversity Study/Research Center (Index 


9,10 & 11 {DRW-06})




h. Office Building M(Index 8,13 & 14 {DRW-06})




i. Principal and Students Quarter (Index 12 & 18 {DRW-06})




j. Information Center | M(Index 16 {DRW-06})




k. Museum (Index 17 {DRW-06})




l. Cow Shed (Index 25 {DRW-06})




m. Motor Parking (Index 22{DRW-06})




n. Regarding Medical College: 




o. Bashishtha Ashram (Index 26 {DRW-06})




p. Other Works:

6.2.3 Ganeshsthan Area (Index 20 {DRW-07})




a) Ganesh Temple and other temples (Index 1,2,3, DRW-07): 




b) Garden and Extension of Premises (DRW-07): 




c) Kumbhi Sarowar (Pond) (Index 15 DRW-07): 

6.2.4 Maulakalika Temple (Index 1 DRW-08):  



1) Proposed Physical Plans in Siddhi Ganesh and Krishna Temple area:



2) Proposed Physical Plans in Mohan Chautari Area:



3) Proposed Physical Plans in Bagh Bhanjyang area:



4) Proposed physical plans in Mahat-Bisauni Area



5) Proposed Physical Plans in Deurali Bhanjyang Area:



6) Proposed Physical Plans in Maulakalika Temple area:



7) Proposed Physical plans in Yoga and Meditation center area:



8) Proposed physical plans in Gurukul Aashram and Gaushala area:



9) Proposed physical plans in Shanti Banbatika (Peace Park):



10)
Proposed Programs in Rural Area:



11) Pond/Garden: 



12) View Tower (Index 08{DRW-08}): 

   
                      13) Protected Monumental Area: 


                                13.3.1 Provisions of Protected Monument
   

      
                    13.3.2 Works to be carried out in Protected Monumental Area
   
6.4 Caves:

Chapter 7

Comprehensive details of Outer Area


                      7.1 Residential Area:


                      7.2 Tourism Area: 

7.3 Community Service Facility Area: 

7.3.1 Transport Facility:

7.3.2 Bridge: 

7.3.3 Vehicles: 

7.3.4 Vehicle Park: 

7.3.5 Police Post:

7.3.6 School and Play Ground:

7.3.7 Rest House and Inn: 

7.3.8 Drinking Water: 

7.3.9 Drainage and Sanitation: 

7.3.10 Waste (Garbage) Management: 

7.3.11 Electricity Service:

7.4 Rural Income Generation: 

7.4.1 Farming (Index 7 DRW-04): 

7.4.2 Fruits: 

7.4.3 Livestock: 

7.4.4 Irrigation: 

7.4.5 Market Management: 

7.4.6 Tourism Area (Index  DRW-04)

7.5 Forest Area (Index 9 DRW-04)

7.5.1 Religious Forest

7.5.2 Community Forest: 

7.5.3 Conserved Forest: 


                      7.5.4 Memorial Forest Orchard (Garden)


                      7.5.5 Botanical Garden

7.6 River Area (Index 27 DRW-04)
7.7 Park and Picnic Spot (Index 11 DRW-04)

7.8 Graveyard (Index 13 DRW-04)

7.9 Land Conservation: 

7.9.1 Study of Land Status:

7.9.2 Protection of Claimant on Land Consumption Rights: 

7.9.3 Protection of Land on Encroachment: 

7.9.4 Settlement along the River Bank: 

7.9.5 Protection of River Bank:

7.9.6 Diyalo Bungalow Area (Index 8 DRW-04)

7.10 Prevention of Soil Erosion: 

7.11 Waste Management:

7.12 Environmental Effects and Ways to its Mitigation: 

7.13 Local Participation: 

7.14 Public Awareness Creating Programme: 

7.15 Conclusion: 

Appendix Chapter:

· Charts/Drawings

· Master Plan Implementation Timeframe

· Estimated Budget Sheet of Master Plan

· Map

From the Column of Chairperson

Devghatdham which possesses wider scale of significance not only from religious point of view but also in cultural, archeological and tourism perspective is highly acclaimed as a unique holy shrine in the mid part of Nepal. Nestled in the confluence of the Kali Gandaki and Trishuli rivers originating from Damodarkunda and Gosainkunda, Devghat is regarded as the best and most ancient of the prayagas (confluence of two rivers) enriched with archeologically important places, tourism sites, biodiversity, incredible natural beauty, historical facts and public belief. 

All our Vedic literature and Puranas have declared this holy Shree Harihar Chhetra, the ancient Prayag Devghat Dham’s importance is quite high. Likewise, all the rivers flowing from the northern Himalayan region of Nepal have established the whole nation as a site of great enjoyment in religious, historical, and natural beauty. It is also explained that the banks, confluences and origins of the rivers were the sites of meditation for famous saints and sages, saintly kings as well as the abode of various gods and goddesses. Besides, it is the only place in the world where rare ammonite stones are found. All these things have substantiated the demand that the Devghatdham be scheduled in the world heritage list by recognizing the underlying treasure of the area. 

As the area has high potentials from all aspects, its proper protection and planned development is a must to promote religious tourism, to preserve the archeological treasures and to enhance its glory as a national and international pilgrimage site. Therefore, it is urgent to increase the prestige of this region by making publicity in the world of these religious areas. Keeping this thing in mind, a long-term master plan of the temple has been charted out to ensure the well-managed and planned development of the area as a centre for religion, tourism and spiritual awakening. For this, the present Devghat Area Development Committee entrusted with the responsibility of brining about development and reforms in the area has been effortful to open up various avenues for the advancement of the holy shrine with support from all walks of life. The overall development of the Devghatdham will increase our national identity and glory at international level. 

The master plan has comprehensively explored social, religious, archeological and tourism importance of Devghat, its present condition and a perspective plan to serve the objective of enhancing the holy shrine the centre of spiritual awakening where Hindu civilization could be practiced to an optimum level. The master plan has envisioned developing this area for research and study of Hindu philosophy to highlight its beauty and scope. 

The master plan developed with the special efforts of technical team and suggestions of local people and well-wishers was finally endorsed by the Nepal Government, Ministry of Federal Affairs, Constituent Assembly, Parliamentary Affairs and Culture. I would like to extend my sincere thanks for Minister for Federal Affairs, Constituent Assembly, Parliamentary Affairs and Culture Dr. Minendra Rijal and Secretary at the Ministry for endorsing the master plan and providing valuable inputs for the development of Devghat area. 

Similarly, I would like to show my indebtedness especially to former Chairperson Duo of Devghat Area Development Committee, Ram Chandra Sharma Poudel and Bishnu Prasad Dhital who had contributed enough to initiate the remarkable task of formulating the master plan and expediting its process. Likewise, other ex-chairpersons, namely Devendra Prasad Upadhyay, Ram Chandra Bhattarai, Maiya Devi Rimal (Kafle), Dr. Guru Prasad Subedi, Baburam Ghimire, including all office-bearers, members and executive directors of the previous Committees deserve thanks for their contribution to shape up the development of Devghatdham. 

Environment Planner Bharat Prasad Sharma and technical Team Leader Senior Divisional Engineer Basanta Kumar Rai also deserve heartfelt compliments for their contribution to chart out the master plan. 

Likewise, I would like to recognize continuous support and cooperation by heads of Harihar Sanyas Ashram, Mahesh Ashram and Galeswor Ashram), Non-resident Nepalese (NRN) Association, Chief District Officers, District Forest Officers, District Development Committees, Local Administrations, other line agencies of all the three districts-Tanahun, Chitwan and Nawalparasi, Bharatpur Municipality, Tanahun VDC and Gaindakot VDC, including Rotary Club, Chitwan and other organizations  in course of accomplishing the development of master plan and other works. The Constituent Assembly (CA) members and representatives of political parties of three districts also deserve thanks for their inputs for the development of Devghat. 

I would like to extend hearty thanks to all the office-bearers and members of the current Committee and the members of Master Plan Task Execution Committee, including Executive Director Chandra Dev Tiwari, Tanka Nath Poudel and Maheswor Prasad Adhikari for their indelible support and company to have the master plan endorsed and expedited its implementation. I am also thankful to Krishna Sapkota and Tirtha Bhattarai of Rastriya Samachar Samiti (RSS) for their efforts to translate the master plan from Nepali in to English. 

Last but not least, I would like to thank all the employees of the committee and those other who directly and indirectly helped Devghat to bring to this stage. 

Chairperson

Tilak Prasad Sapkota

Chairperson

Devghat Area Development Committee

Message from the Executive Director

With the sole objective of bringing the wider significance of holy shrine of Nepal, Devghat Area, into limelight at national and international level, the Devghat Area Development Committee (DADC) came into existence after the Nepal Government developed the DADC Directive in 2050 BS demarcating the periphery of 4,434 Hectares of land covering some areas of Tanahun, Chitwan and Nawalparasi. The three districts are enriched with historically and archeologically important areas, including significant temples and Ashrams. Manimukundeswor Chakrawarty temple in Tanahun, Bagiswori area in Chitwan and Maula Kalika temple in Nawalparasi have enhanced both the religious and archeological essence and significance of Devghat Area, which is being developed as a destination of pilgrims, devotees and other visitors. 

The daunting task of formulating Comprehensive Master Plan of Devghat Area Development Committee was accomplished in 2065 BS that began in 2056 BS as an initiative of developing master plan of core religious area and while its Physical Development Plan was charted out in 2052 BS. After the Devghat Area Development Committee approved the master plan in 2065 BS, the Nepal Government, Ministry of Federal Affairs, Constituent Assembly, Parliamentary Affairs and Culture endorsed the master plan containing detailed plan to develop entire Devghat area in line with its vision and goals. 

The master plan has extensively presented the current situation of all aspects of social development organizations, temples and existing physical structures in Devghat area and also incorporated future development plans and activities by explicitly giving descriptions of these plans. 

Chairpersons of Devghat Area Development Committee, who have immensely contributed from the very beginning to this date to the formulation of this master plan and for having this approved from the government, include Ram Chandra Sharma Poudel, Bishnu Prasad Dhital, Devendra Prasad Upadhyay, Ram Chandra Bhattarai, Maiya Devi Rimal (Kafle), Dr. Guru Prasad Subedi, Baburam Ghimire and Tilak Prasad Sapkota, respectively. Likewise, the minute books and other records maintained in the Committee have also clearly shown that parliamentarian Ram Chandra Poudel has been the source of inspiration in the context of developing this master plan. 

It was noteworthy that, during the formulation of master plan, office-bearers of the Committee, technical team and employees made on-site observation being present in the area and consultations were also made with locals, intellectuals, representatives of political parties, saints, Swamis (Heads of Various Monasteries in Devghat Area), including others. 

I would like to record the remarkable contribution of Environment Planner Bharat Prasad Sharma, technical Team Leader Senior Divisional Engineer Basanta Kumar Rai, office-bearers and employees of the Committee during the process of charting out master plan. 

Similarly, I would like to owe my sincere thanks to all those who were directly or indirectly involved in accomplishing this task.

Finally, I am confident that the Committee will continuously get support from all quarters to implement the master plan, which has been prepared with huge efforts and investment. 

(Chandra Dev Tiwari)

Executive Director

Chapter One

Introduction to Devghatdham (shrine)

1.1 Background:-

The beautiful and peaceful Nepal, which is on the lap of divine Himalayas, has been independent and constant on her own characteristics from ancient times.

The country is known as the country of Mt. Everest, the highest peak in the world, the country of mountains, hills and the Terai plains, the country with many highest peaks of the world, the country of many indigenous inhabitants, the country of the brave Gurkhas, the country of Lord Buddha, Sita, Bhrikuti and Aranico, the country that is a place of enlightenment of the Great Saint Ne Muni, and the country of Lord Pashupatinath, with many diversities including in respect to religion. Although there are many religious faiths here, people here observe religious tolerance, but most follow the Vedic Sanatana Hindu religion. There are many famous pilgrimage sites and shrines here from Mechi in the east to Mahakali in the west, the Himalayas in the north to Indian border in the south. 

The main shrines in Nepal are Devghat area, Barahachhetra, Janakpurdham, Pashupati area, Lumbini, the birthplace of Lord Buddha, Muktichhetra, Sworgadwari, Khaptad area etc, which are not only important in local and national level religious areas but also in historical and tourism point of view. Therefore, it is urgent to increase the prestige of this region by properly protecting and preserving and making publicity in the world of these religious areas which are important also in archaeological point of view.

Of these religious areas, Devghat Dham is an important religious pilgrimage site in Nepal. Located almost in the middle of Nepal, this shrine, which is a confluence of Kaligandaki and 
Trishuli Rivers, is regarded important not only in religious but also in historical, cultural, archaeological and touristic point of view.

 In this connection, the government of Nepal has constituted a Devghat Area Development Committee (DADC) in 2050 BS. For the development of the overall area of Devghat including the confluence of the Kaligandaki and Trishuli rivers 'Beni'  at the meeting point of Tanahun, Chitwan and Nawalparasi districts of Nepal, and gave the responsibility of developing the ar

1.1.1 Religious Importance
We can classify the importance of this area in two separate parts including religious and historical. All our Vedic literature and Puranas have declared that this holy Shree Harihar Chhetra, the ancient Prayag Devghat Dham (shrine)’s importance is quite high in religious point of views. The Baraha Puran has explained many names of holy and important shrines of this area. For example:-Siddhashram, Shambhutapoban, Saptarshi Tapoban, Dewat, Barahachhetra, Hariharchhetra, Shalgram Chhetra, Adiprayag, Kadambatirtha, Siddharhada, Devnadisambeda, Devghattadham, Gajendratirtha, Trikutachal, Chakratirtha etc. as per these holy names, gods’ holy characters are also linked in this area. 

The Baraha Puran also mentions that the god Indra and associated gods, saint like Narada, Bramharshi like Bashistha, Gandharbas like Biswabasu, Saptarishis like Kasyapa and all the gods and goddesses of Nepal as well as Pashupatinath visit the Devghat Dham with their consorts, especially on various festivals.

Thus, all the rivers flowing from the northern Himalayan region of Nepal have while carrying on their own properties and legends, established the whole nation as a site of great enjoyment in religious, historical, and natural beauty. Various Puranas explain that the banks, confluences and origins of the rivers were the sites of meditation for famous saints and sages, saintly kings as well as the abode of various gods and goddesses.

As lord Shiva, the god of gods, lives in the Devghat Dham, along with his associates including Pramatha, Devghat, which gives everything a devotee desires, is called a Devatirtha or the pilgrimage site of gods.

Or, whatever pilgrimage sites are there on earth giving auspicious benefits, taking a holy bath at Tribeni in the confluence of Devghatta River, gives more auspicious benefits than in all others.

The Devghat is a group of pilgrimage sites which is a confluence of river Krishna Gandaki which originates as the perspiration of the organ ganda of lord Krishna and river Trishuli Ganga originated from the body of lord Shiva (hair) and several other rivers. The following are the rivers converging up to this place:- 

This place which is the confluence of seven rivers including Dharmadhara (Trishuli), Yashodhara (Tadi), Biswodhara (Budhi), Shitprabha (Seti), Ratnadhara (Madi), Subarnabha (Marsyangdi), and Krishnabha (Kaligandaki), is called Devghat. These rivers are also described as the Saptamatrikas (Seven Matrikas).

1.1.2 Historical Importance:

As per the various remnants and other evidences, within this Devghat area, king of Palpa Manimukunda Sen had in 1575 BS or 35 years after his ascending the throne or in 1610 BS came to the Bashistha Gufa (cave) of Devghat, meditated and attained Samadhi (death). Of the temples now existing, the Chakreswor temple is the oldest temple of this area. The stone (shila) that King Manimukunda Sen had found while taking holy bath at Beni is called the Chakreswor shila. Now days, this is worshipped as Chakreswor Mahadev. This stone has the marks of chakra around it. In this way, we understand that the Chakreswor Mahadev was established 450 years ago. But no inscription and copper plaque, or other evidences could be found in this area to confirm this fact so far. In this very place are Chakreswor and Harihar Mandir (temple), and beautiful sightseeing places like Bashistha Gufa and Sita Gufa (caves which are full of natural beauty. This hill is called Chakranemi Parbat (mountain) as per the chapter 56 Sloka (stanza) 25 of the Himabat Khanda, this area is also called the place of origin of ammonite stone (shaligram).

The Sen Dynasty history confirms that the Palpa principality during King Manimukunda Sen was linked to Terai and up to India. A military contingent used to be stationed on the hill in the south–west of the place Devghat religious area where Manimukunda Sen had meditated, for the security of the king as well as a point for trade purposes.

As the same military contingent had established goddess Kalika at their barrack and offered sacrifices of animals by erecting a pole, the hill was called ‘Maula Danda’ (hill) and the goddess, Maulakalika, as per some hearsay. In the topographical map published by the department of survey, this hill has been mentioned as ‘Purankot.’

As the Shila (stone) of Kalika was trapped inside the roots of trees for lack of preservation, the tree collapsed in 2012 BS from thunderbolt strike and the Shila was found, and a small temple was built at the place of the tree, and that a beautiful temple has been built in 2053 BS, which has attracted devotees for darshan day by day.

We can see a heap of stones shaped like various idols (statues) (sculptures) in the Bageswor temple area near the main road to Devghat at Ward No.1 of Bharatpur municipality of Chitwan district. 

The stones came to light when Yogi Naraharinath (a renowned historian) organized a Kotihom, in the area few years back. While studying the pictures depicted in the stones and the cutting (erosion) of the stones, we can understand that they are from the middle ages. 

Likewise, the area of the Ganeshsthan temple premises is also regarded as of archeological importance, but more detailed studies and researches are needed of these areas. 

1.2. Present Condition of Devghat Area:

 1.2.1 Geographical Condition (location): 

This area which is located in the middle part of Nepal is between 85° 22’ 30’’ and 84° 30’ 00’’ east longitude and 27° 42’ 30’’ north latitude. The geographical identity of Devghat area is the meeting point of Swetaganga (Trishuli) which flows down from Gosainkunda and Krishnaganga (Kaligandaki) flowing down from Damodar Kunda (pond) and Muktinath area. The natural diversity of this region covers inner Terai and hilly areas from 200 m to 575 metres above sea level.

1.2.2 Climate:

As this area has mostly inner Terai areas, the climate here mostly resembles with that of Terai, but because of the large rivers flowing from this area, there is some variance in the climate here.

According to the records on temperature and rain available from the Rampur campus, the maximum temperature is in the months of Baisakh and Jestha at 36.6 degrees centigrade and the minimum temperature in the months of Poush and Magh at 6.2 degrees centigrade. Likewise, the maximum rain is 413.4 mm in June and July (Asar and Saun). The south eastern monsoon comes here and is related to the climate here.

When we analyze the present context, we find that the number of those living in the jungles of Devghat area has been increasing as in other areas. Therefore, there is more public land here than registered land, but the settlement is not found systematic so far. In many places, we see deforestation and the trees are not properly utilized, and in some places some trees are left haphazardly and are decaying. We find excessive erosion in the small gorges because of the forest encroachment, which could make adverse impact in environment in the future. 

Pressure of population has been increasing in Mukunda Bazaar, Devpur and Naya Basti around the main religious area of Devghat. This has also caused hindrance to activities of the religious area.

It is clear that the main causes of this are lack of awareness, lack of formulation and implementation of concrete policies, lack of employment opportunities and lack of laws. 

1.2.3. Agriculture and Livestock

The major crops of this area are maize, millet, sesame, potato, and in some places rice in Tanahun district side, whereas rice, maize, mustard, and potato are cultivated in Ward No.1, 2, and 11 of Bharatpur municipality and Kabilas VDC in Chitwan district side and Gaindakot of Nawalparasi district. But, only 25 percent need is fulfilled by the production of his area. Looking at the animal husbandry in all Devghat area animals like cows, buffaloes, goats, ducks, chickens, pigs and hogs are reared.

1.2.4 Roads:

As for road facility, there is four km metalled road to reach Devghat from Diyalo Bungalow junction to the main religious area. There is a suspension bridge to link the Devghat of Chitwan to Devghat of Tanahun over Trishuli River, which has been providing facilities to all the people of Devghat on Tanahun side. On Tanahun district side, we find proper facilities of trekking to visiting devotees for walking on foot. There are steps from Kalpabasi area down to 'Beni', the confluence of Trishuli and Kaligandaki at Devghat, besides this, there are trails for walking on foot to Bataule, Kyundi, Pipaltar, Kalimati, Jharkhani, Gohitar and Bhuwantar of Tanahun. Similarly, there is another suspension bridge built from Jugedi to link Devghat. 

1.2.5. Power Supply 

Although arrangement of power supply has been to the religious area of Chitwan and Tanahun within the border of Devghat area development committee, difficulties are faced from time to time, as the cable is to be installed through a jungle, and no proper arrangement has been made for poles and electrical transformers. However, electricity supply is in progress in Hardi and Keladi of Nawalparasi.

1.2.6. Drinking Water and Drainage:

On water supply front, various big or small projects on Tanahun side of Devghat have been making ordinary supply of drinking water. As works are on to distribute water under the central plan of the government of Nepal, this is expected to fulfill the problem of water supply to some considerable extent. The areas with water supply constitute only 50 percent of all the development area. Although water supply was said to be done on the Chitwan side, the current project has been unsuccessful because of floods. Although ordinary supply is made from personal initiative of some local persons, it has not been done systematically. 

In this connection, the supply of water to the Maulakalika hill through electric technology is a praiseworthy deed. This has contributed much to those who go to the hill for the darshan of goddess Kalika. However, reliable power supply is needed to reach water regularly.

The plans of embankment and drainage should be further expanded for controlling soil erosion, because of the weak fabric of soil, although works on drainage are carried out in various places of the Devghat area development committee. 

1.3. Presently Available Facilities:

Five thousand pilgrims on average come to the Devghat area each month except for special festival. Individuals coming to this place come mainly for Shraddha (yearly death ritual), Bratabandha (sacred thread ceremony), and marriage and for collective study tour. 
Likewise, domestic and foreign tourists as well as pilgrims also come here to view the natural beauty here.

Pilgrims mostly come here to attend the fair on Sankrantis, new moon days, full moon days, Ekadashi, the Thulo Ekadasi, Shivaratri, Ramnawami, Krishnastami and Mondays of the month of Shrawan. Of them, Maghe Sankranti is the festival on which most pilgrims gather here. More than 200,000 people visit here on that day every year whose main aim is to take a holy dip at 'Beni'   and to circumambulate the area. The following are the facilities available so far to the pilgrims and devotees who come here in this area. They are briefly explained below:-

1.3.1 Transport:

Buses ply from Narayanghat ten times daily to the main Devghat area. Vehicles like cars, taxis, tempos, rickshaws, tractors, are used as per the need. There are two suspension bridges in Ward No.2 and 4 of Devghat over Trishuli River to enter the Tanahun district area after traveling by bus, which are used by the travelers on foot, livestock, motorcycles, and bicycles for movement. Generally, carts are used to transport goods in Devghat area on the Tanahun district side. Likewise, motorcycles and bicycles are used as means of transport. Sometimes motorboats are used to come here from Narayangadh. One can also view the sceneries here through rafting, but no any arrangement has been made for this so far.

1.3.2 Dharmashala (shelters)

Although there are no separate and systematic Dharmashalas on Tanahun side, the Galeswor Ashram Harihar Sanyas Ashram, Mahesh Sanyas Ashram, Chakrawarti Ashram and other Ashrams have provided facilities to the pilgrims to some extent. Likewise, although the shelters at and around Galeswor Ashram and Aghori Ashram have provided partial services, Dharmashala with modern facilities and Systematic ones are lacking.

 On the Chitwan side, there are Gorkhali Dharmashala, Biswoshanti Dharmashala, Laxmi Narayan Dharmashala, Tejratna Dharmashala, and Sangameswor Dharmashala, but they are not systematic either. The Marwadi Dharmashala is here is more systematic as compared to others. Upto 500 pilgrims can stay here. 

1.3.3 Health Services (hospitals):

Service is available from the only AyurVedic Hospital run through government grant on Chitwan side of the area. On Tanahun side, the Devghat Dharmartha hospital is run on the efforts of the Galeswor Ashram. Likewise, the kb health centre has also provided health service to some extent. But, there is a compulsion to go to Bharatpur hospital for special treatment.

1.3.4 Education:

There are five general secondary schools, one lower secondary, 4 Sanskrit Gurukul secondary schools, one Sanskrit Vidyapeeth (college, one higher secondary school (college,) and 10- 12 primary schools in this Devghat area, whereas some temples have made arrangement for giving non-formal education. Likewise, private sector has also made some contribution and the nearby Narayangadh Bazaar has also been contributing to this area for education.

1.3.5 Law and order:

There are two police posts one in Chitwan side and other in Tanahun side for law and order in the main religious area of Devghat. The military barrack at Diyalo Bungalow, and the nearby traffic police beat has also contributed to the law and order of this area. 

1.3.6. Market management:

Retail shops are found in this area for supply of all daily needs and materials for the local people. However, the existing market management is not enough and well managed. There is a need to systematize this market suitable to the place stopping evils and aberrations as it is not complete for the lodging and food of pilgrims, and domestic and foreign tourists who come here,  if we see the increasing pressure of the pilgrims in the area.

 1.3.7. Kalpabas Arrangement:

Kalpabasi settlers are found living in most of the public land around the river confluence toward Tanahun and Chitwan side of Devghat. At present there are 400 huts towards Tanahun and 100 toward Chitwan where such Kalpabasis reside. Even in rural settlements outside this, some Kalpabasis reside. Even in rural settlements outside this, some Kalpabasis have also settled by building private huts (hermitages).

1.4. The Condition of Temples, Ashrams, and Gufa (caves): 

 1.4. 1 The Devghat Beni Sangam (confluence):

This place at the holy confluence of the Kali and Trishuli rivers is located at six kms on the north of Chitwan district headquarters in Narayani zone. There is a legend (hearsay) that the king of Palpa Mukunda Sen had turned into a Sheela (stone) at this place when he came here for hunting. It is also said that the demise of Singha Pratap Shah, (son of Prithvi Narayan Shah) was also occurred at this holy place. A big fair takes place here on the occasion of Maghe Sankranti festival. On this occasion a large number of Indian devotees also come here and attain great piety by taking holy bath at the holy confluence 'Beni'. 

1.4.2 Temples of Archaeological Importance:

 a. The Chakreswor Temple:

The remnants and idols of the ancient temples here prove that historicity of his place. On the hilltop one km north of the confluence is the old temple of Mani Mukundeswor Mahadev. It is well known that King Mani Mukunda Sen attained Samadhi (death ) at this place. Here is a elliptical (oval) shaped stone which has natural black stripes, which when scrutinized closely is seen as if ç (Om) is written. People of religious faith regard this as the real form of 'Shiva' and worship with devotion. As the temple has been renovated we cannot say what was its old form, but it was found that while renovating construction materials used in the old temple are also used as far as possible. 

 b. Kalika Temple: 

There is a remnant of the Kalika (Durga) temple on the north within the premises of the temple described above. According to the priest this temple was also built in the same style of Chakreswor temple in this place. When we look at the place where the remnants are now, its construction materials are like that of the Chakreswor temple. Therefore, we can conclude that both temples might have been built at the period.

 c. Bhairab Temple : 

This temple is also in the form of remnants at present. This temple is also built of stones. This temple does not have any kinds of idols now. As this temple is also built in the same style of the two above mentioned temples, all the three temples seem to be built during the   medieval period. If they are not immediately renovated, it seems that their existence can also be vanished. 

d. Ganesh Temple: 

There is a Ganesh temple in the form of remnants east of the Chakreswor Temple.

e. Surya Mandir (Sun Temple): 

On the west of this premise are other ruins, where it is believed that there was a Sun temple.

f. Bagiswori and Panchadewal Temple:

On Chitwan side, there is the Bagiswori Temple along with five dewals.

 g. Ganeshsthan Temple: 

Likewise, an ancient Ganesh Temple and old well have been found at the premises of the Ganeshsthan on Chitwan side. 

h. Maulakalika Temple: 

The Maulakalika Temple premises on Nawalparasi side is also regarded as of archaeological importance. Various temples, dewals, and Ashrams have been built in this Devghat area in various times because of demand of time, human desires, conduct and devotion. Of them, some are also of historical importance. Besides this, there are temples of other gods and goddesses around this place.  
The main temples in Devghat area are as follows: 

1.4.3. Temples of Tanahun district:- 
1. Panchayatan Temple (of historical importance) 

Only the remnants of this temple are seen now. Some idols and Sheela (stones) of this temple are kept on the wall around the temple where the Sheela of Mani Mukunda is kept.

2. Pashupati temple (near the confluence) 

3. Ganga temple (near confluence)

4. Aghori Ashram (near confluence)

5. Sita cave (of historical importance)

6. Bashistha Gufa (of historical importance)

7. Durga Gufa (old) 

8. Jyotirlingeswor Shiva Mandir (temple), Galeswor Ashram (old)

9. Yagyashala (Galeswor Ashram premises)

10. Satya Narayan Mandir (Chakreswor Ashram premises)

11. Bidyeswor Shiva Mandir (temple) (Mahesh Sanyas Ashram)

12. Durga panchayatan Mandir (near Sanyas Ashram)

13.  Harihar Mandir (Harihar Sanyas Ashram)

14. Ram Mandir (Ramananda Ashram)

15. Sankat Mochan Hanuman Mandir (near Harihar Sanyas Ashram)

16. Satya Narayan Mandir (Shri baisnav Ashram)

17. Badri Narayan Mandir 

18. Kedar Mandir (bridgehead)

19. Jal Kunda (pond), Sandhe Bagar 

20. Laxmi Narayan temple, Dunde 

21. Shesh shaiya Bishnu Mandir 

22. Kalpabasi Ashram Area

23.Siddhakali temple (old)- Jharkhani, Devghat-4

24.Kali Mandir (old)- Kalimati,  Devghat-4

25.Kali Mandir, Kalika community forest, Devghat-4

26.Laxmi- Baraha Mandir, Devpur Bhateri Devghat-4

27.Bishnu Paduka temple, Devpur Bhateri Devghat -4

28.Chhabdi Barahi temple, Devghat-4

29.Jaldevi Mandir, Amrauli, Devghat-4

30.Hanuman temple, Ahal Danda, Devghat-4

31.Kamaladevi temple, Kyunditar Devghat-4

32.Nagdev temple (to be constructed new), Kalimati,  Devghat-4

33. Muktinath Temple Devghat

34. Various Kuldevata (clan god) temples, Devghat-2

35.Uttar Bahini Gandaki (of religious importance), Devghat-4, Jharkhani. 

1.4.4. Temples of Chitwan District: 
1. Sangameswor Pashupati temple

2. Hanuman Mandir (big and small idols)

3. Shri Sitaram temple

4. Shankaracharya temple

5. Bishwoshanti Mahayagya (Yagyashala temple)

6. Akhanda Deep (eternal flame) and Astadasha Puran Temple

7. Laxmi Narayan Temple

8. Radhakrishna Temple

9. Radha Sarbeswor Bhajanashram

10. Radha Madhav temple (Sharanagati Ashram)

11. Shiva Temple

 12. Kalpabasi Ashram area

13. Sankalpeswor Hanuman temple

14. Asta Chaitya Bajrakuti and Dechen Tharbalinga Buddhist monastery

15. Yogi Naraharinath Ashram Bageswori temple premises

16. Ganeshsthan and temples around

17. Radhakrishan temple

18. Gorakhkali temple

19. Durga temple.

20. Ishwori Mai temple 

21 Buddha temple

22. Siddhi Ganesh temple

23. Kamaleswor Shiva temple 

24. Saraswoti temple

25. Budhanilkantha temple

 26. Harihar temple

27. Shiva temple

28. Biswokarma Temple

29. Santoshi Mata Temple

30. Guhyeswori temple

31. Gauraswor Pashupati Temple

1.4.5 Temples of Nawalparasi district

 a. Maula Kalika temple (located at Maula hill)

 b. Laxmi Nrisingha Dibya Dham

 c. Laxmi Narayan Temple

 d. Radhakrishna Temple (Prateek Brindaban)

 e. Shukadev Bhagawata Shram Temple

 f. Gopeswor Shiva temple

 g. Gopidham

h. Surya Kunda (pond)

1.5. Main Problems of the Devghat Area:

As Devghat Dham is a religious site, the problems of this area are related to religious activities. The main problems of this area are as follows:
1.5.1 Unwanted Activities:

Prohibition has been imposed in this area to slaughter animals, consume alcohol, sell and distribute alcohol, fishing, hunting and the like. But, it is found that some people consume alcohol and sometimes make noise, and quarrel.This has made negative impact on the dignity of this area known as a land of peace. As this can cause negative influence on people living as Kalpabas and pilgrims coming from far and wide, this tendency should be completely controlled.
1.5.2 Inadequate Land:

Land is inadequate for implementing development projects and for the housing of the Kalpabasis, whereas encroachment has increased for lack of protection of public land. If we could not utilize such public land by managing it, land encroachment will further increase and difficulty will be posed to development works. As problems will multiply, if this is to continue, the committee should go ahead with its management.

 1.5.3 Lack of Preservation and Reconstruction:

The temples of Puranic and religious importance are in dilapidated condition for lack of proper maintenance and reconstruction of the various temples of gods and goddesses in this area for lack of preservation they need to be preserved and reconstructed. 
 1.5.4. Lack of Income Generating Activities

Because of lack of skill – oriented and business oriented works within the area of the Devghat Area Development Committee (DADC), the income of the people there depends only on agriculture.Although there is enough land for agriculture, farmers have not been able to garner benefit for lack of irrigation and proper market, which has increased unemployment problem. Besides this, the problem here is also the lack of alternate income generating activities. 

1.5.5 Problems on Services and Facilities:
No any arrangement has been made to address the problems faced by the pilgrims and to sustain their high pressure who come to attend the fair and take holy baths mainly in Maghe Sankranti and other festivals. The main problems are lack of proper lodging and food facilities, lack of systematic power supply, lack of reliable drinking water, no proper and systematic arrangement for funeral rites, no facilities for those coming for holy dips, etc. Need for taking proper step immediately has been perceived to address the above mentioned problems.

1.5.6 Lack of Abidance of Religious Norms:

Another main problem is lack of concrete legal arrangement for the development of his area. Some problems are also seen arising because of lack of awareness in the people in abiding religious and legal values in the society.

1.5.7. Lack of Integrated Plan and Coordination:

 Although various temples and shrines and organisations have started works on development of this area, the plans are seen haphazard because of lack of their operation in integrated manner as well as lack of coordination.

1.6. Resolving Measures:

The following methods are to be adopted to address the problem.

1.6.1 Enforcement of Social Standards: 

There is a need to work out social standards and to implement it immediately, so as not to allow any untoward activities within this area.

1.6.2 Protection of Land:

There is a need to select appropriate land for the implementation of any plans in this area and to protect public land in time. For this, works should be moved ahead by coordinating with concerned bodies and stakeholders.

1.6.3 Arrangement for Preservation and Reconstruction:

It is necessary to make proper preservation of remnants, memorials, caves and temple and shrines of archaeological importance of this area in time. Likewise, it is necessary to gear ahead works for reconstruction of some dilapidated temple. 

1.6.4. Arrangement of Income – Generating Activities:

Arrangement should be made for providing opportunities for income generating works for the employment of persons of impoverished classes and low income group living around this area.

1.6.5. Plans on Services and Facilities:

Mainly, it is needed to make proper arrangement of food lodging and food facilities for addressing high pressure and problems faced by pilgrims coming here. For this, comfortable Dharmashalas, systematic power supply and reliable water supply should be arranged.

1.6.6. Laws for Abiding by Legal Norms:-

The Devghat Area Development Committee (DADC) should be made legally stronger and effective to complete the development works in a planned manner in the area. For this, a separate act should be formulated and enforced.

1.6.7. Integrated Plan and Coordination:

All plans to be constructed in this area should be under this master plan, and for this, implementation should be done by coordinating with various bodies and stakeholders. Arrangement should be made to stop haphazard construction in private level and human encroachment. Chapter 2
2. Development of Devghat Area: 
2.1. Need of Development in Devghat Area:

It is a duty of each nation and its citizens to conserve, and promote the ancient and archaeological heritages of area which have become the nation's identity.     

This Devghat area is important in both religious and archaeological point of view. But as no preservation and promotion could be done of this are, some of the idols, temples, inscription and other important heritages have already been disappeared in the vast earth. For this reason, it is urgent to protect the unique, natural environment and develop necessary infrastructure as per the norms of this area. 

* As Devghat area is important in religious, historical and tourisms point of view, development in this area is urgent for the protection and promotion of this area.

* Development of his area is not only urgent but indispensable for protecting the faith, nurtured by the people related to Hindu culture in this world, as it is a sacred Hindu pilgrimage site, a well known in the scriptures such as Vedas and Puranas related to Nepal's Sanatana culture.

* Human encroachment is increasing by the day uncontrollably in public land where as residential pressure has been increasing in his area as in other parts of the country, if planned development of this area is not thought about in time, it will be difficult to implement any programmes in the future and its negative impact can be made on every sectors.

* We can easily understand that development of this area is urgent from frequent special direction made by the then kings Mahendra and Birendra for the development of Devghat area as well as from various efforts made by government and non government sides.

2.2. Efforts Made for Development:
 The main responsibility of a nation is to protect and promote areas that have historical and cultural importance within the country. The evidences of increasing attraction to this area is that it was preferred by Sadhus and Saints as a land (spot) for meditation since ancient times, and that fairs take place here on various festivals. But it is indeed sad that no conservation and promotion began in this area until 2022/ 2023 BS and the existing temples, caves and Kalpabasi areas and settlements continue with the trend to vanish on the vast earth because of natural and human causes. This is proved by the fact that some Majhi ( fishermen ) families came to the Devghat area around 2000 BS and settled in the jungle and operated boats and adopted fishing as a means of livelihood, but no preservation and development or other activities recorded prior to this have been known.

2.2.1 Efforts Made by Government:

The development of his area began in 2022/23 BS, when King Mahendra allocated 1,000 ropanis of land for the religious site in Devghat area. In connection with implementing this, the Plot Nos. 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99 and 100 of Devghat- 2 Kha of Tanahun district were registered in the name of various gods and goddesses, Kalpabasi area and hostel.

The following was the directions given, when submission was made to the then King Birendra on Jestha 14, 2044 BS after a task force constituted on it made a study tour of the area.

1. Stop encroachment of government land rampant in Devghat area at present.

2. Encourage even the private sector by formulating separate plans to develop Devghat area as a religious, and tourism area.

3. Demarcate the area by fixing borders on four directions. Immediately complete the necessary mapping and surveying. Also prepare the details whether or not land should be acquired while fixing borders. 

4. The government checks whether the distillery being established near Devghat shrine is running or closed. Examine, how far the distillery is from Devghat area.

5. No industry be allowed to open and run unless government permits any industries by fixing a place and distance from the certain area.

6. Government should specify through notice to contact zonal office or district office while working in connection with running projects on Devghat, which is situated at the meeting point of Tanahun, Chitwan and Nawalparasi districts of Gandaki, Narayani and Lumbini zones respectively.

The following decisions were taken in the meeting held at the office of the then Guthi Sansthan on Asadh 2, 2044 BS in connection with implementation of the direction:-

a. Request the Home Ministry to send effective orders to the chief district officers of the three districts, Chitwan, Tanahun and Nawalparasi and the zonal commissioners to make necessary arrangements to stop encroachment continuing in the Devghat religious area. Request the ministry of forest and soil conservation to order DFOs of all the three districts to immediately control the destruction of the forests in the area and to ensure the protection of natural environment of the religious site.

b. Decision made from minister level so as not to allow pollution into Narayani river from distilleries.

c. A budget of Rs. 150,000 (Rs one hundred fifty thousand was directly released on 2044- 1- 31 BS in the name of topographic survey division from the ministry of finance for mapping by demarcating possible inundation area if the Sapta Gandaki Hydel Project of Devghat area is launched. 

The ministry of water resources had informed through its letter dated 2045-8-1 BS that the inundation area of the Saptagandaki project would be upto 754.4 ft (230 m) above sea level.

d. On the Direction No. 16 (Cha) which mentions Devghat religious site, the Home Ministry had informed through its letter dated 2045- 8- 20 that the district office Chitwan was fixed as the contact office.

e. The Devghat Area Development Committee meeting on 2045-6-26 BS had decided to work by incorporating the following physical, social, economic and implementation aspects while working in a planned manner in Devghat area.
A. Physical aspects:

Designing and fixing specifications of drinking water, electrification, Dharmashala, roads, suspension bridges at Hardighat over Kaligandaki and Jugedighat over Saptagandaki, embankment, river control, conservation of forests, forestation, gardens, shrines and temples, houses and buildings.

B. Social aspects: 

Stop production and consumption of alcohol, completely within in the proposed area of Devghatdham. Stop animal sacrifice, fix funeral ground, stopping organizing picnics, and parties within the religious area etc. discourage quarrels between family couples in conjugal life.

C. Economic aspects: 

The committee prepare internal procedure by setting up a fund under Devghat development committee and depositing grants given by the government, contribution from donors, Guthi land and amount raised from Guthi land in the fund.

D. Implementation aspects:

Set up an office of the committee with technical units of physical planning, technical unit of forest and forestation, administrative unit, Asuli Tahasil Section on trust revenue, and statistics and records section, and arrange a review meeting hall. Keep profiles and statistics of Kalpabasis living in Devghat Dham, keep profiles including pictures of those contributing to the development and construction of Devghatdham. Keep the glimpses of annual programme of the Devghat Development Committee. Include the description of Devghatdham, festivals and their importance. Work out course of action to implement the following for work performance of the Devghatdham:-

They are -- formation of the religious assembly, festivals and fairs operation sub-committee, talks programme and Bhajan recital sub-committee, cooperation and conference sub- committee, death fund operation sub- committee, guest service, lodging and food sub-committee, Shastriya Satsang, Ved, Shastra, Gyan Gurumandal sub – committee, daily worship and prayers sub-committee, food storage sub-committee, publicity sub-committee and demarcation of the Ashram area, etc. 

 The letter from the Gandaki Zonal Office dated 2045-8-24 BS states that the Devghat master plan has delineated four borders of the religious area, and incorporated estimated expenses as to how much should be spent in what areas including the main religious area, tourism spot, administrative area, residential area, roads, drinking water and electricity.

The letter of Guthi Sansthan dated 2045-9-6 BS, the decisions made on 2045-9-21 BS on strict abidance of forest security action plan, a committee to be formed under the convenorship of secretary of the Ministry of Housing and Physical Planning with finance secretary, water resources secretary, education secretary and executive chairman of Guthi Sansthan, and the decisions of the meeting under the chairmanship of chief secretary on 2045-2-10 BS have been mentioned.

2.2.2. Efforts Made from the Private Sector:
Efforts have also been made in the development of Devghat area from the private sector. Recent history has it that king of Palpa Mani Mukunda Sen has done something for the development of the sacred land. After that, famous Yogi Galeswor Baba (saint) chose this area for meditating here coming from Galeswor of Myagdi. 

In this connection roads and temples were also built in this area from his inspiration. We also find that there was special contribution of Yogi Narahari Nath, Dilliram Bramhachari, Swami Paramananda and others in the development of this area. 

However, all these efforts were not in planned manner. Therefore, the Devghat Area Development Committee (DADC) has brought the concept of master plan realizing the need of a long term and planned development.

2.3 The Concept of Master plan:

In this way, the government seems to move ahead for the long term development of this area by constituting a Devghat Area Development Committee (DADC) as per Part 43 supplementary issue 69 (A), Part 3 of the Nepal Gazette published by the government of Nepal on Chaitra-4, 2050 BS. Passing through various phases of development of the Devghat area, the main objective of the DAD Committee is to move ahead the development of this area as mentioned in the gazette. The plan on the development of this area started after the responsibility of its planning was handed over by the committee to a planning task force on physical development to formulate plans for its development accordingly in 2050 BS.  

2.4. The Background of the Master plan:

As the Devghat area was vast with great religious significance, the vision on its development as a systematic religious site had been there for a long time in the past. 

As a result, the meeting of the DAD Committee held in Kathmandu on Baisakh 19, and 20, 2052 BS formed a steering committee of the Master plan Preparatory Committee represented by various sectors to perform the works of the master plan.

Suggestions were drawn from discussion, after presenting at the high level meeting held in Kathmandu on 2052- 5- 28 of the DADC in the presence of the then speaker Ram Chandra Poudel, MPs, ministry secretaries and departmental heads after preparing a framework of the physical development plan of Devghat area by undertaking on-the-spot inspection and study of the area by the task force from 2052 Ashadh – 2052 Bhadra BS, under the supervision of this very committee.

Thus, a preliminary framework of physical plan was prepared in 2052 BS in view of the area’s physical infrastructures, natural landscapes, religious and cultural activities, tourism and historical background for the sustainable development of the area.

The extensive master plan works were started by targeting the core religious area in 2056 BS in view of the framework thus prepared.

2.4.1 Objectives of the Master plan:

* Developing the Devghat area by keeping intact its religious, archaeological, historical and natural importance as a systematic and well facilitated religious tourism area. 

 * Making the area systematic by controlling the haphazard settlement as it has made negative impact in the area day after day.

 * Discouraging encroachment of the forest area 

* Renovating, preserving and promoting all the shrines and temples in his area without altering the unique natural landscape of Devghat area. 

* Developing this area as a well- facilitated religious / spiritual site of meditation and an attractive tourism area by developing physical infrastructure for the comfort of all the devotees coming to see this area.

* Undertaking necessary works for keeping river water of Trishuli, Kali Gandaki and Narayani pollution free in upstream and downstream out of the Devghat Development Area.

* Emphasizing the development of a person’s moral character by discouraging the activities such as that affect religious works and spiritual thinking which have been increasing at present in Devghat area due to increasing population.

 * Conducting programmes for socio-economic welfare of the various communities and nationalities living in the area by incorporating them and making physical development for their facilities.

2.4.2 The Four Borders of Devghat Area:

The Devghat Area Development Committee (DADC) was constituted under the Ministry of Education and Culture and Social Welfare in accordance with Part 43 additional issue No. 69 (a ) of the Nepal Gazette published by the Government of Nepal on Chaitra 4, 2050 BS and four borders in each direction of the Devghat area were also published.

We should understand the following areas by the term ‘Devghat Area’:-

1. All the areas of Ward Nos. 2 and 4 of the Devghat VDC of Tanahun district.

2. Kabilas VDC, east of Bharatpur Municipality Ward No.1 of Chitwan district, Gaindakot VDC of Nawalparasi district on the west, Devghat  VDC of Tanahun district on the north and Ward Nos. 2, 3 and 11 of Bharatpur Municipality on the south, areas within these four boundaries. 

3. Areas within these four boundaries – Narayani river on the East of Ward No. 1 of Gaindakot VDC of Nawalparasi district, Jhabardi VDC Ward No. 4 on the west, forests on the north and Narayani river on the south.

4. Areas within these four boundaries- Kali Gandaki on the East of Gaindakot VDC Ward No. 3 of Nawalparasi district, forest on the west, Kali Gandaki on the north and forests on the south.

(From Nepal Gazette Chait 4, 2050 BS)

2.4.3 Amended Four Boundaries Incorporated by the Plan:

The area incorporated by the DADC falls in three districts -- Tanahun, Chitwan, and Nawalparasi. The following is proposed in the area falling on these districts as per amended four boundaries of the plan:-

A. Tanahun district:

All the areas of Ward Nos. 2 and 4 of Devghat VDC. Its eastern and southern border is Trishuli River. The border to the west is Dundhe Khola (river) which converges into Kaligandaki and to the north is Jarayo Khola, which converges into Trishuli River. All the areas within those borders including religious areas, other settlements and forest areas have also been included in the plan.

B. Chitwan district:

All the areas of Ward No.1 Bharatpur municipality, areas upto bypass on the north via the Narayani lift irrigation of Ward No.2, the areas west of the road to reach concrete bridge of the river, towards the edge of the Narayani river under Ward No.3, Ganeshsthan and Bramhatol under Ward No.11, the areas upto drinking water tank of the highway towards north, and areas South of the Tinthute of Kabilas VDC and those upto Trishuli river from the Narayangadh – Mungling road.

The areas are north Beni to Trishuli river and upto Tinthute of Mungling – Narayanghat highway via Trishuli river, Tinthute to Bhateri via highway, east upto old drinking water tank via highway from Bhateri and upto Bramhatol via the trail within the jungle east of water tank and on the south upto Narayani river via main canal of Narayani lift irrigation at Bramhatol, similarly, areas towards the west, from Beni of Devghat area upto pump house via Narayani river and further south upto Narayani bridge at Mahendra highway via the road of the river bank from the back side of the bus park, and all temples, shrines, jungles and residential areas fall under the plan.

C. Nawalparasi district:

The areas of Ward Nos. 1, 2 and 3 of Gaindakot Adarsha VDC upto Mahendra highway on the south, Kaligandaki road way towards west, Narayani river in the east, the Maulakalika hill, Hardi Keladi and Makram Danda (hill ) and areas upto Kaligandaki river, on the north.

2.4.4. The Territory of Devghat Area :-

Total land area of Devghat Area – 5434 hectares

Religious area 



– 244 hectares

Residential area


- 592 hectares

Tourism area



- 134 hectares

Forest area



- 3140 hectares

River area



- 340 hectares

Sandy river bank


- 292 hectares

Town area



- 83 hectares

Botanical garden


- 125 hectares

Model village



 – 115 hectares

Park




 -197 hectares

Camping area



 – 73 hectares

Gaushala 



– 12 hectares

Yog/ naturopathy


- 36 hectares

Gurukul Ashram 


– 35 hectares

Diyalo Bungalow


- 36 hectares

2.4.5 Division of Devghat Area: 

This outlines of physical planning has been prepared in view of the existing physical infrastructure, lifestyle, natural landscape, religious activities, tourism and historical background for the proper and sustainable development of the area. Besides this, environment has been given the most priority in the concept of the plan. The main reason for this is that the main attraction of Devghat is river water and peaceful environment of this place, there will be no meaning of the plan if the water in the area and peaceful environment are hampered while making the plan, therefore, priority is given to the environmental factor while making the plan.  Besides that, as the Devghat area has more importance on the basis of religious faith, the main aspect of the plan is also religious.

 The total area of the plan which mainly focuses on religious activities has been divided into three parts:-

A. Core Religious Area:

Under the core religious area, regarding the main 'Beni ' confluence of Devghat as the centre, the areas in Tanahun side Badri Mandir (temple) in the east and Chhetri Tole path and upwards and Bhaleni gorge east of the Kalika temple and upto Deuti Khola (river) in the north, on Chitwan side- the main religious area of Devghat in Bharatpur municipality Ward No.1 and Dabar gorge and upto eastward gorge of Sitaram Sanskrit Secondary School and the Keladi area of Nawalparasi. In this area, mainly all the religious activities are given priority.

B. Sub-Core Religious Area:

Of the above areas, the Bagiswori Temple premises, Ganesh Temple premises of Baseni towards Chitwan and Maulakalika temple premises towards Nawalparasi district fall under sub–core religious areas. These are also important areas in archaeological point of view. 

C. Outer Area:

The areas within the four boundaries of the Devghat, but outside the main religious area mentioned above, fall under outer areas. Under this area are besides religious activities, rural settlements, trade and business, entertainment, tourism etc. 

This physical structure of the plan has been prepared in a mostly circular shape by taking 'Beni' the confluence of kali and trishuli of the core-religious area as the nucleus.

While formulating plan for the development of the Devghat area, works have been done in three days.

1. Formulating plans on physical infrastructure.

2. Allocating areas for implementation of various plans

3. Making necessary plans for the physical construction of the shrines and temples.

According to this, the Devghat area has been divided into areas and sub-areas on the basis of the proposal of the action plan team (task force). If we are able to go for implementation with study of each sub areas by undertaking detailed engineering survey design, the objective of the plan would be fulfilled on one hand and would contribute to sustainable development of the area on the other.

2.4.6. The Concept of Phase Wise Development:

It has been perceived that the development of Devghat area should be undertaken phase wise as per the master plan. The main reason behind it is that this area covers large and extensive area and therefore such large projects should be done phase wise.

This plan envisions various areas, and as works of all the envisioned sub-areas cannot be done simultaneously, they have to be done phase-wise on priority basis.

Moreover, in a poor country like outs, such plans are not possible to accomplish at once from economic pint of view, even if possible in other aspects. That's why it should be done phasewise, and even the master plan is being prepared phasewise, in this concept the master plan team has so far been successful in preparing extensive master plan of only the core religious area. If this plan could be implemented within twenty years, of its preparation, the master plan task force will be regarded as successful.

The details of all the areas and structures incorporated in this plan are as follows:-

 (For detailed information, please see the implementation schedule in the index part)

Chapter -3

Proposed plans of Devghat Dham

3. Plans on Physical Infrastructure:

3.1 Background:

Physical infrastructure master plan has been prepared separately in Tanahun, Chitwan and Nawalparasi to construct various physical structures as and infrastructure necessary for implementing the master plan. Cost estimate has also been prepared of the physical structures besides the physical infrastructures. This can be quite useful for preparing detailed engineering design and estimate of these works during the construction of these physical infrastructures. The master plan on the physical infrastructure of the Devghat area has been prepared as follows: -

a. Construction of various roads 

b. Construction of bridges 

c. Construction of bathing platforms and funeral rites site in the confluence

d. Construction works on other infrastructure

The cost estimate of all the above mentioned physical infrastructure and structures are presented in the schedule included in this master plan. The 20-year action plan as well as working schedule prepared with an objective of gradually implementing the master plan and for arranging necessary budget, have been attached here. The timeframe can be altered if necessary budget is arranged.

3.2. Road Construction Works (DRW-03)

Primarily, the construction of roads seems quite important bedsides construction of other physical infrastructure in order to materialize the master plan. Roads have been proposed mainly in the master plan to move from one place to another in various important places, dewals, temples, shelters as well as various religious areas, tourism areas, residential areas inside the entire plan area. The following roads have been proposed mainly within the Devghat area:-

1. Main road 

2. Link roads 

3. Paths of various width 

4. Steps 

5. Ropeway

 3.2.1 Main roads:-

These roads are proposed 11 m in width. Enough width has been arranged in the proposed main roads which are proposed within this area so as not to acquire land in case of widening road in the future. The main roads are divided into three categories given below as shown in the master plan.

A. Proposed motorable road

B. Existing motorable road improvement

C. Existing track road improvement

A. Proposed Motorable Road:-

Roads with 11 metres of width are proposed as motorable road. This road is proposed from Devghat Thimura road and British camp at Gaindakot old ferry road) to Hardi via Keladi. The road has been planned with an objective of running two-way transport. Only 5.3 km has been proposed now to link the above mentioned pints. Besides his, concept has been made for building a bus park at lower Bhateri of Hardi. The carrage way of the road thus built will be 7.0 metre wide.

B. Existing Motorable Road Improvement :

The existing motorable roads shown in the map of master plan are now in an operating condition. Proposal has been made in view of the need of improvement to the roads as they do not have enough width and the condition of the road too is vulnerable. Of these roads, it has been proposed to maintain 11 metres as right of way to the main roads from east – west highway at Gaindakot to British camp and foothill of the Ganganagar hill, the existing Anptadi- Devghat road coming to Devghat area, and the main road at Ramnagar and main road to Thimura. The width of such roads will be 11 m. Therefore it is necessary to blacktop the carrage way of these roads, and arrange surface drainage.

C. Existing Track Road Improvement:

Most of these roads are within the area of Devghat under Tanahun district. Presently, the width of the main road and that of the others within this area vary from place to place. Population is increasing in the Devghat area for the past some time. Therefore, realizing the above matters, it has been proposed to maintain 11 m as width to give the main roads a definite shape, as they might be narrower in the future. 

Although, the roads are much wider in the present condition, they will have a utility in the future. The 11 m of the road has been, thus proposed to be divided: one metre each on both sides for drainage has been allocated. In 2 m width in the middle, space has been allocated for planting trees like Ashok, Gulmohar that beautify the road but do not grow very tall, whereas 3.5 m each wide road has been conceptualized on both sides.

This would provide two-way traffic for vehicles and commuters and would be easy for pilgrims coming daily for attending fairs. Only very few land would have to be added if it is to be widened both ways in the future. Fort this, the DADC should specify building construction standards with provisions only to allow construction of houses out of the certain line (set back) at the side of the main road.

3.2.2 Link Road:

Likewise, link roads of various kinds have been proposed within the territory occupied by the DADC, which have been shown in Map No. 2 and 3. The width of the roads under this has been fixed 8 m and 6 m. The link roads have also been divided into three categories as follows:-

a. Proposed Motorable Road:-

Mostly these roads are proposed in Ward Nos. 2 and 4, in Thimura model village on left bank of the Trishuli River falling in Devghat area of Bharatpur Municipality Ward No.1 and in Gaindakot side to link the 11 m road. The actual mapping of the road can be done only after detailed survey study of the area. Once this road is completed, it is supposed to develop as a ring road. The length of the proposed road will be about 4.25 km. This needs arrangement of surface drainage on both sides, the road also probably needs two bridges/culverts, whose detailed specification can only be determined after survey.

b. Existing Motorable Road Improvement:

Under this, it has been proposed to maintain the width of the presently motorable roads 6 m and 8 m. Of them, some roads are used by graveling in the local level. But the condition of the roads does not seem satisfactory. Some of these roads are inside the Ramnagar town area and some in the inner parts of Gaindakot. Therefore, it seems necessary to make them motorable by improving them. Similarly, construction should be allowed only out of setback line as per the standard beyond Right of way of the road.

If this is done, it will be easier to widening the road on the basis of pressure of vehicle in the future. Thus the estimated length of the roads proposed for improvement comes out to be 4.1 km. Works should be done by working out design and estimate after its detailed studies. 

c. Existing Track Road Improvement:

The width of the existing roads seems to be different in different places. Such track roads are all the rest of prevailing roads, except for the main roads to be maintained as 8 m and 6 m wide as per the need of the future. 

The width of the roads is sub divided into various functions. Of which, 1.5 m on each side of the road is allocated for planting trees and 3 m in the middle is allocated for use by the commuters. This facilitates to maintain certain width of road within Devghat area and can be widened if needed in the future. The total length of these roads comes out to be 21 km. The actual length and cost estimate can be determined only after detailed survey. Such kinds of roads are mostly in Tanahun district areas and some in Hardi area of Tanahun.

Such roads are categorized into four kinds on the basis of construction technology. These roads are in inner (core) religious area and areas linked to this under Tanahun, Chitwan and Nawalparasi districts, which are as follows:-

a. Blacktopped road

b. Graveled road

c. Stones / concrete / bricks road

d. Steps

3.2.3 Blacktopped Road:

Blacktopped road has also been included in the master plan map. These roads are very few within Tanahun area. When roads are blacktopped, not only it increases the quality of road but also brings improvement in environment. Cost estimate has been prepared for this, which is included in the table, and which can be useful for budget arrangement. These roads have been shown in the map of the master plan. Works should be done by coordinating with line agencies to implement the road construction and improvement of the roads as per the master plan.

Thus, the width of the proposed roads has been maintained from 6 m to 11 m. The estimated length of these blacktopped roads is 17-18 kms. Most of these roads are in use so far.

 3.2.4. Graveled Roads:-

Plans have been formulated to build graveled roads as an alternate to the blacktopped ones, because of difficulty in use of mechanical equipments and with an objective of observing austerity in cost. These roads are mostly within the Tanahun area. This plan was made as the mechanical equipments to be used in blacktopping works cannot be taken to the place. The estimated length of these roads is 17-18 kms, these roads are shown in master plan map. The width of these roads is planned as 4 m to 8 m. Cost estimate have been prepared also for these roads. This estimated cost will help in budget appropriation. Works should be done in coordination with concerned bodies and other NGOs for implementation. 

3.2.5. Stones / Concrete / Brick Filled Road:-

These roads are planned to provide road facilities in all the religious, archaeological, touristic and historical area like the main pilgrimage sites, temples, Dharmashalas and Kalpabasi area within the core religious area. The width of such roads is planned as 4 m to 8 m as shown in the map. While constructing these roads, broad stones, or concrete blocks or bricks will be used as per the availability of the materials for construction. These kinds of roads are also shown in the master plan map.The estimated length of thee road sis proposed to be 15-20 kms. The cost estimate of these roads has been included in the table. Such kinds of roads are more in Tanahun side.

 3.2.6 Roads with 11 m Width:-

a. Beni – Jugedi religious road: 

Proposal has been made in the map to expand the road to Sandhebagar from Ghinatar via Devpur to a width of 11 m, as well as to Beni from the Jugedi bridgehead on Tanahun side via Gohitar, Jharkhani, Kyunditar, Bataule and Mukunda Bazaar. The length of this road is about 8.5 km and it should be constructed gradually. Concept has been made to build Chautaras in between, arrange drinking water and comfortable toilets as per the map fixed by the master plan in each km of the road. At present, concept has been made to develop this road as a Beni-Jugedi religious road and to plant religious trees in between this road. Quick initiative is needed to develop the land in the area where this road links the Jugedi side of Chitwan. 

The suspension bridge of Jugedi that links this road also links this road to Mungling- Narayanghat highway. Concept is made to develop this bridge into a concrete motorable bridge in the future for the facilities of transport. Similarly, another concept is made to link this road to Mungling – Narayanghat highway via Thimura Ramnagar by constructing a concrete bridge over Trishuli River from around Thimura and Ghinatar. The road thus constructed to the concrete bridge and to link the Mahendra highway is also proposed to make it 11 m wide.

b. Anptari- Devghat Motorway:

Proposal has been made to expand to 11 m the road from the recently built entry gate of Anptari to the Devghat suspension bridge on Chitwan side by expanding the blacktopped road so as to facilitate movement of enough vehicles.

However, this road has been proposed 25 m wide in the plan of the Department of Roads.

 This road was mentioned specially in the master plan in view of the need to expand it to two – lane by improving it, as it becomes quite narrow during festivals and fairs. Together with widening of road, it is urgent to arrange Bus Bays and develop Chautaras at places and conserve greenery on both sides of the road by prioritizing religious trees to maintain greenery. The length of the present road from Anptari to Devghat is about 4.5 km.

c. Devghat- Thimura- Jugedi road:

A 11-m wide religious road has been proposed in the master plan from Devghat of Chitwan side to Jugedi via Thimura and Bhateri. This road will control the crowd in entering this area in the future and will develop into a second alternate to enter Devghat. This road is about 7 kms.

This road has also been conceptualised to link directly to Narayanghat- Mungling Highway north of Ramnagar from Thimura. It is about 2.5 kms to the highway from Thimura. 

 d. Ganesh Marga (road):

The two roads leading to Ganeshsthan from Chitwan bypass road have been proposed to be 11m wide. The Devghat Area Development Committee (DADC) should undertake construction works by seeking help from the municipality, district development committee, Department of Roads and other bodies to develop them.

e. Firi- Hardi Motorway:

As the concept of Shilanyas (foundation stone) - Keladi – Firi- Hardi motorway on Nawalparasi side is mentioned in the physical planning of the development of Devghat area itself, the construction of the road is urgent and should be constructed as soon as possible. The committee needs to receive cooperation from the VDC, DDC, and Department of Roads for its development. The road should be regarded as the backbone of development of the Keladi and Hardi areas. The development of the Gurukul Ashram and the religious and spiritual centre of Keladi mentioned in the master plan depend on the development to this road. Therefore, the master plan team is of the opinion that to complete the road with the co work of all political parties of the area is the start of the development of this area. As the width of the road is 11 m in the plan, it should be blacktopped as per it. The length of the road is about 7 km. The committee should seek help from the VDC, DDC and Department of Roads and other bodies for developing this.

f. Roads from the Highway to Foundation Stone (Shilanyas):

On Nawalparasi side, the various roads from Pulchowk highway to  Shilanyas, Bhrikuti Chowk to Shilanyas and from in front of the Ilaka Police Office to Shilanyas are also proposed to be 11 m wide. The road from Shilanyas here to ferry is very important. Therefore, concept has been made to gradually develop it. 

Target has been set to develop all these roads by blacktopping them making drains and planting trees on both sides of the road. There is a need to provide facilities to the pilgrims by making picnic spots at various places of the road where necessary. Likewise, concept has been put forth for making arrangements of shelters (chautaras), water taps and toilets at various places of the road. As special technical study is necessary for this, construction works can be undertaken by preparing detailed maps by the committee staffs themselves.

g. Maulakalika Road:

Proposal has been made for a 11-m wide road from the East-West Highway near Narayani bridge on Nawalparasi side to the Maulakalika temple entry gate. This road has been linked to Gaindakot- Hardi – Keladi religious road near the Shilanyas Chowk. The road will be systematized by planting trees on both sides. Works of all these roads should be moved ahead after the actual alignment of all the roads is fixed by the concerned body. Therefore, the committee should work in coordination with the concerned bodies on construction of the proposed roads.

The wide road linked to it from Bhrikuti Chowk of East- West Mahendra Highway to Shilanyas Chowk needs construction and repair by systematizing it. The road will be systematized by planting trees on both sides of the road. 

h. Kaligandaki Marga (Road) :- 

There is a need to systematise this road which heads for Palpa after starting from west of the Bhrikuti paper factory at East-West Mahendra highway, upto the foothill west of Maulakalika, in a special manner. The width of the road will be 11 m and should be managed by planting trees on both sides of the road. For this, works should be done by Department of Roads and other concerned bodies with mutual coordination.

3.2.7. Roads of 8 m Width:-

a. Devpur to Badri – Kedar via Jugedi:-

This road in Tanahun side which is 8 m wide has been proposed from Devpur to Kalimati north of Kyunditar, Bhuwantar and from the plains here to southern part of Jharkhani, Kyunditar and up to suspension bridge of Devghat. The length of this road is about 14 km. This road will provide facilities to all the settlements of Tanahun side. 

b.  Mahesh Marga: 

The road from the bridgehead to Harihar Chowk, Mahesh Chowk and upto Mukunda Bazaar has also been proposed 8 m. Proposal has been made to arrange garden in between and drainage on both sides of this road also.

c.  Ghinatar Marga (road) :-

The new road from Chakrawarti Primary School of Ghinatar to river banks has also been proposed to be 8 m wide. Likewise, the new road from Bhaleni Kholsa (gorge) to river bank has also been proposed 8 m wide. 

d.  Devghat – Ramnagar Motorway:-

This road from Devghat to Ramnagar has been proposed in the project in view of the need to make it systematized and concretized. As per it, Ramnagar should be linked from east of the concrete bridge near the Devghat temple entry gate. 

It is needed here to make arrangement of road by making RCC Causeway at the gorge with the advice of technicians. This road is proposed in the master plan as it is excessively used in main festivals and religsoiu fairs and should be constructed on the basis of priority.

e. Beni Sangam Marga leading to holy bath platforms:-

This road is quite important to those going to the river in Chitwan side for holy bath. An 8-m wide road should be built with concrete drainage for the facilities of the devotees who come for regular holy bath on Devghat of Chitwan side. 

 This road comes out to be 300 m from police post building to Narayani river, and it has been included in the master plan as thousands of devotees will be benefited to reach the bathing site after it is constructed. 

 Likewise, the road to Laxmi Narayan Temple from this road has also been proposed 8 m wide. The length of these kinds of roads is 4 km in total. These 8-m wide roads will be extended to other areas was needed can be constructed by conducting detailed engineering studies on the basis of priority.

f. The Sworgadwar- Chandralok Gate Road to Masanghat (cremation ground):-

 As the road to Narayani river bank from Sworgadwar – Chandralok Gate and the Masanghat access road have been quite temporary, there is a need to blacktop them with drainage by giving priority. Arrangement of this road will facilitate bringing dead bodies for final rites and also provide facilities for kin and relatives to come for the rites.

g. Roads Towards Gaindakot:-

The following roads will be 8 m wide on Gaindakot side:

1. The road to Tuledanda from Dibyadham via Baghkhor and Dharapani

2. The  road to link main highway from Birendra Chowk

3. The  road to link main highway from Pratima Chowk

4. The  road to link main highway from Nayabazaar Chowk

5. The  road to link main highway from Srinagar Chowk

6. The  road to link Kaligandaki Marga from Bikas Chowk via Srinagar 

7. The  road to go to northward from Narayani bridgehead via riverbank

3.2.8 Roads with Six m Width:-

Six metre wide roads are proposed in various places to interlink the proposed 11 m and 8 m wide roads in various places of Tanahun, Chitwan and Nawalparasi district. The overall length of such roads is 21 km. Besides this, at least 4 m wide roads will be built to interlink the 8 m and 6 m roads. Paths narrower than that will not be recognized. 

 Concept has been made to build resting places for pilgrims by constructing Chautari (platforms) in various places as per the need, besides making existing roads in the religious area wider and by paving stones as per the master plan.

As land should be acquired while expanding roads in many places in such a way, necessary initiative should be taken to demand compensation amount from government of Nepal as per prevailing prices by preparing records from technicians, as to how much land should be acquired.

3.2.9. Religious   Route of Circumambulation:-

A concept of a religious circumambulation route has been planned by incorporating the entire area of Devghat of all the three districts. The ambulation route starting from Devpur of Tanahun side enters Chitwan from Jugedi and reaches the main religious site of Chitwan via Bhateri and Thimura, and therefore, this 10.1 km connecting road has been proposed as religious circumambulation route. Likewise, the master plan team has proposed for developing a circumambulation route on Nawalparasi side, by linking Maulakalika temple to the steps eastward and to the suspension bridge of Hardi. Concept has been made to develop the road by preserving greenery on both sides of the road in Chitwan side with two way motorway.

3.2.10. Steps:-

Steps (pathway) have been proposed in various place of Devghat as per the landscape. 
a. Sangam Marga:-

As steps with steel pipe railing on both sides have been felt necessary for easy movement for all including elders, children, incapables and sick by improving upon the existing steps from near the Galeswor Ashram on Tanahun side to reach the site of Sangam (confluence ) of Devghat, it has been included in the master plan.

 Likewise, 11 m wide steps have been proposed to reach the bathing platforms on Chitwan side also, for which park in the middle and railing on both sides have been planned.

b. Satabhaiya Marga:-

Steps way has been proposed on 11 m wide road of Kyunditar and 6 m wide road from Sangamsthal (confluence) to Satabhaiya hill. The steps ways has been conceptualised by developing the existing walking trail in the proposal. This steps way will have a width of at least 1.5 m and 2.5 m in the maximum.

c. Maulakalika – Keladi Stepsway:

As this stepsway was proposed in the physical planning of the DADC in 2052 BS, it should be constructed immediately. This way will link Devghat on Tanahun side to the proposed Devpur- Hardi suspension bridge upto Maulakalika temple.

d. Maulakalika – Fedi Steps Way

This steps way was constructed as was proposed in the p.p of the DADC in 2052. This way has given facilities to many pilgrims from Narayanghat side. 

e. Maulakalika Jayashri Steps Way:

 This way was proposed as it would facilitate pilgrims coming from the west of Maulakalika.

f. Hardi- Makrum Steps Way:

 This stepsway has been proposed from Hardi to Makrum hill. This would help promote tourism.

g. Railing on Steps Way:

Plan has been made to arrange railings fully on steps ways from the bridge head to reach the confluence at Beni of Tanahun. Arrangement of modern steel pipe railings on both sides of the steps are urgent for easy movement of people including especially Kalpabasi elderlies, children and incapables. Likewise, railing should be arranged on various steps ways as per the need. This work should be moved ahead on the basis of priority.

h. Steps ways to reach river bank:

Stepsways can be built in various places for facilities to reach the riverbank. Concept has been made to build stepsways from Ganga Narayan Temple, from near Harihar Chowk, from near Indira Ashram on Tanahun side, and on Badri- Kedar Marga side, from near Muktinath temple, and from Prashanti Ashram towards Trishuli. Likewise, proposals have also been made for steps ways to reach Kaligandaki side, from Harikirtan Chowk, Ved-Vedang Bidyalaya premises, Chakrabarti temple, Devpur Tallo (lower) Chowk and Devpur.

On Chitwan side, stepsways have been proposed from the Ayurved Dispensary premises, and other existing roads. These ways will be generally upto 4 m wide. 

3.2.11. Riverbank Footpath:

Plan has been made for a 2-m wide walking trail on Trishuli from bridgehead on Tanahun side to Sangam (confluence) and Kaligandaki river banks and on Chitwan side, lift irrigation of Narayani river to Devghat Sangam (confluence). Safe railings will be arranged as per the need on these ways. Similarly, walking trails have also been conceptualized on river bank on Nawalparasi side.

3.2.12. Cable Car:-

The master plan has proposed stations for cable car operation in five places, namely -- Gaindakot foothills, Maula Kalika area, Keladi, Devpur and Satabhaiya hill.

 The length of the cable car is expected to be 5 km. This can be extended upto Makrum hill on Nawalparasi side and Solighopte hill on Tanahun side, in the future. 

The actual cost of this can only be determined after detailed survey and studies. Likewise, the stations and actual mapping also can be fixed only after that. The concept of this can give a new form of tourism and uniqueness of feeling. Income can also be generated for the DADC from this.

3.3. Bridges:

Concept has been made to build various bridges as they are felt necessary on various rivers, streams and gorges converging at Devghat area.

3.3.1. Suspension Bridge over Kali River (Legend – 12 {DRW-03})

Although the Hardi and Keladi areas of Nawalparasi side are quite close to the Devghat Sangam (confluence), one has the compulsion to make a detour of Narayangadh Bazaar in Chitwan and cross the Trishuli river bridge to come to the Sangam, as there is no bridge over Kali. Another option is to make a risky boat ride to reach Sangam site. To resolve this problem, concept of a suspension bridge is made to link Devpur of Tanahun and Hardi of Nawalparasi at the place pointed out by the master plan over Kali River for the development of the Devghat area, as it is most urgent. For this, works should be moved ahead in coordination with concerned bodies. 

3.3.2. Concrete Bridge over Trishuli River (Legend -12 {DRW-03})

 The two suspension bridges over Trishuli River have now been providing facilities for movement to and from Devghat on Tanahun side. But because of passage of time and the speedy development with the development of settlements in this area also and rising population pressure, a concrete bridge has been strongly demanded by the people and is therefore included in the master plan.

A concrete bridge is urgent over Trishuli River to link the area to the main highway, as there is the compulsion to cross the bridge by carrying patients and necessary goods even in this modern age. 

This bridge should be at a technically appropriate place to link Thimura of Chitwan with Devghat of Tanahun, also to provide modern services to the people of that region.

3.3.3 Bridge at Jugedi and Dasdhunga:-

This bridge is very important to link Devghat to the highway. Concept has been made to make this bridge into a concrete bridge in the future. Then when the settlements expand, a suspension bridge is proposed for travelers on foot at Dasdhunga also. While constructing, the works should be done with the cooperation of concerned body by making technical survey.

3.3.4. Bridge over Deuti Khola (river):-

A concrete bridge is conceptualised over the Deuti Khola as water level increases in it in rainy season, as per the concept of the road upto Sandhebagar for crossing the Deuti Khola from Devghat via Devpur. Although this bridge is small, it has a great significance. It will greatly contribute to free movement from Jugedi to Sandhebagar.

3.3.5. Culvert on Andherikhola (river):-

A culvert has been proposed on the Andheri Khola which falls on the Beni- Jugedi Marga (road) on Tanahun side of Devghat area for vehicular movement. Causeways are also needed on Baluwakhola and Kyundi Khola (rivers).

3.3.6. Bridge over Jukti Khola and Hardi Khola (rivers):-

Concrete bridges are proposed over Jukti Khola and Hardi Khola in between Firi- Hardi motorway.

3.3.7. Entry Gate and Waiting Room:-

Entry gates and waiting rooms are proposed for construction in Jugedi and Ramnagar in the east, Anptari in the south and Gaindakot on the west for entering Devghat area. Likewise, constructions of entry gates are also proposed in Maulakalika, Ganeshsthan, Bagiswori area and at places to enter the core religious area. Similarly, a big entry gate to enter Sangam area has been proposed near the river confluence on Chitwan side. 

3.4. Bus Park:-

Even after the construction of concrete bridge leading to Tanahun, vehicles except for ambulances and rickshaws should not be allowed to enter the core religious area.

 Therefore, proposal has been made to build a bus park at a proper place across Bhaleni gorge east of the Bajrayogini School.

On Chitwan side, concept has been made to build a bus park, south – east of Sitaram Secondary School on Nawalparasi side, bus park will be appropriate to build at Bhateri down the school of Hardi. Other bus parks will be as usual.

3.5. Other Works:-

3.5.1. Construction of Embankment:- 

Concept for construction of embankment has been put forth from the inner part of the river in about 650 metres from the Beni Kunda (pond) construction site mentioned in the master plan to suspension bridge on Trishuli river side and 1200 metre length upto Bhateri on Kali river side. This will help control the present erosion and preserve the main Devghat site, and will be helpful for locals, devotees, and elderlies. 

This work also needs prior detailed engineering work and only then the facts about cost estimate can be obtained. 

3.5.2 Works of Electrification:-

The physical infrastructure map of the master plan also shows the electricity supply system. Electrification works are included in all the areas including the core- religious area in the proposed master plan. The main supply for this system has been done from Chitwan side. 

 Proposal has been made accordingly to take the cables from underground, as power supply will be frequently disrupted if taken over ground because of storms as it is amid forest (3 km) from Narayangadh to Devghat. 

In core- religious area, proposal has been made to extend new by giving continuity to the existing lines in the master plan map. In Hardi and Keladi, new extension of electricity lines is proposed. 

 While proposing thus, it is done not to make any effect on the structures and buildings to be constructed in the future. While constructing the electricity lines, the concerned body should be suggested to implement as per the master plan itself. The length of such electricity lines comes out to be about 38- 40 kms. Estimated cost has also been worked out for the works. This is shown in the Table No. 2.

3.5.3 Electricity Supply at the Sangam site:-

Arrangement of electricity lamp posts should be made at four places at a difference of 10 m below the Pashupati temple for facilities to easy movement at the Sangam site of Devghat on Tanahun side, even at nighttime, and for this, mercury lamps of upto 1000 watts should be arranged by coordinating with the Nepal Electricity Authority. For nonstop arrangement of lamp, a backup system (generator) should be arranged by the committee. 

Likewise, on Chitwan side, a special kind of vapor light has been proposed in 2 places at a difference of 10 ms in places down the Sangameswor Pashupati Temple for facility to go to the Sangam site even at night time.

 The Nepal Electricity Authority should move ahead electrification works with priority as it seems necessary for the committee to make initiative with the NEA to continue electrification taking in view also to fulfill the need for the structures fixed by the physical development plan as well as in view of the planned structures to be built in the future, to the existing extended electricity lines in Maulakalika area and Hardi Keladi area on Nawalparasi side. For this, it is urgent to distribute here phase line by arranging transformers to the presently existing phase line in the area. 

For this purpose, the committee should coordinate with the NEA and make cost estimate as to how much it would cost from Gaindakot side, and request the government for budget arrangement on the basis of priority.  

3.5.4 Public Toilets and Taps:

The committee should fix places and construct toilets and taps gradually as per the need as arrangement of public toilets are urgent in various places of Devghat, for the facility of pilgrims and devotees as people of various classes and communities visit Devghat area in various festivals also the year around. Toilets have been proposed in some places and they can be extended as per the need.

3.5.5. Drinking Water Pipeline Works:-

The following are the drinking water projects on Tanahun side at present:

1. Dubhrel-Devpur Kalpabas Drinking Water Project (Indira Ashram, through  consumers’ committee)

a.  Constructed: 2062 BS. 

b. Distance – 6 + 2 = 8 km

c. No. Of taps - 65

d. Pipe- 4" polythene pipe, 3" GI pipe, 2.5 " polythene pipe

e. Households benefited – 365

f. Contribution (assistance): Swami Satya Prakashananda, Haridwar. 

2. Chepang Khola Rural Drinking Water Project (consumers' committee)

a. Established – 2038 BS

b. Distance – 5 km

c. No. Of taps- 8 

d. Pipe- 1" polythene pipe

e. Households benefited – 50 (200 people) – 10,000 liters reserve tank

f. Contribution – Devghat VDC/ DADC

3. Swami Dhap Drinking Water Project (consumers committee)

a. Completion – 2046 BS. 

b. Dist - ? (2 tank in source, one reserve tank)

c. No. Of taps- 8

d. Pipe - 2.5" Polythene pipe

e. Households benefited – 700 people (Kalpabasis more benefited)

f. Contribution – Galeswor Ashram

4. Bataule Drinking Water Project (Gaindakot Youth Club)

a. Completion – 2055 BS

b. Distance- 1.5 km

c. No. Of taps- 12

d. Pipe – 1.5"  Polythene pipe

e. Households benefited – 300

f. Contribution – Gaindakot Youth Club

As distribution of drinking water is being made from the Chitwan office under the Government of Nepal's central plan at present besides these projects, this is expected to meet the problem of drinking water to maximum extent. But in long term this area will have an urgent need of more water. In view of the same situation, the master plan team has proposed the drinking water lines as shown in the physical infrastructure map, so that it would also be useful for the future.

 A long-term and sustainable arrangement of drinking water is urgent here including for all the locals living in all the religious areas of Devghat Dham and other parts of the area. There is an urgent need of detailed study of all rivers and streams of this area and drinking water should be arranged by identifying separate sources as far as possible in Chitwan, Tanahun and Nawalparasi sides. For this, the DADC should take special initiative. A separate technical study should be undertaken to prepare detailed plan of drinking water, and the DADC should make arrangement of means and resources to do as prescribed by the technical study, and as the committee has no special income of its own, it has to ask for cooperation from the Government of Nepal.  

Although Water Supply Corporation had assured to supply water on Chitwan side, the ongoing project was unsuccessful because of the flood disasters a few years ago. Although ordinary supply exists from personal efforts of local individuals, it has not been systematic. The need there can be fulfilled to some extent, if could be brought through detailed technical studies of a source of Narayani river bank after its preservation.

 The source at Jarayo Khola should be utilized for the drinking water projects in Tanahun and Chitwan. The proposed distribution system should be implemented as shown in the map. ½ "– 3" diameter pipes have been used in the distribution. The estimated cost needed for construction of the pipeline is included in Table No. 2. The approximate length of the drinking water line will be about 27- 28 kms. Works should be moved ahead to implement the project in coordination with concerned bodies. A detailed engineering study is necessary prior to its construction.

 Proposal has been made to bring water from Kwadi Khola as an alternate to this, after studies.

3.5.6. Drainage Construction Works:-

Drainage has been proposed and shown in the physical infrastructure plan of the master plan map. The drainages thus proposed will send surface rain water through the drains in a systematic manner. Toilets will not be allowed to connect to such drains as per the concept of the master plan.

The drainage pipes thus proposed are from 30- 90 cm in diameter. These are shown in treatment plant, and infrastructure plan maps. These drains are proposed in areas of Tanahun, Chitwan and (Keladi), Nawalparasi which fall under core religious area. The approximate length of these drains will be about 27 /28 kms. Similarly, to operate these smoothly, flow direction has also been shown in the map, which is used in construction phase. While constructing it, coordination should be made with concerned body. A detailed engineering study is necessary prior to this construction.

 The estimated cost of all the physical infrastructure and structures mentioned above has been displaced in the table included here.

 A 20- year action plan and working schedule has been prepared and included in this for timely implementing the master plan and for arrangement of necessary budget. The working schedule can be altered if necessary amount is arranged. 

Chapter 4 
4. Areas Allocated for Various Projects:


The following various sub-areas have been allocated in the core religious area with an objective of smooth implementation of various projects to be run for the development of Devghat:-

4.1. Projects on Tanahun side-

4.1.1 Aghor Ashram Area (Index No. E {DRW-01})

 
There is the Aghor Ashram area on the banks of Kali Gandaki near the Beni Sangam. Proposal has been made for Parnakuti for meditation, Dharmashala, Pati (shelters) and Hawan Kunda, etc. 

4.1.2 Galeswor Ashram Area (Index L {DRW-01})


 The Galeswor Ashram area is the oldest Ashram. The Ashram which is an important Ashram of this Area is spread in a wide area, but the structures here are in disorder. However, the present master plan has been prepared by keeping the existing building intact in the Galeswor Ashram. With regard to the other buildings of this Ashram, the new buildings will be as proposed by the master plan.

4.1.3 Kalpabasi Area (Index P {DRW-01})


The Kalpabasi area in the master plan is in accordance with the existing Kalpabasi area kept intact.No new Kalpabasi areas have been proposed in this. This area is spread starting from the north of the Pashupatinath temple incorporating all the areas east of the main road leading down to Beni and upto the Chautari Chowk of the road to the Harihar Temple.

As the Kalpabasi area is an important area of Devghat, it should be given great care. Concept has been made to go on constructing all new buildings by pulling down all the buildings of the area phase wise as per the new master plan as the buildings built here so far are only makeshift.   

Most of the buildings existing in the area now were found inappropriate to live for man because of damp. Therefore, the new buildings to be built onwards should be constructed as per the engineering design. As the area is slanted in landscape, most of the houses should be as per the fixed standards with one-story suspended floor design using timber, thatch and brick, which will make the building healthy stopping damp on the house walls. Use of cement should be discouraged in the Kalpabasi area as far as possible.

Some new paths have also been proposed as per the present master plan in Kalpabasi areas, and lay out plan of buildings have been prepared of the each Kalpabasi building making generally parallel to the road.

 In the concept of blocks in the Kalpabasi area, open field has been left behind each building, with visions for kitchen gardens where vegetables and fruits can be grown. As there is no detailed architectural and engineering design of Kalpabasi building, such designs are needed before construction, and for this, the committee should prepare detailed architectural engineering design from concerned technicians and move forward construction works.

4.1.4 Sita Gufa Area - (Index m {DRW-01}) 
There are various three caves in this area which are important in historical and Puranic point of view. This is proposed as attraction of religious tourists is expected to increase if the area is properly developed. The area needs immediate construction of road, arrangement of wall and supply of reliable electricity. The committee can generate income from this if it is properly developed. There will be a Nepal Mata Temple as a museum near the road to this premise. 
 4.1.5 Recitation Hall – (Index L, R1 {DRW-01})

An open recitation field is allocated in the master plan for comfortable recitation for 50-100 people, comparatively smaller than open recitation field. In this, a high platform (seat) is envisioned for the reciter and comfortable seating for others. Such recitation halls are proposed in two places- one near Galeswor Ashram and another near the Pipal Chautari south of the new building of the DADC.

4.1.6 Indira Ashram Area - (Index P {DRW-01})

There is the Indira Ashram Area on the left side of the Kalpabas area on way to Galeswor Ashram. Some social service works have been done under the initiative of this Ashram. But proposal has been made here too to construct buildings as per the master plan concept.

4.1.7 Adwaita Sanstha- (Index R1 {DRW-01})

The Adwaita Sanstha near the Pipal Chautari south of the new building of the DADC, has been kept at the same place for now. Recitation and Satsang are also found to be held here, but it needs to be systematized. Proposal has been made to make a beautiful place for Satsang (religious gathering) by removing the disorderly houses here.

4.1.8 Chakreswor Mahadev Temple and Garden Area (Index W {DRW-01})

Master plan of this whole area has been prepared by keeping intact this temple which is an important temple of this area. Plans of archaeological excavations have been made in this area. As the Chakreswor Mahadev temple is also important in archeological point of view. 

The whole area from the Harikirtan Chowk in the south along two paths leading to north-east and north- west, the north- east leading path taking a round to again north-west and then from south of the Mahesh Sanyas Ashram upto the cross road with the north-west road, has been taken as an archaeological zone. There is a plan now to only conserve the Chakreswor Mahadev Temple premises without altering anything and developing a park around. The construction of Pancha Dewal Temple and other works can only be done after getting permission from the Department of Archeology after deep study following excavation.

4.1.9 Devghat Dharmartha Hospital Area (Index u {DRW-01})

The areas where there is the Devghat Dharmartha Hospital now in front of the Devghat Old-Age Home, has been allocated as hospital area. This is expected to provide health services to Kalpabasis and the villagers.

4.1.10 Mahesh Sanyas Ashram Area (Index x {DRW-01})

The Mahesh Sanyas Ashram which is important in religious and educational point of view has been already developed as an important Ashram of this area. This Ashram has done remarkable works for the protection and promotion of Sanskrit education. Recently, a large Shiva Mandir Temple) has been built depicting Nepali art in archaeological styles, which has increased the beauty of the whole Devghat area. The works done and being done are praiseworthy.

However, as some constructions here have not been as per the concept of physical development of the committee, some structures being constructed inside the Ashram premises need to be constructed by revising them. The cement plaster in some structure at present and the exposed concrete structure do not comply with the master plan concept.


Therefore, while starting works to reveal bricks on frontal parts, all the construction should be developed as a planned single complex. The committee should make necessary suggestions regarding it.

4.1.11 The Harihar Sanyas Ashram Area (Index z {DRW-01})

As the Harihar Ashram area is located in an important location of Devghat, it has been of high significance. As the various structures built in this Ashram have always been constructed with exposed concrete like in the Mahesh Sanyas Ashram, it could not be seen as beautiful as it had to be. Master plan suggestions are that it would be better to build the structures inside it only by acquiring advice from the committee. 

4.1.12 Area for New Temples (Index E1 {DRW-01})

As Devghat is a superior shrine, and devotees, social organisations want to build temples in this place, land has been allocated for new temples in the master plan. 

Under this, temples of various clan gods are being constructed in some places. However, the master plan suggestion is that haphazard construction of temples should not be allowed to construct in the name of new temples.

For this, the committee should constitute a sub – committee and provide land for construction only after taking into account varies things, so that no harm be made to the objective of the master plan. Where land has been allocated for new temples, if personal lands fall in these places, the concerned side can acquire land as per laws for the temple area. (The lands are shown in the map)

4.1.13 Area for New Ashrams (Index D1 {DRW-01})

Likewise, temples, new Ashrams are also found being built in Devghat area in considerable numbers. Lands are also allocated for new Ashrams in the master plan with an intention that Ashrams be built by various organisations, if they want to build. Even in this, master plan has the opinion that it would be better to provide land to appropriate organisations and institutions only after discussion by the sub- committee. As it seems that personal land can fall in these areas, they should be determined from the field, and if it fell, the master plan should have some amendment.
4.1.14 Residential Area (Index A1 {DRW-01})

As the areas related with special religious activities in this plan area should be incorporated in the master plan, as per the concept of core- religious area on the basis of physical development plan, residential area can also fall in hits. The main reason for this is human settlements were already developed in many places in the area (the core- religious area allocated as per the physical development Plan) and as people cannot be stripped of their land in the name of religion, there is the concept of residential area in the master plan. Even so, the master plan does not want to law construction of new settlements and new buildings in the present context. Therefore, concept has been developed for a gradual development and expansion of residential areas in connection with its sustainable development. 
 The extension of this area is east areas of the Harihar Sanyas Ashram and both sides of the road northward. Thus, this area upto main road on the north east of Chakreswor  Mahadev and upto the premises of the Mahesh Sanyas Ashram has been proposed as a dense settlement. In areas other than that, both sides of the existing roads and the proposed roads by the master plan as necessary upto 50 m on both sides are proposed as residential areas. The master plan has the concept that such proposition would stop haphazard settlement like in the present and obstruct new constructions in the future. This will also facilitate making infrastructures and distributing facilities needed for the residential buildings in the future. Each building to be built in the residential areas should be of maximum two storeys including the ground floor, and arrangement should be made to construct by acquiring permission of the DADC as per its standard. 

4.1.15 Mixed Residential and Agriculture Area (Index B1 {DRW-01})

Space has been allocated in the core- religious area for settlement as well as agriculture (professional) purpose. This area is necessary to protect for the facilities of the pilgrims coming to the religious area. This concept was brought to ensure that the effect of settlement and agriculture only be made to the areas specified by the master plan.
4.1. 16 Market Area (Index C1 {DRW-01})

While developing a certain area, we should not delay in identifying and developing market area. As such areas are automatically determined by time, distance and situation, it is not possible to fix it at a certain place. Therefore, in connection with surveying Devghat area, the areas suitable for developing market areas found are the areas in the vicinity of the Trishuli river bridge at present, and therefore it is proposed as market area. As the pressure of construction has been increasing heavily in this area as compared to others, the master plan has realized to control it very soon. It has been urgent to develop the market systematically, by stopping uncontrollable construction in the future, by doing as per the development master plan of the area.
4.1.17 Vegetarian Canteen (Index C1 {DRW-01})

Arrangement of a vegetarian canteen by the DADC is seen necessary as not canteen to the standard of providing services to pilgrims, devotees and tourists visiting the main Devghat Dham was available. The committee should make arrangements for developing structures by allocating necessary land for the arrangement of hotels and lodges in the specified market area fixed in the physical development plan of the main religious areas of Devghat Dham. So that religious tourists would have arrangement of lodging and food if they want. But the committee can make arrangement of this kind by co-work with any of the Ashrams here. As there is a need of satwik food (divine food) and lodging, buildings of this kind should also be allowed to construct in this area to some extent. For this, concerned body or person can contact the committee and can build buildings and hotels and lodges on the recommendation of the committee. The master plan proposes that the buildings to be built here should be 3 stories in the maximum and has the suggestion that construction should be done on the recommendation of the sub – committee of the DADC. Besides this, arrangement can also be made as per the public – private partnership concept. But the initiative should be taken by the committee.
4.1.18 Office Area (Index Y {DRW-01})

The plan has made arrangement for separate places for government and non governmental or corporation authority offices as various government and NGOs are needed in this area in connection with implementation of the master plan.
As this kind of offices aid in the implementation of the very master plan, such offices seem urgent. The master plan has the suggestion for maximum two stories while constructing such office, buildings. For this, detailed architectural and engineering design will be done by the concerned offices themselves. But, matters related to what to build and where should be done only after consulting the DADC.
4.1.19 Community Service Area

This area is the area proposed in the master plan for government non government and semi-government offices which provide services and facilities to all people living in Devghat area. The area sis allocated for telecommunication, health services, banking services, cooperatives, supply arrangement, offices, postal services etc. as this area is near market areas of the master plan and at the river bank, master plan suggestion is to undertaken detailed design only after consulting geo tech engineer, while constructing building in this area.
4.1.20 Mixed Residential and Agriculture Area (Index F1 {DRW-01})

This area occupies the maximum percentage of the master plan area. This is not only because there is arrangement of irrigation but because cultivation of various crops were done in many places of the core- religious area. 
 It is natural for human settlements and cultivation in agricultural land. But with the increase of pressure of human settlement, the pressure increases maximally on agricultural land in the first place, therefore, such areas are necessary to conserve. Therefore, the farming and green areas are conceptualized with an objective that the settlement only make impact in the residential areas only that are fixed by the master plan. But monitoring is urgently needed for this. The plan has also made concept for possibility of using the farm and green open areas in the future by the DADC. Later when demands increase, these areas can be permitted to built temples and Ashrams as per the need. But the DADC should take the ownership of all these land. The master plan has the concept not to allow any kind of structure in these areas for the time being. The master plan suggests keeping this land as agricultural and other open areas for the next thirty years. But the committee can give recommendation and permission for construction works without affecting the master plan concept in some areas as per the need. 

4.1.21 Planned Residential Area (Index K {DRW-01})

For a model, a small and planned residential area has been envisioned inside the master plan. This residential area is prepared as per the concept of site and service. This residential area is prepared for the people, who are displaced and lost services in case any displacement is made from any quarters during the master plan period or in view of other planned settlement. The master plan has the concept of houses in this area of upto two storeys in the maximum. Similarly, construction in such areas should be done only after consultation with the sub – committee of the DADC.
4.1.22 School Area (Index P1 {DRW-01})

Development also refers to development of education of the area. Therefore, concept has been made for land for the schools in the master plan. As schools are of two types, school area has also been proposed of two kinds- Gurukul area and general school area.
a. Gurukul Area: It has been allocated for traditional religious education, which incorporates existing ved Vedang School, Mahesh Sanskrit Gurukul and paramananda Sanskrit Gurukul.

b. General School Area: In this category, land has been allocated to the already existing Bajrayogini School. The plan of this school has been made in the same building which the DADC itself had built on its own expenditure by providing land. But as the land of the school is insufficient, proposal has been made to expand this school area by acquiring land south of this place upto Beni- Jugedi road from cooperation of the DADC and various other bodies. The land thus expanded should be properly utilised as a sports ground as per the need.

The area of another school, the barah shishu primary school of Devpur has also been included in the master plan. Sports ground has been proposed in the premises of each schools.

4.1.23 Sports Ground Area (Index P1 {DRW-01})

Development of any region also refers to the educational development of the people there. Therefore, concept of land has been made for the schools in the master plan. The existing Bajrayogini school has been proposed to transfer to the area near Bhaleni gorge, and proposal has been made for a sports ground to be used by the school, the local people as well as for use as helipad when needed. Besides this, other two places have been proposed for schools in the outer religious area, which are the first is in Kyunditar area and the next at Kalimati area. The master plan suggests construction of school buildings with prior architectural and engineering design as many things should be taken into account while building the schools. Likewise, area has been allocated south of the Bajrayogini School for an orphanage. Proposal has been made for its proper development with co work with concerned organizations.
4.1. 24 Park and Gardens (? {DRW-01})

Parks and gardens have been proposed in various places fixed by the master plan.This has been proposed from the bridge head to both sides of the rod. The main objective of this is to develop the core- religious area as an enchanting garden. The committee should plant various tree species of religious importance in these parks and gardens as well as flower plants and also should take care of them. As regards trees and plants suitable saplings to local climate in view of environment should be chosen and planted. For this, it would be better to choose trees, fruits and flowers by consulting with concerned specialists.
4.1.25 Skill- Oriented Workshop Area (Index L1 {DRW-01})

People of various classes have been living in this religious area. Living here are Kalpabasis, elderlies, and people of various castes and communities. The Kalpabasis and elderlies are mostly staying at leisure all day. It was found that all of them wanted to do something. Therefore, in the master plan, establishment of a skill – oriented workshop has been envisioned in this area. In such a workshop, manpower wasted so far could be used to produce varies kinds of items, and the master plan intends that even the elderlies and Kalpabasis who can work would be able to make money and make their daily life easier. In this workshops works like making cotton thread lamp, making Janai (sacred thread) and making incense etc could be done. Besides this, it is urgent to utilize the wasted manpower by searching for what could be done through the Kalpabasis and elderlies living there searching other skill – oriented works.
4.1.26 Jungle Area (Index H1 {DRW-01})

Area has also been allocated for his in the master plan. Especially the jungles which have been left without being encroached upon by man, terrain lands where there cannot be construction work are separated as jungle area. There is an urgency to conserve this area. It is also necessary to plant trees as land which is terrain land incorporated within the jungle area. Landslip and soil erosion are found occurring in many places because of lack of protection and promotion of jungles. Plenty of forests have been destroyed in core – religious areas for farm land. This work should be stopped in time. Otherwise, we cannot say that more problems will not be added in the future. 
4.1.27 Cemetery Area (Index J1 {DRW-01})

This religious area is inhabited by people of various communities. As not only all communities perform funeral rites by burning the dead and some bury in cemetery, cemetery area has also been proposed in the master plan. This area is joined with the forest area near deuti Khola.

Although it is natural that one would think that a cemetery is a lonely, fearful terrific place in isolation, but contrary to that thinking, the master plan has a concept to develop this cemetery as a beautiful garden. This area should not be left a barren land, but should plan footpaths, resting places at various places, and allocate special places for cemetery. Which gives comfort for people to walk inside and there can be no difficulty even when dead bodies are brought. The master plan has the suggestions to build only after engineering design of this place. 

4.2 Areas towards Chitwan:

4.2.1 Kalpabasi Area (Index K {DRW-02})

Areas have been allocated in a planned manner within the master plan area with priority with an objective of making arrangement of systematic housing facility to the elderly people who leave their homes for making Devghat punyadham as their last domicile (abode). The users should build their houses on their own expenses in the land located for Kalpabasis. Such houses should be built as per the standards and pattern fixed by the committee.
In the master plan, the existing areas used so far in Chitwan Devghat area by the Kalpabasis, has been allocated for them. The existing houses in the area should be converted into hermitage as per fixed standards in a planned manner .When reconstructing these, they should be made four faced or two-faced roofs depicting Nepali art. The expenses for this should be managed from the committee or donor agencies. Likewise, in area to be built new, the construction should be in planned manner. In this area also Kalpabasi Ashrams had been built earlier, but as they were built haphazardly, it seems difficult to provide physical infrastructures. While preparing plan of this area, some new wide roads have been included. Because of this even some houses would have to be displaced. In this way, if the Kalpabasi area is improved as guided by the master plan, the environment of hits area could be maintained as clean and healthy and would be developed as an enchanting area for all. This area has been shown in the master plan map.
4.2.2 Temple Area (Index D1 {DRW-02})

This area denotes all temples. In this, all existing temples are included, which urgently need renovation and preservation from time to time. This should be done as per the suggestions and advice of archaeologists. Beside this, place has been fixed in the master plan for new additional temples. While constructing such temples, construction should be allowed within the committee’s standards and as per the fixed pattern.
In areas allocated for fixed temples by selecting places in master plan, new temples will be permitted to construct if demanded by any organizations or individuals. Place will not be allowed to select other than fixed by the master plan to construct such temples. Likewise, if any kinds of remnants (ruins) of structures are found after excavation, and if needed to reconstruct, the committee should do only after consulting the concerned experts. For new temples, few are selected on Chitwan side of Devghat and Keladi of Nawalparasi side as per the master plan and most are included in areas under Tanahun district. The area allocated for temple on Chitwan side has been shown in master plan map.
a. Yagyashala Temple Area (Index D {DRW-01})

The existing temple premises have been demarcated in the master plan. Likewise, the Yagyashala temple premises has also been shown in the master plan.
b. Shankaracharya Temple Area:

The Shankaracharya temple premises have also been demarcated in the master plan. As this Ashram was being built during the study of the task force in 2056 BS, it was now found running.
c. Shiva Temple Area: 

The Shiva temple premises near the Shankaracharya temple has also been demarcated and included. 
d. Laxmi Narayan Temple Area:

The area occupied by the existing temple has been proposed as Laxmi Narayan temple in the master plan. This area is indicated in the map of the master plan.
e. Sharanagati Ashram Area 

Under this area are Radhamadhav temple, Radhamadhav Vedic Sanskrit Gurukulam and Sharanagati Ashram. The building in this premises are also shown in the master plan.
f. Radhakrishna Temple Area:

The temple premises existing while preparing the master plan are included in the master plan keeping them intact. The Radhakrishna temple premises has also been shown in the master plan map. The structures inside this premises have also been kept intact.
g. Radha Sarbeswor Bhajanashram Area:

The Radheshyam temple premises have also been demarcated in the master plan. Likewise, the premises have also been shown in the master plan map.
h. Sitaram Temple Area:

Likewise, the Sitaram temple premises have also been demarcated in the master plan map. The Gunaraj Memorial Ram Temple premises adjoining this is also shown in the master plan map.
i. New Pati, Pauwa, Sattal (public rests, shelters)

As Devghat Dham is a sacred pilgrim site, most people are excited to build public rests and shelters in the area. Therefore, in the master plans are areas allocated for new temples, places are also allocated for new public rests and shelters too. For use of such areas, the concerned builders should take permission with the committee. Such places are proposed in the master plan map below the bus park and above the road. The places for the new public rests and shelters have been shown in the master plan map.
j. New Temple Area (Index D1 {DRW-02})

Keeping intact the existing Ashrams, additional other Ashram sites are also proposed in the master plan. This new Ashram site has been proposed adjoining the main road near the school area. In this Ashram site, any individual and special organisations can build ashrams. For this, they have to take permission from the committee. This site is shown in the master plan. 
4.2.3 School Area (Index P {DRW-02})

The existing area of the Sitaram Sanskrit secondary school has been kept intact. Other buildings needed while extending the school to higher secondary level in the future have also been included in the master plan. While building additional new blocks of the school, construction should be done as per indicated in the master plan itself. This would provide open area for the school. The buildings should be gradually built as per the need. Likewise, the engineering design of this should also be made in the same time. This is shown in the master plan map.
4.2.4. Ayurbedic Dispensary Area (Index k1 {DRW-02})

As per the master plan proposal, the existing Ayurbedic dispensary has not been shifted and is included in the same place and is maintained in the existing place adjoining the market area. This is proposed in the same place as it would be difficult to manage again if transferred the infrastructures already built or existing. But the existing area is planned to use only as an AyurVedic and naturopathy dispensary. Necessary step should be taken to expand standard health services by preserving and promoting this. The dispensary is shown in the master plan map.
4.2.5. Herbs Production Area (Index V {DRW-02})
After keeping intact the existing AyurVedic dispensary, the jungle area east of the Buddhist stupa near the forests has been proposed as herbs production area with an objective of producing necessary herbs needed for this. This is shown in the master plan map.
4.2.6. Library and Information Centre (Index E1 {DRW-02})

A building is envisioned as shown in the master plan map, where an information centre will be established to provide information for the devotees, pilgrims and tourists. The building is also proposed for being useful for various literary symposiums, poetry symposiums and conferences being held from time to time. Concept of a library building is prepared to be arranged within the biding itself that is appropriate if any study and research is to be conducted on Hindu religion prevailing for the Sanatana ancient times. The vision of the building is included in the master plan with an objective of running various activities conducting. The detailed engineering design and estimate should be prepared later. Likewise, necessary arrangement of reading room and library will also be made, which will help in the study and research works. This building is shown in the master plan map. 
4.2.7 Open Mass Gathering (Index J {DRW-02})

Proposal has been made with vision of a large ground of 3-4 bighas of land north East of the NRN old age home now under-construction with an objective of holding various kinds of large gatherings like religious lectures, gatherings. This open ground is envisioned as sufficient to run any programme in a systematic manner, even in large gatherings.
The ground will have arrangement of a public toilet. While making detailed engineering design, extensive account should be made by minutely studying when the open ground is used and what necessary physical infrastructure are needed and the final engineering design woks should be started. Therefore, an extensive discussion will be needed for public concern and opinion on it prior to start such works and it would be proper to move ahead by collecting suggestions and opinions of personalities of political front of various levels. Only after that the real cost estimate can be made. Similarly, the place will also be useful for a fair in the Maghe Sankranti. The area is shown in the master plan map.
4.2.8 Dabar Area

There is a Dabar area appropriate to build a modern park in view of the buffer zone near the existing bridge and the monastery. This park will be useful for taking rest and taking views and protect from the adverse impact from the bus park. The detailed engineering design and cost should be done in times of building it. This is shown in the master plan map.
4.2.9. Bus Park (Index Q {DRW-02})

Concept of a bus park has been made in the area south of the school with an objective of providing facilities to the devotees coming for the darshan of the Devghatdham.This has been envisioned with a capacity for parking of about 40-50 buses, which will provide facilities for tickets and other facilities to the passengers. Likewise, resting sheds have also been kept. Arrival and departure are kept separately. Facilities will be public toilet and others. The bus park is shown in the master plan. The committee should construct this by making arrangement of budget from government of Nepal by making detailed engineering studies by coordinating with other bodies.

4.2.10. (Commercial Area) (Index J1 {DRW-02})

Some places have also been allocated for market area in the master plan as per the master plan to develop the Devghatdham as a religious and tourism area. The market area has been proposed for providing daily consumer goods to devotees and tourists living in the area. This kind of market area is proposed above the road in the land of the Yagyashala temple, which is shown in the master plan map. The shops to be constructed in this area should be done by taking permission from the committee. This area is also shown in the master plan map. Likewise, lodges and hotels have also been envisioned in this area for night halt and food. The committee should make arrangement for developing such kind of structures by allocating land as per the need for arrangement of hotels and lodges in the market area as fixed in the physical development plan of the main religious areas of the Devghat Dham. So that there is arrangement for religious tourists who come here could stay if they want.
4.2.11 Community Services and Facilities Area (Index R {DRW-02})

Community services and facilities area has also been fixed under the master plan of the core religious area prepared with an objective of making all round development of the Devghat area. The land is fixed for various bodies in a planned manner, for example: health centre, electricity, drinking water, post office, cooperatives, and banks etc and services related with daily life. The buildings and offices to be built in this area should be under the standards fixed by the committee. The organizations which need offices in this plan area can acquire land as per the rules fixed by the committee. While planning this, open spaces have also been allocated along with the community service areas, which can be used as Hat Bazaar and temporary market (open market) as per the need. This place is proposed at the block near the market area and shown in the master plan map. The detailed engineering design should be done by the concerned organisations themselves.
4.2.12 Jungle Area (Index F1 {DRW-02})

As there is a special importance of the jungle area at a time when there is environmental degradation at present, the jungle areas has been proposed in the existing areas with an objective of preserving it in the master plan also. This is indicated and proposed in the master plan. Likewise, it should also be protected and preserved by planting trees from time to time.
4.2. 13 River Bank Area (Index M1 {DRW-02}) 

When the master plan team inspected on the spot, a full shape of the flood in the river could be seen in rainy season. Therefore, no structures have been proposed by keeping intact the river banks in view of the scene. The river bank area has been shown in the map. Other than local use for maintaining natural balance the extraction of gravels, sand and stones and boulders from the river should be fully prohibited.

4.3 Planning Towards Nawalparasi Side: 

4.3.1 Spiritual Center (DRW-03) 

The center has been proposed in Nawalparasi side of the core religious area. It is envisioned that it could be used as a model to depict Vedic educational environment in the modern era. The approach there is to arrange educational system as per the Vedic period to the possible extent. Along with this, another religious and spiritual center has also been proposed. Various complexes have been planned in the center for the purpose of religious discussion and contemplation as well as for spiritual thinking and debate. Though these two complexes are not related to each other, a single complex has been proposed for their similarities from religious and spiritual perspective. The thought behind the establishment of centre according to the master plan is to promote respect, discipline and educational excellence. Beside this, the centre has been planned to introduce the centre as a special place for religious and spiritual thought in the future. 

4.3.2 Fertile Land (Index 18 {DRW-03})

The master plan has allocated the area of fertile land to arrange for the food accommodation of all people residing in and around Gurukul Ashram. The master plan has proposed this area with the motive to help fulfill demands of locals by producing agriculture yields such as paddy, maize, wheat, including vegetable and fruits. 

4.3.3 Residential Area (Index 19) {DRW-03}

Right at the moment, the public settlement in this area is visibly scattered. With the objective of managing the scattered settlement of people in a certain area keeping in mind the difficulty to develop infrastructure and reach services to people with such haphazard residence, the master plan has allocated specified residential area. The Devghat Area Development Committee needs to make comprehensive study regarding the displaced population and start carrying out overall works including that of house building along with other services and facilities needed for them. Otherwise, coming up with plan forcing others to displace from their residence will entirely be detrimental. It is appropriate for the Committee to undertake comprehensive exercise and works in this regard in the very beginning. 

4.3.4 Maulakalika Area: 

The Maulakalika area has been allotted in 11 regions which include 10 main regions and one rural region. Its indirect or influenced area is taken from Pulchowk of Gaindakot VDC of Nawalparasi district. The influenced area includes the area from Pulchowk Gopeshwor Mahadev Temple linked to the highway after crossing the Narayani River to Shilanyas Chowk and area up to Milanchowk Baghkhor from Shilanyas Chowk towards north while other areas have been allotted under main Maulakalika region and programme have been proposed accordingly. 

a. Siddiganesh and Krishna Temple Area: 

The area covers the office building of Religious Service Committee Maulakalika Temple in Bagkhor and the area from the office building to Phedikhola. 

b. Mohan Chautari Area: 

The area from Phedikhola to Pokesaj has been mentioned. 

c. Bagbhanjyang Area: 

The area from Pokesaaj to Jaresaal has been allotted. 

d. Mahat-Bisauni Area: 

The area from Jaresaal to the border area of religious forest has been allocated under this area. 

e. Deurali Bhanjyang Area: 

The area from the border area of religious forest to welcome door of the temple has been mentioned in this area. 

f. Maulakalika Temple Area: 

The area covers the premises of Goddess Mother Maulakalika temple. It has been remained as the area of archeological importance. 

g. Maulakalika Temple Premises Area: 

The area covers the premises where Maulakalika temple is located. 

h. Yoga and Meditation Centre Area: 

It has been allotted inside the religious forest area which is in the northern part from the view tower and in the western side of Maulakalika temple. 

i. Gurukul Ashram and Gaushala Area: 

The area has been proposed in the northern side of Yoga and Spritual Centre. 

j. Peace Forest Park Area: 

The forest park area has been proposed with a view to preserving and protecting the forest area at the bottom of Maulakalika area on western side. 

4.3.5 Temple Area: 

The temple area covers the area stretching from Narayani River Bridge to British camp through the bank of the river towards the northern side. The area includes various temples, including Gopeswor Mahadev, Nawa Durga, Sukdev Bhagawatashram, Laxmi Narayan, Laxmi Narsingh Divyadham and Radha-Krishna and the area for the temple has been allotted accordingly. Likewise, area for Muktinath temple in Hardi and Gayatri Meditation Centre in Chanaute has been proposed. It is mandatory to take approval from the committee to construct new temples in addition to above-mentioned temples. 

4.3.6 Rural Area: 

The entrance gate to the ascent way to Kalika Temple can be reached after crossing 150 meter highway from the bridge over the Narayani River. The area stretching from Gopeshwor temple Pulchowk to Shilanyash Chowk and Milan Chowkm Baghkhor in the northern side is taken to be the rural area. The road is known as Kalika Road. The rural area includes Gopeswor Mahadev temple and the area of east-west highway where the late king Mahendra laid the foundation stone. 

Similarly, area of Hardi has also been proposed the model rural area. Firi-Hardi motorway links the Hardi area. 

4.3.7 Picnic Spot: 

The master plan has put forward a concept of constructing picnic spots in three areas, including in the religious forest towards east-northern part from the steps in between Maulakalika temple and Firi area, nearby British camp and at the bank of kali River in Hardi. 

The concept of constructing various shades with roof has been developed in the picnic spot area while kitchen house, toilet, orchard, drinking water tap stands, and fountain of water are needed to be built in the area. 

To develop this area as well-managed picnic spot, the Committee needs to have carried out comprehensive technical study first and other construction works should be moved ahead once the study undertaken. 

4.3.8 Forest Area (Index 20 {DRW-05})

The master plan has come up with the concept of forest area in keeping with the need to develop the areas not included in the master plan as forest area. With this concept, the supply of fodder, grass, and firewood to the centre could be made easier from the forest area. 

Chapter-Five

5. Plan on Physical Infrastructure 

5.1 Proposed Plans in Core Religious Area Towards Tanahun Side

The physical infrastructures proposed to be constructed in this area are as follow. 


a. Confluence Spot Construction Works


b. Park/Garden Construction Works


c. Religious Recitation Spot Construction Works


d. Graveyard Construction Works


e. Various Building Construction Works

The estimated cost for the construction of above mentioned physical infrastructures is mentioned in the tabled attached herewith. 

With the objective of timely executing the master plan and making arranging of necessary budget for this, a 20-year action plan with time framework has been developed which is attached herewith. The time period could be amended if necessary amount is arranged for the purpose. 

5.1.1 Beni Pond (Index No. J {DRW-01}) M

The comprehensive master plan for core religious area has come up with the concept of constructing Beni Pond in Benighat-the confluence of Kaligandaki and Trishuli. With this, the meeting point of Beni could be shifted farther when the water level in Kaligandaki and Trishuli reduced during winter season. In keeping with inconvenience to disable, elderly people, children and their aides to reach the meeting point, a plan has been proposed to construct a pond nearby a stand (Chautari) towards south from the present Pashupati temple. The concept here is to bring in water of both the rivers through a canal to fill the pond. If it is not feasible, Hume pipe will be used to fill the pond with water. A 10-kilometer detailed engineering survey is needed to be carried out. Arrangement will be made to flow water through the canal along the bank of both the rivers. Catchment area will be built by using RCC structure in the origin of canal. With this, the river water will overflow in the canal during rainy season and arrangement will be made to ensure regular flow of water in the canal through pump by constructing pump house in both sides during dry season. The pond will be constructed in such a way that water will spill over when it gets filled. The concept of staircase has also been proposed to have water flown towards southern part of the pond. It is because other physically strong and healthy devotees could go to the river shore to take dips and offer worships. And the staircase could also be used when floods took place in Beni. Detailed engineering design and survey is a must for the construction of Beni pond and its tentative costs could be estimated during engineering design. 

5.1.2 Crematorium/Graveyard (Index. 1 {DRW-01})M

A concept of constructing graveyard has been proposed since Benighat has been used as graveyard since time immemorial. It has been felt a need since flood during the rainy season sweeps away the bank of the meeting point of two rivers which is used for the cremation of dead bodies. The graveyard will be constructed in such a way that it could be used even at the time of flooding and rainy season. The concept is that the graveyard will be structured in the area some 50 metres far from bath taking place around 1 to 1.5 meter up from water level. An outlet will be made in somewhere up straight so that smoke coming from grave consigned to flame will go outside and it will not be difficult to perform last rites even during the rain. The detailed engineering design should also be carried out before starting construction works. It has been proposed to construct graveyard some 50 meters far from Beni pond. 

5.1.3 Safety Bath Taking Spot Construction Works (Index. ……. {DRW-01})M

The comprehensive master plan of core religious area of Tanahun has included a concept to construct safe bath taking place with construction of cemented steps nearby meeting point of Kaligandaki and Trishuli keeping in mind the convenience to the devotees coming to take dip in holy rivers. Its construction would be started once its detailed design and survey will be completed. 

5.1.4 Mani Mukundeswor Religious Park (Index No. W {DRW-01})

A concept has been put forward through the master plan to continue construction of this park as specified by Physical Development Plan. As per the decision to not mention the temples and inn included by the Physical Development Plan, this area has been proposed to develop as a panoramic religious park. Plantation of various religious saplings, management of pond and garbage, development of trekking route for pedestrians and arrangement of bench for visitors are some of the works proposed in the area. In addition, a concept of circumambulating footpath has been proposed as the symbol of Chakreswor Mahadev in the area. It is planned to construct the symbol by placing slates. It is better to develop the park as a model area and devise a system to take entry fee for the purpose of advancing the park independently in itself. 

The construction of Mani Mukundeswor Religious Park has been proposed in the area the master plan has indicated. The proposed activity includes plantation of saplings important from religious perspectives (Chandan, Rudrakshya, Sami, Bel, Pipal and others), construction of small stands in various places, arrangement of seasonal flowers, development of footpath by placing slates, appointment of guard for the protection of park, enforcing provision of taking entry fee for the well management of park. Another plan is to make necessary arrangement to attract high inflow of devotees and religious tourists in the area by developing this park as a model place. 

5.1.5 Pond (Index No. Q {DRW-01})

Such types of structures have been proposed in a cluster. Its sole objective is to add aesthetic beauty to Chakreswor park/garden area and make this pond useful for people of Kalpabasi area when water scarcity occurs. It is because the area witnesses immense water scarcity even though it lies nearby the confluence of Kaligandaki and Trishuli. Secondly, the pond water will maintain moistness in Chakreswor located in this area and add beauty to the office building of Devghat Area Development Committee. 

5.1.6 Office Building of Devghat Area Development Committee (Index No. R {DRW-01})

The factors that deemed essential for the development of any area or place are the organization, human resource to run the organization and proper office building to mobilize the human resource. A special office building has been felt a need to ensure smooth management and undertake day-to-day works of Devghat Area Development Committee. It should be constructed as specified by the master plan in accordance with the decision of the Committee. So the master plan has envisioned a private office building of the Committee in this area. The architectural design of the office building has been already carried out. It building will be of two-storey with design based on Nepali architecture. Its all walls will be constructed by bricks and its front will have also exposed bricks. A concept of meeting hall adjacent to back side of the building has been proposed with the capacity to accommodate people ranging 200-250. The building construction is needed to be completed at the earliest. 

5.1.7 Elderly People (Disabled) Home (Index No. A {DRW-01})

The comprehensive master plan ahs also incorporated the idea of setting up elderly people home keeping in mind the convenience to disabled elderly citizens and physically challenged people who could hardly move from one place to other. The elderly people home has been proposed nearby Beni Pond considering the difficulty to those who could not reach Benighat due to their disabilities and their aides who need to take the disabled old aged people to Benighat. The elderly people shelter is proposed in north-west part of present Pashupatinath temple towards Aghor Ashram. A building will be constructed where 12-15 elderly people could be accommodated and the Committee will make efforts to arrange this place only for extremely disabled people. 

5.1.8 Elderly People Home (Able) (Index No. T {DRW-01})

The concept of capable elderly people has also been mentioned in the comprehensive master plan. As the elderly people home currently on use has not been appropriate and male and female have to be accommodated in the same home, the separate elderly homes have been proposed. Therefore it is a must to construct homes for elderly citizens in the palce specified by the master plan. The master plan has allotted the area for this. The architectural design and estimated costs involved in the construction of the building has been already finalized so that it is to be put forth for implementation. A two-storey building has been proposed to arrange separate accommodation for male and female 

5.1.9 Dharmashala (Religious Shelter) (Index No. H,T1 {DRW-01})

There is no specific arrangement for thousands of devotees flocking Devghat-one of the important shrine-every year for their short-term stay. Realizing it a strong need, the concept of building religious shelters has been put in the master plan according to which it should be arranged in main three areas. Keeping in mind that all devotees and pilgrims do not have similar economic status, the master plan has envisoned religious shelters focusing on weaker sections. Such type of religious shelter has been proposed in fourth area. According to the plan, the first shelter is proposed to be built below Galeswor Ashram towards Pashupatinath temple, second towards Chakreswor Mahadev temple, third in town and fourth in the building where elderly people home is operated. The religious shelters are designed with two-storey structure. The master plan has only mentioned the concept of this type of building and the Committee should make necessary arrangement for detailed architectural, engineering design, survey and cost estimation. 

In addition, it seems essential to make necessary arrangement of kitchen dining for vegetarian pilgrims and devotees. It will be arranged around the religious shelters. The Area Development Committee will arrange and manage this type of religious shelters. But is is necessary to raise minimum fund from the pilgrims and devotees for the smooth operation and management of the religious homes. The Committee will make necessary decisions for this. 

5.1.10 Slate/Hymn Recitation Building (Index No. G {DRW-01})

Various religious people, including saints, abbot and ascetic obviously gather in any religiously important places. As hymns and religious recitations are the regular activities amid such gathering, hence the master plan has incorporated the concept of constructing slate and hymn recitation building. Helpless and disabled people could also stay for short term in such buildings and perceive sense of happiness being involved in hymn recitation. As per the plan, such buildings will be arranged in various places that includes first building towards north from Beni confluence (towards west from present Pashupatinath temple), second towards east and north from proposed Nepal mother temple and towards south from Chakreswor Mahadev temple. It has been proposed that such buildings would not exceed two-storey and the Committee should have carried out detailed architectural, engineering design by hiring concerned area expert. 

5.1.11 Nepal Mother Temple/Museum (Index No. M {DRW-01})

The comprehensive master plan has taken the concept of Nepal Mother Temple as a museum for which a three-storey building will be constructed. The building has been proposed in the heightened place in the western part from Maiyadevi Trust. Now there are cow sheds and some huts. The ground floor of the museum is proposed to be a big hall where a long-stretched map of Nepal will be pasted in the wall with clear indication of the location, distance and importance of all temples of Nepal. In the upstairs of the building, various archeological and other substances found in the area will be exhibited. The construction of the building should be started once its architectural engineering design will be completed. 

5.1.12 Information Center (Index No. Q1 {DRW-01})

With the view to disseminating accurate information about this area, the information center has been proposed in the master plan. The center will provide all information about Devghat area and appropriate advice, consultation and guide to individuals arriving Devghat with any objectives. Besides, the centre will prepare a brochure containing details of all structures and map of the area and provide to visitors and devotees. The architectural engineering of the centre should be made before starting construction works. The master plan has recommendation that construction works should be started by consulting with concerned area expert. 

5.1.13 Gurukul Vedic School and Hostel (Index O {DRW-01})

In view of preserving time-honored Hindu culture and giving continuity to the teaching and study of Vedic subjects, the master plan has allotted area for Vedic schools. The school has been proposed in the existing premises of Vedic schools, but the new building has been proposed in place of the old one. The building is designed to have class room, library, Reading Room, quarter for teachers etc. According to the plan, the school building will have at least two- storey and maximum three. The building will be constructed in such a way that it will reflect Nepali architecture. 

The hostel has also been envisaged in the premises of Vedic school and two buildings have been arranged for this. The buildings will have room for boys along with Reading Room, kitchen, dining etc. The master plan has suggested constructing the buildings on typical Nepali architecture. Detailed architecture engineering design is essential before the construction of building. 

Some Gurukuls are being operated inside core inner religious area on the initiative of saints and religious people. The government's support is felt a need to run the Vedic schools here and the Committee should take concrete initiative for this. 

Likewise, a training center is essential in the area so as to ensure uniformity in the science of rituals and it is deemed necessary to develop curriculum and set up publicity center to have this curriculum enforced. Similarly, a thought of setting up ritual science training centre has also been put forward with the motive that the trained human resource will get opportunity to promote this skills and knowledge in a professional manner. 

5.1.14 Female Gurukul (Index N1{DRW-01})

Realizing the need of female Gurukul School like that of male within Devghat premises, a plan for female Vedic school has been included. The Committee needs to run and manage the school with support from any Ashram for its proper development. 

5.1.15 Yoga-Naturopathy and Meditation Center (Index No. K1 {DRW-01})

A meditation and yoga practicing center has been proposed focusing practitioners coming to religious area to take respite from hectic life. The master plan has demarcated area for yoga-naturopathy and meditation center in some plain area towards north from Kaligandaki and towards south from Mukunda bazaar within core religious area. All in all, the area has been proposed as a complex. Therefore various buildings are proposed in this specific location. Generally the area has been allotted to develop as treatment center. At a scientific era when people are suffering from various ailments and health complication, experiencing deteriorating health condition from the use of allopathic medicines and willing to take joy in meditation and on spiritual activities by leaving the life of physical comforts, the Committee has felt an urgent need of developing this area to cure people. Besides the construction of various buildings in the area, a naturopathic hospital is planned to be constructed here. The buildings proposed for the construction in the area includes yoga training and practicing center, meditation center, administrative building, kitchen/dining center, staffers building, naturopathic treatment center, hostel, inquiry center and herbal plants preservation and crystallization center. Likewise, the construction of Parnakuti has been proposed in the premises of Aghor Ashram towards Tanahun. 

The detailed architecture engineering design is needed before the constructions of all buildings in this area. In this connection, the Committee should move ahead by preparing a separate plan in coordination with concerned agency. 

5.1.16 Ritual Service (Karmakanda) Center (Index O1 {DRW-01})

Various rituals are performed in Devghat area every year. As there is no lack of place for these rituals to perform, however, there is a need of separate building for the purpose. The rituals that took place here are mostly Bratabandha (a religious ceremony of wearing of the holy thread). The building has been proposed in the master plan to use this place for wedding and other rituals. Indeed, this type of building will be useful for locals, devotees and pilgrims. The master plan has proposed this building nearby river bank towards Tanahun area. The detailed architectural and engineering design should be made prior to the construction works. 

5.1.17 Hospice (Index No. B {DRW-01})

A concept has been floated to build a hospice nearby the meeting point Dovan in core religious area. It is planned thinking that it will ease people reaching at the last moment of funeral bed to take holy dip in Beni. As per the master plan, the hospice has been demarcated in the north-west of proposed Beni Pond towards south-west from present Pashupatinath temple. Its detailed architecture design and estimation have yet to be prepared which should be carried out before construction works. It is better if it will be constructed at the earliest. 

5.1.18 Hotel/Lodge

To make necessary arrangement for hotels/lodges in the market area as specified in physical development plan of main religious areas of Devghatdham, the Committee should demarcate necessary land and develop structures accordingly. The idea behind this is that the religious tourists visiting Devghat area can get facilities of living and food accommodation 

5.2 Proposed Plans Towards Chitwan Side: 

5.2.1 Religious Shelter (Dharmashala) (Index A {DRW-02})

The concept of Dharmashala has been included in the master plan as no living accommodation is arranged for the devotees and pilgrims visiting the holy shrine Devghat. Such arrangements should be made in main areas. Definite areas for some religious shelters have been demarcated with the objective of rendering various service and facilities to pilgrims and other visitors in Devghat. The policy and regulations of the committee should be recognized while constructing shelters in the areas. The existing shelters have been kept as it was. 

The master plan has also demarcated area for the construction of new shelters. Approval could be granted to any community, individual and organizations for the construction of shelters in the area if they come up with expression of interest within the standard of the Committee. The areas, including one nearby present police post and another close to Hanuman temple have been allotted. The map of master plan has indicated the area. The detailed engineering design needs to be made during construction works. 

It is felt a need to arrange vegetarian kitchen for food accommodation to the pilgrims and devotees, and it will be arranged to place nearby shelters. The Committee will arrange and manage such type of shelters. But there should be regulation to raise minimum fund from the pilgrims for the smooth operation and management of these shelters. The Committee can take necessary decision in this regard. 

5.2.2 Slate/Rest House (Index O {DRW-02})

The master plan has included previous structures of slate or rest house constructed for pilgrims. It is found that some rest houses are being used unmanaged homes. The situation there is that the Committee should take these rest houses on own control for their reconstruction and sound management. The structures are clearly marked in the map of master plan. 

5.2.3 Hawan Mandap (Index H {DRW-02})

The concept of Hawan Mandap (an open spaced pavilion for fire sacrifice) is included in the master plan for performing all types of fire sacrifice and yagyas. It will be useful for holy functions such as wedding and other rituals. An attractive shade has also been included as a plan to protect the Mandap from sun and rain. At least 4-5 families could perform such functions inside the shade one at a time. The Mandap could be constructed by completing detailed design estimate. The Mandap Home is indicated in the map of master plan. It is proposed towards river bank. 

It is essential to make necessary arrangement for wedding stage inside all main temples in the area as far as possible. It will help raise fund to manage respective temple on own resources. 

5.2.4 Hymn Recitation Home: 

The master plan has included a concept of arranging special homes for reciting hymns and songs in praise of god around the temples in Tanahun, Chitwan and Nawalparasi area. It will be planned in such a way that at least 100 devotees could be accommodated in each home. The homes should be constructed as specified by the master plan once the Committee carried out detailed study and fixed the area. 

5.2.5 Elderly People Home (Index M,F {DRW-02})

A plan has been made to arrange well-equipped elderly people home towards Chitwan side. Area has been allotted for the construction of well-rounded building to accommodate living and food for elderly male and female. An elderly home is planned to be constructed nearby Ram Temple in the bank of Narayani River so that it will be easier for elderly people to take bath and other functions. The two-storey home will have the capacity to accommodate around 90 old-aged people. Its construction should be started once its architectural design and estimated costs will be finalized. It is clearly indicated in the map. 

A well-equipped elderly people home is being constructed nearby present theatre for reciting scriptures and religious books with the assistance of Non-Resident Nepalese (NRN). But it seems it is being constructed in the area demarcated for other purpose. Though the area has been allotted as a definite place for the purpose of mass gathering, it has also been incorporated in the master plan since construction is already underway. 

Likewise, the Rotary Karunalaya (a place to nurture compassion and mercy) located towards the river bank is being run in a well-managed way. There is an arrangement of area nearby the river for cultivating grains free of cost. The building has been marked in the map. 

5.2.6 Community Development and Service Center (Index R.{DRW-02})

The master plan has delineated appropriate place to materialize the vision of community area and building with the objective of managing all ritualistic works beginning from the vary day of birth to death of human life. The area for the construction of buildings for the purpose has been demarcated in the bank of the Narayani River towards Chitwan side. It is arranged so that rituals like wedding, brata-bandha, funeral rites could be performed. There should be an arrangement to raise minimum fund for the use of these buildings. It will help operate day-to-day activities and protection of the temple. Any individual, organization etc could construct such buildings and hand over to the Committee and the Committee should take necessary steps ahead, or the Committee could also construct the buildings on own resources. The buildings should be constructed in the area with minimum standards the Committee specified. Areas not specified by the Committee are strictly not allowed for the construction of such structures. The shape and structure of such community building will be as indicated in the master plan. But the size of the building can be varied as per the area. The constructor should undertake detailed engineering design and estimates as mentioned in the master plan. The building has been marked in the map. 

5.2.7 Park and Garden (Index E {DRW-02})

Besides other structures and concept, the master plan has proposed some parks and gardens in the Devghat premises which are clearly shown in the map. The construction costs can only be figured out after the detailed engineering design estimates which should be done before the construction period. The park has been proposed downside of Hanuman temple along the bank of the river from where it is comfortable for tourists and devotees for sight-seeing of beautiful landscapes around the river. In addition, a flower garden has also been proposed here; the flowers of the garden can be offered to deities and also be sold off. The garden should be developed as a commercial center for flowers. Various species of seasonal flowers will be planted and produced in the nursery. The park/garden has been marked in the map of the master plan. 

5.2.8 Greater Religious Recitation Stage (Index S {DRW-02})

The master plan has proposed and incorporated a concept of an open place for various religious recitations to take place from time to time. It has been proposed as a big space so that 4-5,000 devotees could easily be arranged. In addition, a special stage for individual who recites religious scriptures has been proposed in the premises. The area seems to be appropriate for seven-day, nine-day Mahayagya or for recitation of scriptures and Purans.  The area has been indicated in the master plan map. Some of its construction works have been carried out but works for the expansion of area need to be undertaken on time. 

5.2.9 New Inn/Rest House Index O {DRW-02})

People are often interested to sponsor for the construction of Inn and rest house in the area keeping in mind the significance of holy pilgrimage site Devghatdham. Therefore, unlike the demarcation of area for new temple, the master plan should also allot land for the construction of inn and rest houses. The contractor concerned should take approval from the Committee for the use of the area. Though the area has not been shown in the master plan, the Devghat Area Development Committee should construct rest homes in various places where it deems essential or provide land for construction. 

5.2.10 Lekhnath Park (Index A1{DRW-02})

A concept of building Modern Park in between the bus park and school area has been put forward. It has been named Lekhnath Park. The park is expected to be useful for taking rest, seeing sights and for protecting school from noise pollution. Its detailed engineering design and estimation will be done during construction period. It has been marked in master plan map. 

5.2.11 Dilliram Baba Memorial Park (Index B1{DRW-02})

A modern park is proposed to be constructed as a buffer zone in from the school area. The park has been named Dilliram Baba Memorial park before the name of Dilliram for his big contribution to the development of Devghat. The park will be used to take rest and for sight-seeing, and will add beauty of the religious area. Its detailed engineering design and cost estimation will be carried out during construction time. It ahs been indicated in the map of master plan. 

5.2.12 Drainage Processing Center (Index Z {DRW-02})

With the objective of keeping the environment of Devghat area clean and fresh, a drainage processing center has been proposed in the area to crystallize dirty water coming out from the drainages and flow it to the Narayani River. Its cost will be estimated once its detailed engineering design will be completed. The area has been shown in the map of the master plan. The master plan has a recommendation to begin its design works only after consulting with its experts. 

5.2.13 Graveyard (Index Y{DRW-02})

Realizing the need of graveyard towards Chitwan side of Devghat area, it has been mentioned in the physical development plan of the area. It was deemed needy to set up graveyards along the bank of Narayani River towards west from Devghat entry gate and another also in the bank of Narayani River nearby Narayangarh bazaar. Graveyards are not being found properly developed with the up and down of water current in the river and people's personal interest to perform last rites in the area very close to water current. Therefore, the graveyard should be built in keeping with high flood area during the rainy season and water current during dry season. The plan proposes to arrange a generator during dry season in a definite place for cremation purpose. 

The Committee will form sub-committee in each graveyard area to smoothly operate and manage graveyards. There needs an arrangement of cemented way from the main road to graveyard and of drainage on one side of the way during rainy season. There should be the arrangement of firewood for the last rites. For all these needy areas to be addressed, a home for those who observe funeral rites, a godow with capacity of keeping 2-4 tones of firewood and a shade-like home with toilet and water for funeral processionists should be managed nearby graveyard. 

5.2.14 Electric Crematorium Home (Index W {DRW-02})

In view of day by day increasing tradition of performing last rites in Devghat having an annual record of around 800 graves for funeral rites, realizing the difficulty in future the shortage of firewood, an electronic crematorium has been proposed in the area in keeping with the preservation of forest resource. The area has also been shown in the map of master plan. 

5.2.15 Hospice (Index B {DRW-02})

A concept of constructing hospice has been proposed in the master plan of Devhgaht towards Chitwan side to serve people's interest to spend final moments of life in holy pilgrimage site. The hospice is proposed nearby the home for persons observing funeral rites. The detailed engineering design and estimates should be made before staring construction works. It has been depicted in the map of master plan. 

5.2.16 Home for those observing funeral rites (Index C {DRW-02})

The master plan has allotted place (around 20-25 metres distance) proposed for people observing funeral rites nearby graveyard. The plan is to construct building where living and food accommodation along with bathroom and toilet could be arranged for those observing funeral rites in the place as per own rituals. Open area needed for performing last rites has also been arranged nearby hospice. Buildings are to be constructed so that other persons (caretakers) other than those observing funeral rites could be accommodated. Now there is one rest house for the purpose which is not enough. It is marked in the map of master plan. A detailed engineering design has to be prepared before the beginning of construction. 

5.3 Proposed Plans Towards Nawalparasi Side:

A Gurukul Ashram has been proposed as a model of religious and spiritual center in core religious area on Nawalparasi region. The idea has been put forward with a view to applying Vedic educational environment in the modern era. It has incorporated the educational system in accordance with Vedic discipline. Besides, another religious and spiritual center adjacent to this has also been proposed. Various structures have been proposed in hits center which will be used for religious debate, spiritual investigation and contemplation. The master plan has included a thought that center will promote Gurukul discipline and decorum and educational excellence. The idea behind is to establish this center a special place for religious and spiritual debate and contemplation. Various structures have been envisioned in this center, which are as follows. 

5.3.1 School Building (Index 1{DRW-05})

It is the school building proposed on the concept of Gurukul which is envisaged as a main place for students to acquire education in course of day-to-day curricular activities. Four buildings have been proposed for this. 

5.3.2 GURU RESIDENCE (Index 2{DRW-05})

This type of building has been proposed for rest and living accommodation for Gurus. 

5.3.3 Hostel (Index 3{DRW-05})

The building has been proposed from the perspective of using it as a sleeping room for students in the night. It will be used to arrange for general living and sleeping for students 

5.3.4 Administrative Building (Index 4{DRW-05})

A building has been proposed here to run day-to-day administrative works of the center. The building will be used to look after daily administrative works of both Gurukul and religious spiritual center. 

5.3.5 Library and Reading Room (Index 5{DRW-05})

A big library has been proposed in this area since it is the center also for religious spiritual study, research and debate. It will have various books and resource materials on religion, spiritualism and other sectors. Besides, it needs to have the comprehensive collection of world famous books on different languages. The thought behind this is that any student or researchers could easily get access to books and reference materials on any subjects to undertake research and study. 

A separate Reading Room has also been proposed in the master plan with a view that individuals who come for spiritual debate and contemplation and other purposes could carry out his/her reading-writing activities in a congenial atmosphere and would not disturb in the library. 

5.3.6 Store Building (Index 6 {DRW-05})

A store house has been proposed in the master plan keeping in mind the need of storing the things essential for the operation of this center. 

5.3.7 Employees Quarter (Index 7{DRW-05})

Quarters for employees have also been proposed in the master plan in keeping with the convenience for employees since it will be difficult for them to frequently travel to and from office. 

5.3.8 Religious Shelter (free of cost) (Index 8{DRW-05})

Though this center is especially used for saints, religious gurus and students, the master plan has proposed this in such a way that it will allow a short-term living of people with poor economic condition. The Committee will take overall management for this. 

5.3.9 Religious Shelter (With Charge) (Index 9{DRW-05})

The master plan has proposed the construction of religious shelters so that people having capacity to afford could make their accommodation easily. But there is different type of arrangement regarding the vision for building such religious shelters. Arrangement will be made that anyone can stay in the shelters with certain charge. The concept is that people coming for the purpose of religious and spiritual thinking can also reside in these buildings. Each building will have four blocks with arrangement that each block will be used for living and food accommodation for one person. 

5.3.10 Cow Shed (Index 10{DRW-05})

Cow rearing is also the area of attraction in religious sector. There is special significance of the milk of cow in various temples, shelters and other religious activities. Keeping in mind the facilities of grass and meadow (land for grazing), the master plan has arranged for cow sheds in different places within forest areas. It has been proposed for the smooth supply of milk, curd, ghee etc to Gurus and students of Gurukul. The master plan has recommendation that the cow sheds will be run by making arrangement for grass from the forest nearby. 

5.3.11 Different Temples

The master plan has proposed different temples of lord Shiva, lord Bishnu and lord Ganesh, among other deities, in the center realizing the religious significance of the place and has also come up with a concept of building a pit for preserving consecrated fire (fire sacrifice). 

a. Shiva Temple Index 11{DRW-05}:

It seems very necessary for the center having temples since the centre itself is named as Gurukul Ashram and has religious spiritual center. The concept of temple has been encompassed in the master plan realizing this need. The Committee should put forward detailed engineering design, cost estimation of these buildings and other necessary works on priority basis. 

b. Bishnu Temple Index 12{DRW-05}:

The concept of Bishnu temple is also proposed in the master plan and the Committee should steer ahead necessary works such as detailed engineering design, cost estimation of the temple on priority basis. 

c. Ganesh Temple Index 13{DRW-05}:

A temple of lord Ganesh is also proposed in the master plan and the Committee will take up necessary responsibility to carry out detailed engineering design and cost estimations on priority basis. 

d. Fire Sacrifice Pit (Hawan Mandir) Index 14{DRW-05}:

The master plan has proposed the construction of pit for preserving consecrated fire keeping practice in mind that various worships are offered here from time to time due to its wider religious significance. The Committee should move ahead by carrying out detailed engineering design, cost estimation and other works on priority basis. 

5.3.12 Stand/Evening Gathering Place (Index 15{DRW-05}):

The master plan has proposed a stand or a stage for gathering and consultations purpose in the evening after the end of daily works. With a view to make the center environmentally fresh and clean, and beautiful, the master plan has proposed the concept of park and garden in various places. The responsibility of planting and protecting various species of fruit saplings in the garden should be taken up by the Committee. The master plan has had a thought to make the environment of the area delightful by developing it as a model. 

5.3.13 Religious/Spiritual Chowk Index 17{DRW-05}:

The master plan has proposed attractive place where a statute of important person from religious and spiritual perspectives will be set up and placed beautifully. The Committee will move ahead its detailed architecture design, and cost estimation on priority basis. 

5.3.14 Community Building (Index 21{DRW-05}):

Keeping in mind all possible activities in the center, a community building has been proposed in the center so it will help accomplish such works. Any community works could be carried out in this building. 

5.3.15 Reading Area Index 22{DRW-05}:

A separate reading room has been proposed in the master plan so that people coming for spiritual delight could also take books from library and enjoy reading. It would reduce mobility of people in the library which will be easier for devotees and researchers. The Committee should move ahead detailed engineering design and cost estimation of the building on priority basis. 

4.3.16 Kitchen/ Dinning Hall (Gurus) Index 23{DRW-05}:

A concept of kitchen/dinning hall for Gurus involved in teaching/learning activities has also been proposed in the center. According to this, food will be served in the kitchen in a definite time and Gurus will have their daily meals. The Area Development Committee should carry out detailed engineering design and cost estimation of the hall on priority basis. 

5.3.17 Kitchen/ Dinning Hall (Students) Index 24{DRW-05}:

Meal and food for students will be served from this hall and students will come here and have their regular meals. The detailed engineering and cost estimation of the building have yet to be completed. 

5.3.18 Playing Ground/Open Gathering Spot Index 25{DRW-05}:

A concept of constructing play ground has been proposed as an open gathering spot and play ground keeping in mind such activities in the center. In this building, both types of religious, cultural, intellectual and sports related activities can be presented in an easy manner. Consultancy should be taken from thematic experts prior to the construction of such building. It will be better to steer ahead works in this regard by undertaking detailed engineering design and cost estimation. 

5.3.19 Parking Index 26{DRW-05}:

A concept of parking vehicles nearby play ground has been proposed in keeping with the mobility of vehicles during public gathering and functions. 

5.3.20 Kitchen/ Dinning Index 27{DRW-05}:

Devotees, excluding Gurus and students, who do not like to prepare and have meals at own residence, will be served meals in the kitchen in definite time on prior information. The Committee will arrange for this by itself or forming another vice-committee. The detailed engineering design and cost estimation will be carried out on priority basis. 

5.3.21 Bus Park Index 28{DRW-05}:

Bus service will be operated in the area with facility of motorway in the future according to the concept of the center and the concept of Bus Park has been proposed in course of the planned development of the area. The Committee will coordinate with agencies concerned to carry out detailed engineering design of Bus Park. 

5.3.22 Meditation Center:

A big Sadhana center and yoga and meditation center has been proposed to construct by occupying all lands in Lete Tandi nearby the center. The Committee will arrange the land and carry out detailed engineering design in a planned way. 

5.3.23 Bath taking Spot:
It seems essential to construct cemented safe bathtaking spot in various places along the bank of the Narayani River, including in the yard nearby Keladi and Laxminrisingh Dham and towards east from Radhakrishna temple. The concept is that the structure will be concrete-made with steps like in Devghat meeting point so that ups and downs of water level in the river will not affect to bring it into use. But its detailed technical feasibility should be undertaken and cost estimation should be made prior to its construction. 

5.3.24 Graveyard:

A concept is proposed to construct a graveyard below 150-200 metres from the bridge over the Narayani River towards south on Gaindakot side. Besides, graveyards will be constructed along the bank of Narayani River towards Keladi, Hardi and Laxminrising Divyadham. The arrangement of house for persons observing funeral rites, godow for keeping firewood and shade for participants of funeral procession should be made. 

5.4 Other Plans:

5.4.1 Wedding Stage:

It seems necessary to arrange for wedding stage-an open spaced pavilion for wedding function-in the premises of major temples of the area as far as possible. It will be helpful to people with religious venereation and raise fund of the respective temple and its smooth operation and management. It is proposed to construct such stage nearby Kedar temple towards Tanahun and in the premises of Shiva Temple below NRN old-age home towards Chitwan. 

5.4.2 Hymn Recitation Spot:

A concept of spot for recitation of hymns and songs in praise of god accompanied by music has been proposed in appropriate places around the temples in Tanahun, Chitwan and Nawalparasi sides in the Devghat area premises. Each spot will have the capacity to accommodate at least 100 devotees. The Committee should fix appropriate places for construction by undertaking detailed study and steer ahead necessary works. 

5.4.3 Religious Shelter:

As there is no any arrangement to accommodate short-term stay for devotees and pilgrims in shrine like Devghat, a concept of constructing religious shelter has been proposed in which the arrangement should be made in main three areas. It seems essential to arrange vegetarian-friendly kitchen for accommodation to pilgrims and devotees. It is proposed to arrange nearby religious shelter. The Committee will make necessary arrangement of such religious shelter and take up responsibility of its management. But it is deemed necessary to raise a certain amount from devotees to smoothly manage the religious shelter. The Committee could take necessary decisions in this regard. 

5.4.4 Hotel/Lodge:

The Devghat Area Development Committee should make arrangement for the development of structures for hotel/lodge by demarcating necessary land in the market area specified in physical development plan of major religious areas of Devghat Dham. It is because religious tourists arriving here could get facility of living as per their wish. 

5.4.5 Kitchen for Vegetarian:

It is necessary that the Committee arrange kitchen for vegetarian in main areas of Devghat Dham as there is no any standard vegetarian-friendly kitchen for pilgrims, devotees and tourists. The Committee could coordinate with an Ashram among others to arrange for the kitchen for vegetarians. In addition, the Committee should make arrangement for this with the approach of Publi-Private Partnership. But the Committee should take initiative for this. 

Chapter-6

6. Sub-Core Religious Area

6.1 Archeological Areas under Devghat Dham

It is significant to preserve, excavate and renovate the archeologically very important places in line with the reports on archeology no matter what concept the master plan has put forth within the boundary of the preserved monumental area. 

The master plan is prepared on the understanding that if fossils/remnants of any big/important structure are found during excavation, the plans proposed in the master plan of the area will be scrapped and works will be put forward from archeological point of view, and if such structures are not found or fossils of minor structures are found during the course, the plans proposed by master plan will be steered ahead as per the advice of archeologist. Following archeological information will help make clear as what and how works are to be undertaken in archeological area before carrying out other works. 

Clear and comprehensive information about Devghat Area have not yet been substantially come outside owing to inadequate research and study. However, it is proved with the written document till 15th century and religious scriptures- Skandapuran and Himwatkhanda-providing important details about Devghat that it has been considered the holy shrine since time immemorial. The places considered to be archeologically important in the area are as follows. 

a. Chakreswor Mahadev Temple located in Devghat VDC-2, Tanahun District, Gandaki Zone. 

b. Bagiswori Area located in Bharatpur Municipality-11, Chitwan District, Narayani Zone. In this area, two idols of tiger along with stone statue of Goddess and a well was found in 2038 while excavating in course of performing Koti Hom (A Religious Sacrifice). Archeologists guessed that the structures are that of 15th or 16th century. 

c. Ganesh Temple and Well located in Bharatpur Municipality-11 of Chitwan District, Narayani Zone are considered to be important from archeological point of view. But the present status is apparently causing negative effect. 

d. Maula Kalika Temple situated in Gaindakot VDC-1 of Nawalparasi District, Lumbini Zone. It is considered important from archeological perspective. It is difficult to guess as what was its actual structure because a RCC temple with three-storey slope roof (26'-0"x26'-0") has been constructed in the area the ancient temple was located. 

e. Makram Danda (Mountain) located in Gaindakot VDC is also deemed important from archeological perspective. Further research and study is yet to be carried out on the place where ancient bricks and idols were found. 

f. Satbhaiya Danda (Mountain) located in Devghat-4 towards Tanahun side and ancient bricks, inscribed stones and antique fossils are needed to be studied from archeological perspectives on the basis of prevailing hearsay and myths. 

6.2 Sub-Core Religious Areas:

Following archeological areas, which are not included in core religious area under Devghat Area, have been kept under sub-core religious area. 

6.2.1 Chakreswor Mahadev Temple:

The area of Chakreswor Mahadev Temple, Panchayan Temple located in Devghat VDC of Tanahun District, Gandaki Zone is seen important from archeological point of view. As it is also included in the core religious area, its plans are incorporated in the core area. 

6.2.2 Bagiswori Area (DRW - 06)M

Bagiswori temple located in Bharatpur municipality-1 of Chitwan District, Narayani Zone and fossils/remnants of idols excavated in the area are found archeologically important. Two idols of tiger along with stone statue of Goddess and a well was found in 2038 while excavating in course of performing Kotihom (A Big Religious Sacrifice). Archeologists guessed that the structures are that of 15th or 16th century. There seems lack of attention towards preserving archeologically important idols and structures found after excavation in the area. It seems essential to carry out construction works as per the concept of Panchayan Temple found during excavation in the area. It is very much important to put forward works in the area by consulting with archeologists. The map is included in the master plan so as to put forward works accordingly. 

a. Bagiswori Temple (Index 5a {DRW-06})M

The reconstruction of Bagiswori has been recently completed as per the directives of the Department of Archeology. 

b. Panchayan Temple (Index 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d & 5e {DRW-06})M 

On the basis of the relic found during excavation and the fossils obtained due to the existence of chief gods of Hindus in the place as stated by archeologists, following temples will be constructed in the area. 

The Panchayan Temple-the temple of Chief Gods of Hindus-will be given complete shape by constructing Bagiswori Temple (5a) in the middle, Ganesh Temple (5b) towards north-west, Gorakshya Temple (5e) towards north-east, Laxmi Narayan Temple (5c) towards south-west and Surya Temple (5d) towards south-east from Bagiswori Temple in the area. And the reconstructions works should be accomplished accordingly. 

c. Yogi Naraharinath Ashram (Index 1 and 2 {DRW-06})M

The Ashram of Yogi Naraharinagth should be well preserved by keeping the Ashram in the area as it was. Besides Ashram, area has been allotted for the construction of a stage for religious recitation, small inns and other structures for religious purpose and the master plan has put forward a plan to utilize rest of the land for the construction of a park. Similarly, the master plan has taken up a concept of keeping the Yogi Naraharinath Ashram and Hawankunda-pit for preserving consecrated fire-located in the Bagiswori area as it was and ensuring the preservation of the area. 

d. Inn/Rest House (Index 3 {DRW-06})

Realizing the need of inns and rest homes in the religious sites in keeping with the mobility of various saints, preachers, virtuous people, disabled and helpless, the master plan has put forth a concept of constructing these structures in the Bagiswori area. The religious and helpless people can stay and take rest for a few days and make departure to their destination. The Devghat Area Development Committee will construct such structures in the area specified by the master plan based on the design and estimation prepared by technicians. 

e. Place for Religious Recitation (Index 4 {DRW-06})

There is no doubt that saints and religious preachers will be frequently gathered in the place following the reconstruction of the Panchayan temple in the area in future. Recitation of scriptures and religious functions will be held in the area and a special place for recitation is essential which is mentioned in the master plan. 

f. Picnic Spot/Play Ground Index 19 and 6 {DRW-06})

Since Bagiswori area is not so far from Narayangarh bazaar and has high people's mobility, the master plan has put forward a concept of arranging a picnic spot in the area with a view to also providing entertainment to people visiting Devghat for religious purpose. In addition, a play ground is also under the plan set by master plan realizing entertainment for people. 

g. Ayurveda, Naturopathy, Yoga and Bio-diversity Study/Research Center (Index 9,10 & 11 {DRW-06})

The master plan has floated a concept to use hostel blocks among the structures built by Baharatpur Medical College as Aurveda, Naturopathy, Yoga and Bio-diversity Study/Research Center in the area. As shown in the map, three types of research-based institutions will get established in the area and ultimately the centers will be operated for human welfare works. Among the three centers, the first center will be used for works related to Auyurveda medical research, study and education as a model Gurukul. The second center will be used to undertake study, research and educational activities on naturopathy and yoga. Works related to bio-diversity research and study and educational activities for its protection will be carried out in third center. The Bagiswori area may contribute a lot to the country in these three genres in future. But the Committee should take bold initiatives for this and a all-party committee should be formed to expedite ahead this challenging and laudable tasks. 

h. Office Building M(Index 8,13 & 14 {DRW-06})

The master plan has encompassed a plan to construct administrative and academic building, kitchen and store, library, Ayurveda building and classrooms required for day-to-day administrative works, storing necessary goods and books, display and sale of AyurVedic medicines and running daily classes in the center. 

i. Principal and Students Quarter (Index 12 & 18 {DRW-06})

The master plan has a concept to arrange quarter for principals, teachers and students of the three streams in the building. 

j. Information Center | M(Index 16 {DRW-06})

With the objective of collecting and disseminating information and supervising and operating all works of the center, the master plan has included a concept of arranging office building of Devghat Area Development Committee. 

k. Museum (Index 17 {DRW-06})

A museum has been proposed in the area for the protection of and research and study on archeologically important things. 

l. Cow Shed (Index 25 {DRW-06})

The master plan has put forth a concept to manage cows around in the number of 100 in Bagiswori area. Due to the lack of management of existing cowshed, the expected outcomes have not been made. Therefore, firstly, the Committee should arrange appropriate cowshed and land to produce fodder and foliage. Likewise, water sources in forest necessary for cow should be protected. However, it seems essential for the government to make investment in the beginning through the Committee, later cowsheds will be managed independently. 

m. Motor Parking (Index 22{DRW-06})

The area will witness mobility of people which is required for the day-to-day operation of the centers. In and out of vehicles will also get increased, therefore the master plan has come up with a concept to arrange two motor parking in the area. Buses will be parked along the side of main way while other small vehicles will be arranged for parking in inner parts. 

n. Regarding Medical College: 

A medical college is established nearby Bagiswori temple located in the forest area of Chitwan. Apparently, the existing place is not appropriate for medical college as hospital should be in near distance in keeping with need of its expansion in future and practical education for students. Another thing is that people's crowd will obviously go up with the establishment of hospital and will affect bio-diversity and incredible natural beauty of Diyalo Bungalow area. Third reason is that it may affect existing physical structures of medical college when excavation nearby Bagiswori temple close to medical college needs to be carried out. It is said fossils/remnants of Bagiswori temple are underlying nearby medical college. Fourth reason is that the presence of medical college in the religious area seems improper so that the medical college should be shifted from the existing area. The medical college should be removed from the area at the earliest since the court also issued verdict to shift the college to another place in keeping with the essence. 

As stated in the physical development plan, the medical college established in the Bagiswori area should be transferred and plans specified by the master plan of Devghat Area Development Committee should be executed in the area. The master plan formulation committee has recommendation to use the structures of Medical College by the Committee and utilize its some space for Ayurveda and Yoga Practice Center and remaining space for Naturopathy and Research Center, and for Bio-diversity Study and Protection Center. Besides, some of the structures could be used for official purpose of the Committee and Information Center. 

o. Bashishtha Ashram (Index 26 {DRW-06})

The master plan has also incorporated the area of Bashistha Ashram located in south-west from Panchayan temple and in east from the Narayani River. Collaboration with the Committee is essential to prevent new constructions in future and for preservation of bio-diversity in the area. 

p. Other Works:

In addition, a concept of setting up picnic spots in the area has also been included in the master plan. Likewise, the master plan has put forward another concept of constructing Gathering Square in various places to conduct small programme in public gathering. As it is in forest area, arrangement has been made to protect trees and roads. 

Besides, it needs the existing cowsheds in the area should be managed well to reap adequate advantages from the structures. Therefore, the Committee should make necessary arrangement of cowsheds and land for fodder and foliage for cattle. 

A concept of motor parking is incorporated in the master plan realizing the need of Motor Park in future in course of the development of the area. 

6.2.3 Ganeshsthan Area (Index 20 {DRW-07})

a) Protection of Land: Ganesh Temple and Well situated in Bharatpur municipality-11 of Chitwan district, Narayani Zone are archaeologically important but rampant settlement in the area has mounted negative effect on such archeological places. The major area of its land is seen encroached. According to locals, there was 22 bigahas of land in the beginning but now is limited to only 5-6. If the land is not protected and preserved, the area will again be reduced so the committee should protect the land as soon as possible. For this, the Committee should fence the land. Apart from this, the Ganesh temple should be preserved with due care and attention. 

b) Ganesh Temple and other temples (Index 1,2,3, DRW-07): 

 Kamaleshwor temple and Santoshi-Mata temple near the existing Ganesh temple are also in need of proper protection and care. The building for Religious Gathering (Satsang) located in the eastern part of the temple should be reconstructed and brought to use. 

c) Garden and Extension of Premises (DRW-07): 

By incorporating temple and other structures, the master plan has put forth a concept of developing the area as a religious garden for its proper development. Mainly, it is needed to properly upgrade and widen the entrance road of the area. It width needs to be expanded up to 22 meters if it is feasible. The arrangement of motor parking (Index 11, DRW-07) is included in the master plan in keeping with the convenience of visitors and pilgrims coming with vehicles. The concept of Festivity Shed (Index 10, DRW-07) has also been mentioned in master plan focusing on pilgrims who wish to perform some rituals and enjoy get together and picnic there. Likewise, the concepts of Gathering Square (Index 14, DRW-07) and toilet (Index 13, DRW-07) have also been integrated in the master plan. 

d) Kumbhi Sarowar (Pond) (Index 15 DRW-07): 

In addition, the master plan has developed a concept to obstruct water flow in Kumbhi Khola (rivulet), which is flowing towards northern part of Ganeshsthan, to collect water for the construction of a pond. Religious plants and flowers will surround the pond to add beauty in the area. These works can be accomplished easily If people are made aware and conscious about its significance. Since water-induced risks are always there during rainy season, the level of pond should be lower than that of Ganeshsthan. Light wooden bridge is proposed over Kumbhi Sarowar which will be helpful to reach the picnic spot located in northern part of the Sarowar and closely observe natural beauty of the surrounding. 

6.2.4 Maulakalika Temple (Index 1 DRW-08):  

This temple is situated in beautiful place inside forest area of Gaindakot V.D.C-1 of Nawalparasi district, Lumbini zone. As the temple area is important from archaeological point of view, proper attention should be placed for its development and preservation. It is difficult enough to find out its real structure and shape as a new three-storied R.C.C building (temple) with sloped ceiling (26’-0”*26’-0”) has been constructed here. 

As proposed, the improvement and upgrade of 2.5 kms long foot trail to slate-paved ascent way to Maulakalika temple is completed. Existing number of Stands (Chautaris) on the way to Maulakalika is not enough so that number of Chauataris should be increased. It will be convenient for pilgrims if drinking water taps are installed in various places on way to the temple. Keeping in mind that such facility should be provided in the area below Baghkhor, the master plan has proposed to install more taps here. Plantation of Parijat tree in the area has added the aesthetic beauty of the surrounding. In this way, by planting such trees on both sides of the way, the area could be made further beautiful thereby contributing to the sustainable development and preservation of biodiversity. 

Following are the other plans of this area:

A) Proposed Physical Plans in Siddhi Ganesh and Krishna Temple area:

 1) Construction of garden and plantation of the saplings of various species along the left and right side of way from office building to the entrance gate.

2) Construction of cemented huts (buildings) for religious and tourism market right outside the entrance gate.

3) Construction of staff quarter in the premises of entrance gate.

4) Construction of one additional public toilet in the premises of entrance gate.

5) Arrangement of pure drinking water in the premises

6) Construction of dam in Chobhar Khola for the construction of pond. 

7) Complete constructions works in Matshya Avatar pond. 

8) Construction of garden surrounding the pond. 

9) Arrange container for garbage management. 

10) Quarter for the priest inside Ganesh Temple premises. 

11) Construction of booth (Yagya Mandap) for festive like wedding, bratabandha etc in the premise 

12) Construction of a hall in front of Shree Krishna temple for reciting hymns and offer worship. 

13) Construction of Santoshi-Mata’s Temple in the area.

14) Construction of sales department for religious and tourism materials. 

15) Canteen inside Ganesh temple area.

16) Construction of two stands (Chautaris) in front and behind Ganesh temple. 

17) Setting up garden/orchard in the plain land situated in the northern part of Ganesh temple. 

18) Erecting statues of widely-acclaimed laureates of Nepal in Sahityik Sadan (Literary Home) placing water fountain in the center. 

19) Construction of park around garden/orchard and different-sized rest-spots (chairs).

20) Construction of storehouse in appropriate place. 

21) Zoo: Construction of mini-zoo by constructing habitats for different species of wild animals and birds. It has been proposed to accomplish these works without bringing any harm to natural environment. It has been proposed that caution for environmental protection will be paid attention while doing any works in the premises. This place will be established above the Literary Home

22) Picnic Spot: An area covering east-west part from Amrit Stone Spout (Dhungedhara) part is proposed for the construction of picnic spot. A beautiful picnic spot will be constructed with keeping intact the panoramic beauty of the area. The spot includes picnic shade, dance shade, kitchen, toilet, garden, drinking water-tap, fountain of water. This area is and will be managed and handled under Maulakalika Society center. This area will be known as Shanti Ban Batika (Peace Garden). 

23) A beautiful lake will be constructed in watershed area of Fedi Khola. 

2) Proposed Physical Plans in Mohan Chautari Area:

a) Construction of public toilet in Mohan Chautari area

b) Construction of open canteen

c) Construction of Stand (Chautari) in Pokesaaj

d) Construction of two Stand (Chautari) in plain land above Gautam drinking water and Fedikhola

e) Construction of rest house and public toilet in plain land above Fedikhola

f) Arrangement of container for garbage management

g) Construction of stand (Chautari) nearby Gautam Drinking water

h) Construction of stand (Chautari) nearby Pokesaaj

3) Proposed Physical Plans in Bagh Bhanjyang area:

a) Construction of One Chautari

b) Construction of waiting stop

c) Construction of public toilet

d) Arrangement of container

4) Proposed physical plans in Mahat-Bisauni Area

a) Staff quarter

b) Open Kitchen

c) Store house

d) Constructing one more storey in rest house

e) Construction of cemented building for religious shop

f) Construction of cemented drinking water tank some 50 meters below from Pahari drinking water tank.

g) Construction of Mahat-Bisauni pillar. 

h) Arrangement of container for waste management

5) Proposed Physical Plans in Deurali Bhanjyang Area:

a) Public toilet

b)Construction of Religious Shelter (Dharmashala)

c) Open Kitchen Home

d) Ring road along the border of religious forest (Dharmik Ban)

e) Religious shop (flowers, things offered to deity)

f) Completing construction of Helipad in Deuralidanda.

g) Carry out actions as per work plan in religious forest.

h) Construction of Memorial Pillar of Swami Dilananda

i) Tunnel or subterranean passage from religious forest entry area to Deurali Bhanjyang.

j) Two way slate-paved way from Mahat Bisauni to Deurali Bhanjyang and orchard in the space between two ways

k) Guest houses and open kitchen homes.

l) Improvement of historical ponds and supply water up to the way.

m) Arrangement of containers for garbage management as per need

6) Proposed Physical Plans in Maulakalika Temple area:

a. Inner ring road strolling round the area. 

b. Enlarging the temple courtyard 10ft. in the north, 16ft. in west and 18ft. in south-construction of railing by erecting pillars. 

c. Construction of sculptures of various temples, fountain of water, exhibition house of various religious-archeological antique treasures and godow. 

d. Construction of consecration pit (Homan kunda) in the western side of the temple 

e. Hut to keep sandal, shoes etc. 

f. Open Kitchen house 

g. Construction of five small temples for offering sacrifice of animals 

h. Construction of view tower 

i. Flower garden orchard 

j. Public toilet 


k. Construction of temple of 
Ganesh, Shiva, Surya and 
Bishnu around the 
temple


l. Construction of overhead tank for 
drinking water. 


m. Construction of speech room and hall


n. Construction of store and collection 
store.


o. Placing marble on the corridor of 
temple.


p. Transfer stone pillars and drinking 
water tank in the temple courtyard to 
appropriate place.


q. Alternative electricity arrangement


r. Arrangement of containers for 
garbage management

7) Proposed Physical plans in Yoga and Meditation center area:

a. Plantation of herbal plants around the forest. 

b. Construction of gardens and orchard of flower 

c. Construction of toilet 

d. Management of Drinking water 

e. Electricification 

f. Construction of eleven peaceful meditation centers. 

g. Residential house 


h. Construction of Silence 
house as in Mount Abu, 
Central area of Om shanti 

8) Proposed physical plans in Gurukul Aashram and Gaushala area:

a) Construction of Gurukul Aashram

b) Residential quarter and kitchen

c) Construction of cowshed

d)Management of drinking water, electricity and communication

e) Gardening or establishing orchard

f) Construction of Huts

g) Toilet construction

h) Construction of Temple of Goddess Saraswoti

i) Arrangement of benches for sitting purpose 

j) Construction of Bio-gas plant

k) Cow rearing

9) Proposed physical plans in Shanti Banbatika (Peace Park):

Shanti Banbatika Plan should be put forward with high priority to protect and preserve forests of Maulakalika area and, for this, the Committee should bring special programs such as users group awareness campaign, plantation of religious trees, awareness among women campaign (as women have more affection towards plant comparatively), arrangement of rest houses in different places for pilgrims and tourists, toilet, management of taps and foot trails and so on. The infrastructures will remain as indicated in the map. 

1.
Branch Gate (near bridge)

2.
Peace Pillar (after bridge with pigeon)

3.
Gardening along the left and right of snake shaped road

4.
Railing and attractive lights along snake shaped road 

5.
Hard Rock: Recently in first phase coloring and it is proposed to change into water flowing fountain later

6.
Temporary Counter (Branch) 

7.
Training Hall with capacity to accommodate minimum 50 (Especially for guest)

8.
Existing Hut no. 1 will be changed into store room

9.
Welcome Gaindakot Peace Park

10.
1.5 kms road

11. Natural forest- Addition of other fruits and herbal plants and construction of railing around the ring road that comes under this area 

12.
Democratic Park (Martyr Park) 

13.
Main Gate

14.
Two way road + lighting and with green park

15.
Entrance Gate (main gate)

16.
Parking area 

17.
One counter after entrance gate 

18.
Canteen 

19.
Construction of garden with two meters width in the gap between way to temple and down from the temple. 

20.
Stands on two sides and main way in between the stands

21.
Garden as per the new thought

22. Fish pond 

23.
Main attraction centre (Logo lighting, fountain, attractive garden) 

24.
View Tower

25.
VIP Park

26.
Picnic Spot 

a. VIP Hut - 15

b. General Hut- 30

c. Open -55 

27.
Zoo Area

28.
Toilet

29.
Children Park

30.
Swimming Pool

31.
Drain of Water

32.
Water Tank (100000 ltr) (50000 ltrs)-
two

33.
Badminton Play ground

34.
Table Tennis board – 4

10)
Proposed Programs in Rural Area:

a. An entrance gate on Pulchowk-Kkalika-entry way will be constructed

b. Second entrance gate will be constructed in the northern side of Shilanyash Chowk. 
c. Drainage system will be developed along the both sides of the way from Shilanyash to Baghkhor. 
d. Saplings of various species of trees will be planted along both side of the way to Milan Chowk from Shilanyash 
e. Construction of two-way-traffic road from Milan chowk to vehicles parking area and various flowers will be planted in the vessel of two roads by constructing an orchard. 
f. The road from bridge to Baghkhor (entrance gate) will be blacktopped. 
11) Pond/Garden: 

The master plan has proposed to enlarge small pond situated in the eastern side of Maulakalika’s entrance gate by including the land around the pond in an appropriate way. A garden along with small footpath will be constructed around the pond, where pilgrims can wander here and there. A detailed feasibility study should be undertaken there prior to its construction works, which should be put forward based on the cost estimations and technicality. 

12) View Tower (Index 08{DRW-08}): 

A proposal has been put forth to establish a View Tower on the south-western side of Maulakalika temple as Narayangarh, Bharatpur, Gaindakot and confluence of Beni are visible from the Maulakalika premises. Keeping in mind a lack of small scale hotel and lodge in the premises, construction of some guest houses, lodge or hotels has also been proposed. A concept has been floated to keep a station of cable car in Damodar Chautari since presently a trail way from only one side has linked the Maulakalika Danda. Likewise, there is another stone-paved way from the north-western side of Maulakalika to Keladi. The area will be developed as touristy and religious area if its present development goes this way. It will be inappropriate to start working without studying the area so that the work should be started after the forming the structural design. 

The master plan has proposed installing view tower in 200-meter-area as specified by Physical Development. 

13) Protected Monumental Area: 

The places under Devghat Area are very important from religious, cultural, historical and archaeological point of view so that the master plan has declared these places as protected monumental area. Following tasks should be carried out in this cluster as pointed out in the map.  

13.3.1 Provisions of Protected Monument
a.
On study and research, this area is found with history back to 15/16 century. For the excavation purpose, the area has been divided into 6 different parts such as A, B, C, D, E and F. 

b. Excavation (1 mx5m size) should be undertaken in 6 different places in trail trench style in the area. 

c. If any structures are found especially walls and so on, horizontal excavation should be applied and arrangement should be made to use the entire area as open museum. 

d. There should be a provision as indicated in the master plan for the physical development if no fossils and structures are found during excavation through trail trench. 

e. Excavation and conservation works should be carried out side by side otherwise there will be high possibility that fossils and structures may be destroyed due to lack of proper management. 

f.
The fossils found so far are generally that of 15/16 century, but there is possibility that excavation may prove them to be of more antique. 

g. On close study and observation of the currency shown in the map, it is assumed that the currency belonged to that of the ruling period of Sultans of Delhi in 15/16 century. 

h.
This area is assumed as residential area since some pots made up of mud are mainly found in F area. 

13.3.2 Works to be carried out in Protected Monumental Area:

· Excavation of the area with signs through trail trench

· Horizontal Excavation by extending trail trench if any structures are found. 

· If no fossil is found in the upper level, the excavation work should be carried out up to natural soil and later it should be maintained as previous level. 

· If any structure is found, the area should be conserved.

· The coins, pottery, Icons found in the area should be kept in exhibition in museum as per the master plan.

· New construction works can be carried out as per the archaeological standard if no any archaeological fossils are found in the area during excavation as per the plan se for the development of physical infrastructure. 

· Protection and reconstruction of relics/ruins found in Chakreshowr temple area. 

6.4 Caves:

Due to the lack of protection, preservation and sanitation, the caves of this area are becoming insignificant. For this reason, the way leading to the caves should be developed, properly cleaned and protected and preserved. Such kinds of caves are found mainly on Chitwan and Nawalparasi side. Arrangement should be made to clean up unnecessary tress around the caves and religiously important trees should be planted and cared properly. 

Chapter 7

Comprehensive details of Outer Area

7.1 Residential Area:

Residential Area is divided into 3 different parts; 

1 Area of Indigenous Nationalities

2 Settlement Areas 

3 Agricultural Areas

Firstly, the land, which is important and appropriate for agriculture, should be indentified and the infertile land should be used as residential area. Since it will be difficult to provide facility in scattered settlement, the concept of compact settlement has been put forward. That’s why; the indigenous people should be shifted to Gohitar area. Likewise, arrangement should be made for compact settlement by providing necessary facilities and advice to construct Nepali style houses by comprehensively studying as which ethnic community should be kept in which area. In this way, if art and culture of indigenous people are protected and preserved, it will help enhance their livelihood standard on one hand and on other it will attract in flow of those interested to study the cultural diversity of the area. Similarly, the remaining land will be used for agricultural purpose. 

According to the concept of this plan, residential area includes present settlements of Tanahun like Mukunda Bazar, Bataule, Kyuditar, Pipaltar, Kalimati, Gohitar and Jharkhani. As the area has compact settlement, it should be developed and managed properly. Only some parts of Bhuwantar and Jharkhani do not come under the settlement area since the land is allotted to develop it as botanical garden. Since the area does not have compact settlement, it is presumed that less number of families will be replaced from there and even if it needs to shift the households of this area, it will not be affecting the plan anymore. It seems easy to shift locals of Bhuwantar to Kyudi, Pipaltar, Bataule and so on because of the availability of public and uncultivated lands.   

Apart from this, Aaptari, Aalegaun, Ramnagar and Thimura situated on Chitwan sides and some areas of ward no.2, 1 and 3 of Gaindakot, Nawalparasi fall under settlement area. Since these places are far from the main temple, development of these places in anyway does not directly affect the temple area. But as the places come under Devghat Area, works should be accomplished as per the development standards of the area which should be charted out by carrying out comprehensive study about the development of the area and understanding the aspirations of local residents of the respective places. 

Hardi situated on Nawalparasi side is conceptualized to develop as a model village. A separate plan will be charted out and implemented in close coordination and cooperation with local people. 

7.2 Tourism Area: 

Since entire Devghat area is a religious site, matter of religious tourism becomes obvious while talking about tourism. It does not mean that there should not be any hotel, lodge and other activities associated to tourism in the religious area. It is because pilgrims are of heterogeneous nature and all pilgrims do not necessarily wish to stay in religious shelters. Therefore, tourism area has been allotted in the religious area; the concept of special religious shelter, including hotel and lodge is proposed. Pilgrims and visitors who do not wish to stay in core religious area can also reside here. This area should be declared flesh prohibited area. These tourism sites should necessarily put under the Devghat Development Area. The Devghat Area Development Committee should take initiative to build all hotels, lodge and special religious shelters in the area and bring them into operation with separate management. A good chunk of money for Devghat Area Development Committee will be generated, which will help smooth independent operation of these structures. It will also reduce the dependency on government for expenses. 

In addition, it is proposed to provide various facilities of camping site, rafting and motor boating in this area. Especially, the Nepal Government has allowed rafting facility in the Trishuli River. The Nepal Government Concerned Authority should provide even a small amount of financial assistance to the Committee so that it will be spent for the smooth operation of camping sites promoted by the Committee in various places and for other development works. In addition, if motor boating is operated in other seasons, excluding rainy season in both Trishuli and Kali Gandaki Rivers, it will indeed contribute to enable economic condition of the Committee. It is necessary to limit such entertaining activities in the River and River side as some of the devotees may not have likeliness to this. This type of arrangement will attract the inflow of foreign tourists in the area. Therefore, it seems necessary to prohibit tourists to enter into the core religious area. 

7.3 Community Service Facility Area: 

Among various services and facilities under this, the transportation service is the major one. Following is the details about facilities and improvement of transportation facilities in the area. 

7.3.1 Transport Facility:

Different types of roads have been proposed in keeping with mobility of people in the area of Devghat Area Development Committee. In the present advanced era, transportation has made all facilities easy and convenient on the one hand and on the other it has brought adverse affect on the environment thereby causing harm to people's health condition. It is necessary to make locals conscious about the scientific era by operating vehicles in other areas except trekking zone and main core religious premises keeping intact the environment of Devghat area in future. 

In addition, it seems necessary to propose a cemented road along the border of Hardi Gaun in Kali Gandaki for the Shringapath via Khairenitar, Bhimad, Ghiring of Tanahun district.  Therefore, it seems to separate the Shringapath from main religious area Tanahun Devghat and link it to the proposed road stretch on Nawalparasi side. It will reduce the possible environmental depletion in the area. Likewise, two medium-scale bridges are needed to be constructed on the proposed ways towards Nawalparasi side. First bridge is over Jukti Khola and second one in Dharapani. Apart from this, small culverts are essentially be constructed in the area. Similarly, a proposal has been put forward to construct a medium-type bridge over Deuti Khola of Tanahun, which will be beneficial for the locals of Sande Bagar. 

7.3.2 Bridge: 

Bridge is another important part of transportation. The master plan has proposed RCC bridge, suspension bridge and wooden bridge in various places. A proposal of constructing three suspension bridges has been put forward in Devghat of Tanahun since the area has been put on top priority from environmental perspectives. The suspension bridges have been proposed over Kali Gandaki river in Devpur, Trishuli river and Deuti Khola. It is necessary to arrange construction of RCC bridge over Trishuli river as it was recommended while discussing on primary report of the master plan to propose RCC bridge near Thimura. But it will be proposed later as to where the bridge to be constructed technically after study on it. 

7.3.3 Vehicles: 

In keeping with the environment regarding the vehicular movement in entire Devghat area, a concept of operating Trolley Bus or Tram has been put forward to avert pollution induced by vehicles. Therefore, a concept has been put forth to operate Trolley Bus from Gaindakot to Hardi in Nawalparasi area. Similarly, a rope way with two main stations in Keladi and Mukunda Bazar area has been proposed. The proposal includes the rope way will be operated up to Damodar Chautari in ridge below Maulakalika in south and to Satbhaiya ridge in the north. A concept is that the trolley of rope way has the capacity of 4-6 persons. 

The master plan team has recommended that the works should be put forward after comprehensive study in this connection. A proposal of arranging Safa tempo is included in addition to these vehicles in this area. A provision should be made to operate vehicles in areas other than core religious area if operating Safa Tempo is feasible. It will be helpful to avert environmental pollution if Safa Tempo is allowed to ply in the proposed 11mx8m road of Tanahun. Besides, the operation of such vehicles in the areas will be advantageous for locals. 

7.3.4 Vehicle Park: 

Besides this, Bus Park has been proposed on Tanahun, Chitwan and one each between Keladia and Hardi on side. Nawalparasi It seems to move ahead works by carrying out separate study as what types of vehicles will only be allowed to ply and to what extent environmental aspects will be given priority while proposing the vehicle park. 

7.3.5 Police Post:

A proposal has been put forth to set up a police post in Kyuditar or Pipaltar area in the outer area since it has been already mentioned in the inner religious area about police post under other community services and facilities. 

7.3.6 School and Play Ground:

Though there are schools in Kyundi, Pipaltar and Sandebagar on Tnahaun side, they are merely being operated on ad hoc basis with the emergence of various difficulties in curricular activities owing to the lack of physical facilities. Therefore, it is felt a need to arrange good educational opportunities to schools by ensuring the physical advancement of these schools. As there seems no arrangement of play ground for the sports development of schools, it is necessary to set up play ground in each school of the area for the overall development of students. Play ground has been proposed in Kyundi and Pipaltar area each for this. A play ground has also been proposed nearby school in Hardi on Nawalparasi side. 

7.3.7 Rest House and Inn: 

Realizing the need of community services and facilities like rest houses and inns in outer religious area, it has been proposed to set up a rest house or inn around Kali Temple, one around Bagiswori Temple in Chitwan, one nearby Rameswor Temple and Krishna Temple and one nearby Maulakalika Temple in Nawalparasi. It is proposed so that saints, virtuous souls and other pedestrians could stay there during nights. 

7.3.8 Drinking Water: 

Problem of drinking water is high in this area. There are some drinking water schemes on Tanahun side but the big drinking water projects operating here are found brought from Chitwan. It is visible that this water is being supplied to Kalpabasi Area and Temples of core religious area, which is not sufficient. So other people of this area do not use the tape water and are compelled to use water from sources like well and pond. It is felt urgent to manage a sustainable drinking water arrangement here so that locals residing in religious area and other various parts around Devghat Area could sufficiently use water. A comprehensive study is needed to be undertaken about stream and other water sources here and arrangement of drinking water on Chitwan and Nawalparasi sides is also needed by identifying different sources. The Devghat Area Development Committee should take special initiatives for this arrangement. A separate detailed feasibility study should be carried out to develop comprehensive project of drinking water and the Committee should manage resources and means to put forward the works specified by the technical team. It will be practical to seek support from the government since the Committee has also no substantive sources of income. A different project should be formulated to resolve water crisis surfaced in the area. The master plan team has recommended the prevailing problem of drinking water in the entire area will be resolved if water supply could be arranged from Jarayo Khola. Under this drinking water project, a reservoir could be set up in forest area of Kalimati area for water supply to other needy areas. 

7.3.9 Drainage and Sanitation: 

Drainage leveling surface should be arranged along both sides of all roads in entire Devghat area so that rain water could be flowed to the river. The chances of soil erosion will automatically be reduced if surface-leveled drainage is managed. But arrangement should not be made to link human waste (urine, excreta etc) into the drainage. All the wastes should be managed by constructing septic tank. If drainage pipes from each house are linked to the rivers unlike in Kathmandu, the Trishuli and Kali Gandaki will also not be worth place for taking dip. Therefore, each house to be constructed in this area should be with septic tank. In keeping this, the government should provide financial subsidy to the household of the area for the construction of septic tank. The Devghat Area Development Committee should take up the responsibility of constructing septic tank in public toilets in the premises. As any septic tank is for a certain period of time, alternative arrangement should be made for this. 

7.3.10 Waste (Garbage) Management: 

The rampantly thrown garbage increases with the expansion of settlement so that its timely management is important to check its negative consequences. Therefore, the Committee should form a separate garbage management sub-committee to look into the problem. Two alternatives can be proposed for this, which includes raising monthly fund from each household and mobilizing a person for the waste management by allotting a separate area for this and manufacturing organic fertilizers from organic garbage and generating income from this. Regarding the first alternative, the Committee should call all-side gathering to decide the amount of money to be raised from households. Under the second alternative, the plan is to seek grant from the government every fiscal year for garbage management purpose. 

7.3.11 Electricity Service:

No proper attention has been so far paid for the arrangement of electricity service in the area. Electricity service has not been expanded in other areas excluding Devghat in Chitwan and core religious area of Devghat in Tanahun. Therefore, it seems inevitable to expand electricity service in this area. Apart from this, industries are found operating in some places, however, in small scale. In addition, arrangement of street light is deemed necessary in newly proposed street and paths. 

As strong winds take place in the area from Gaighat to Kalimati Pipaltar during most of the time, it seems feasible to use to generate electricity energy by carrying out comprehensive study on it. 

7.4 Rural Income Generation: 

7.4.1 Farming (Index 7 DRW-04): 

It seems that it will largely help peopleof the area generate income if fresh fruits and vegetables are produced in the areas of Pipaltar, Gauritar, Jharkhani, Kalimati Kyundi of Devghat-4 and supplied to religious area and market as per the farmaculture design. 

7.4.2 Fruits: 

Fruits can be commercially produced in the area and supplied them to religious area. The areas for commercial production of fruits are Kalimati, Gohitar, Bhuwantar, Kyundi on Tanahun side, Thimura on Chitwan side and Hardi-Keladi on Nawalparasi side. 

7.4.3 Livestock: 

Livestock is one of the important sources under agriculture sector. Considering facility of grass and cattle-grazing area, the master plan has arranged cowsheds in various palces in forest areas as in Bagiswori area. Cow-rearing is a main attraction of the religious area. Cow milk is deemed important in various temples, Ashram and other religious activities. Necessary arrangement should be made under which the Committee will manage and supervise all cowsheds rather not under any Asharm or temple. Cowsheds are proposed in some palces, including Saune, Thimura and Hardi for the moment. Good utilization of dung and urine coming out from the cowsheds will be an income source, which will help make the cowshed indepentant to some extent. 

7.4.4 Irrigation: 

A concept of lift irrigation (Index 19 DRW-04) has been put forward for irrigation in fertilie land in Pipaltar, Gohitar, Jharkhani, Kalimati and Kyudi. It seems that its intake point should be started from the origin of Kalimati and expanded to other areas. Deepboring and other alternatives have been proposed in the master plan. The Committee should expedite ahead works for this by coordinating with concerned bodies after carrying out comprehensive study in this regard. The proposal of deepboring has been made since lift irrigation is not seemed much appropriate in the area. Irrigation can also be arranged in the area by protecting water sources of rivulets located in Devghat 2 and 4 and collecting it in intake point. 

If lower Seti hydropower project is implemented in future as its alternative, the reliable irrigation arrangement will be made through canel in the area. 

7.4.5 Market Management: 

Market will be arranged to supply products of the area to users and consumers. It seems appropriate to arrange market along main road towards Tanahun. 

7.4.6 Tourism Area (Index  DRW-04)

Tourism area has been allotted with a view to promoting tourism in internal and external area of Devghat. A plan is included to make necessary arrangement for camping sites in various places of river side for this. 

7.5 Forest Area (Index 9 DRW-04)

Till this date, there is mainly public forest and private forests are also seen in various places in Devghat. The wrong tendency of cleaning up forest and turning it to agriculture land has been established. It will not take more than a decade to clean up forest area of Devghat if this trend of deforestation keeps on. It seems to cluster these forests immediately into three parts so as protect and preserve this natural resource keeping in mind also the conservation of Bio-diversity of the area. 

7.5.1 Religious Forest

It includes all forest area that needs to be developed under inner religious area. No matter what species of trees and plants are here right now in the area, encouragement is to be made to plan following species of saplings. The plants include Shreekhanda, Kapoor, Peepal, Satisaal, Bijayasaal, Bel, Amala, Harro, Barro, Parijat, Gulmohar, Rudrakshya, Mango, Kadam, Painyu, Palas, Ashok, Pakuri, Dumari, Pine Apple etc. Besides, the grown-up trees are needed to be protected and encouragement is to be made for the plantation of new saplings. 

7.5.2 Community Forest: 

We have found massive encroachment of forest in various places in the area. New saplings are needed to be planted in the encroached forest area. The preservation of forest is possible if it will get developed as community forest by forming users group and entrusting them with overall responsibility for protecting forest resources. With the view to fulfilling local people's daily needs of fodder, firewood and other resources, encouragement should be made to plant fodder-yielding trees while developing the existing forest as community forestry. In addition, various species of fruit plants have been found in different areas. Therefore, it needs to inspire for the plantation of such trees, which will also be beneficial for locals. It is also felt a need to make locals informed frequently as to what types of fruits and green vegetables should be cultivated in different seasons. 

The community forests stretched in the Devghat area need to be protected and preserved. For this, the Committee should put forward programmes in coordination with Community Forest Users Group/Committees. Plantation programme is the one under which saplings of indigenous species need to be developed and planted. Besides, different religious plants, including Chandan, Rudrakshya, Sami, Bel, Bar, Peepal and other species of trees should also be planted in a gradual manner. The Forest Users Group/Committee should avail of opportunity to use wood, timber, tree branches and leaves for daily purpose for protecting and preserving forest. Sources of income generation of the Users Group should be promoted by arranging cut-down of trees considering maturity of the trees. But, for this, the Devghat Area Development Committee should necessarily seek support from Forest Office, Forest Department and other line agencies. 

7.5.3 Conserved Forest: 

It seems that it needs to gradually develop rest of the forest as conserved forest area. The Committee should arrange forest security personnel to avert deforestation in the area. It is needed to cut down trees as per the need and plant new saplings from time to time in the area. 

A separate nursery should be arranged for the plants and trees needed to develop proper forestry. Saplings of various plants/trees could be produced in the nursery and sold in a commercial manner. Considering this, it needs to arrange a nursery in Jharkhani and Bhuwantar area allocated for botanical garden. 

7.5.4 Memorial Forest Orchard (Garden): Memorial Forest Orchard should be set up demarcating appropriate place in the premises. This programme could be accomplished by putting forward a campaign to encourage people thronging Devghat to plant tree in memory of the departed souls of relatives. Various plants and trees can be planted along both sides or somewhere in between the proposed roads and proposed trekking path to add beauty to the surrounding. The trees to be planted in such roads and paths should be bushy so that it will be helpful for people to take rests during summer. 

7.5.5 Botanical Garden: 

The master plan has proposed a botanical garden in some part of Jharkhani on Tanahun side and in Letetandi in Bhuwantar area towards Nawalparasi. It is proposed with a view to build a beautiful garden by planting different species of saplings and fruits. It is aimed to construct a big glass house for planting various saplings and cactus plants and orchid house for planting its various species available in our country. It can be developed as a Botanical research center by not only limiting it as a botanical garden. 

7.6 River Area (Index 27 DRW-04)
It includes the rivers rivulets, stream etc located in the premises of Devghat. It seems to take initiative to embank river to avert soil erosion triggered by big rivers-Trishuli and Kali Gandaki. A main reason behind soil erosion is encroachment of forest area. In addition, there is high impact of soil erosion induced by each rivulet and stream coming to the rivers. So such disasters are highly seen in Bhaleri Khola, Baluwa Khola, Andheri Khola, Varjan Khola while the effect is also being seen in Deuti Khola. There is a dire need to prevent such forest encroachment so as to conserve rivers and rivulets. The initiative should be taken at the earliest so that it will not take a nasty turn. 

Save River Campaign should be conducted in an integrated manner to keep the Narayani river clean and protect the origins of all rivers and attention of all sides is a must for this. 

7.7 Park and Picnic Spot (Index 11 DRW-04)

The master plan has put forth a proposal to construct parks and picnic spots for entertainment purpose in different areas. Though economic status of our country is not so well, they do not hesitate to engage on entertaining activities. The tradition is there that people go to various places to enjoy with their family members and groups during vacations and holidays. Keeping this trend among people, the master plan has proposed parks in three places and picnic spots in other areas. A big park has been proposed in the close vicinity of Aanptari on Chitwan. Rest two parks are proposed nearby Pulchowk of Gaindakot and in Kalimati of Tanahun. The picnic spots are proposed nearby Damodar Chautari of Mauladanda, North Phedi Khola from Ganganagar, Satbhaiyadanda, around Kalimati and nearby proposed park of Aanptari. 

7.8 Graveyard (Index 13 DRW-04)

After the area is developed from all aspects, the existing two graveyards will be arranged in Devghat area and municipality of Chitwan. As it is not adequate, the master plan has proposed graveyards in various places. Among the graveyards are: 1. Bank towards South from bridge in Narayangard of Chitwan 2. Existing area of Devghat on Chitwan side 3. Towards West from Diyalo Bungalow 4. Nearby Beni Meeting Point of Devghat, Tanahun 5. Keladi of Nawalparasi 6. Bank of the Narayani River nearby Krishna Temple in Nawalparasi. 

7.9 Land Conservation: 

7.9.1 Study of Land Status:

More or less activities are carried out in the areas where human beings reside. Negative activities are also visible in the society due to unlimited aspirations and desires of people. For example land encroachment. It needs to be prevented and, for this, the Committee should take initiative to prepare area map after undertaking survey of the plot so as to protect its land. Otherwise, the Area Development Committee will be limited in its name and there is possibility that activities in the area will not be be carried out in an integrated manner but will be like piecemeal. So it is urgent to have its map prepared after the measurement of its land to mobilize the resources and means for the all round development of Devghat Area Development Committee. For this, the Committee should request the Nepal government for the allocation of necessary budget in coming days. 

7.9.2 Protection of Claimant on Land Consumption Rights: 

It is seen that the land of this area is being used by various Ashram, temple, organization and individuals in different name in Devghat Dham. Since a complicated question-Are such lands truly used for such activities?-raised, the Committee should form a committee representing people from all areas and thereby maintain records of actual price and details about the proper use of land and put forward necessary works.  

7.9.3 Protection of Land on Encroachment: 

As it is visible that around 50-60 Ropanis of land along the bank of Narayani River in Gaindakot-2 is on encroachment, the Committee should form an all-side committee to protect and utilize the land on religious functions land with the assistance of local administration and take initiative to protect other lands, if encroached, and bring them to the use of the Committee. 

7.9.4 Settlement along the River Bank: 

As settlements are being established along the river bank of this Area Development, the Committee should immediately stop this development. It is likely to mount direct effect to locals residing in the area and the river. There is high chance of flood anytime as per the river current causing loss to lives and property of people in the area. Likewise, people residing along the bank may pollute the river water. Though its effect is not visible here right now due to low number of people, its effect will be mounting with the rise of population. 

7.9.5 Protection of River Bank:

Since activities different than that mentioned in Physical Development Plan are being carried out in and around the river bank, the Committee should immediately take intervention to prevent such activities by forming all-sides meeting. It is urgent to study the activities being carried out in and around river bank and come up with concrete actions to resolve the problem in a long-term way. As an alternative, a concept of systematic housing is necessarily be implemented in the area as mentioned in Physical Development Plan. 

7.9.6 Diyalo Bungalow Area (Index 8 DRW-04)

There seems no need that the Committee pays special attention for the development of Diyalo Bungalow as it is advanced with its peculiarities. The Bungalow area will be utilized as stipulated by Nepal government in future since concrete directives have yet to come about how it will be used and for what purpose. But the Committee should take special initiative and use it for the protection and preservation of archeologically important things and for research works. 

7.10 Prevention of Soil Erosion: 

It is very significant and urgent to prevent soil erosion to maintain environmental balance since geo-structure of Devghat is very fragile. Embankments in various areas along the banks of Dedeko Puchhar Bhaleni Rivulet, Andheri Rivulet, Kyudi Rivulet, Baluwa Rivulet and Trishuli and Kali on Tanahun side are needed to be constructed. Likewise, embankment is needed for the protection of Jugedi Bridge. Similarly, special programme should be introduced to construct embankment along the banks towards East and West Narayani River on Chitwan and Nawalparasi side. Besides, construction of embankment is a must to check water current of Kali River in Hardi so it is proposed to undertake necessary study and construct dam. 

7.11 Waste Management:

The rampantly thrown garbage increases with the expansion of settlement so that its timely management is important to check its negative consequences. Therefore, the Committee should form a separate garbage management sub-committee to look into the problem. Two alternatives can be proposed for this, which includes raising monthly fund from each household and mobilizing a person for the waste management by allotting a separate area for this and manufacturing organic fertilizers from organic garbage and generating income from this. Regarding the first alternative, the Committee should call all-side gathering to decide the amount of money to be raised from households. Under the second alternative, the plan is to seek grant from the government every fiscal year for garbage management purpose. 

Among the two, first alternative is practical and it is necessary that local people should contribute to the development of own area. It will help develop sense of ownership among people thereby ensuring success and sustainability of the initiatives at local level. The assistance is essential in the beginning days, but later, the sub-committee may be independent if these works are carried out with sound management and may not need to raise fund from households for this. 

7.12 Environmental Effects and Ways to its Mitigation: 

A concept of master plan has been proposed for the development of this area with the objective of gradually developing the confluence (Beni) of the Trishuli and Kaligandaki Rivers in between Central Development Region and Mid-Western Development Region as a main pilgrimage site. The working area of the Committee, which is in Chitwan, Nawalparasi and Tanahun districts, should be developed in a planned way on long-term basis, but it is necessary to work in such a way that no harm is caused to its environment in course of its development and existing negative effects are also to be allayed. 

In Nepal, air pollution contributes much to environmental pollution. Its main reason is impurity in the petroleum products used in the vehicles plying on the roads. The intensity of pollution is all-pervasive with the vulnerable condition of the vehicles plying on the roads here. Likewise, it is found that wild animals, including birds shifted their habitats to other places with the destruction of natural resources. The massive deforestation and encroachment of its land has increased natural calamities in the area, which is likely to affect ecology on the one hand and increase environmental pollution on the other. Forest encroachment should be taken as a main effect in the area. With this, wild lives and birds are getting disappeared and forest resources are being destroyed. 

There seems no such pollution causing serious harms to the ecology here but sporadic pollution-increasing activities are still visible. Pollution caused by human excreta and solid wastes coming out from daily consumable goods can be taken as an example. It has largely caused detrimental effects on core religious area and its surrounding area where density of population is high. The rain during the rainy season sweeps away all wastes to Trishuli and Kaligandaki via steep hill streams. It is urgent to take some initiatives to get rid this area from environmental pollution and make it clean and panoramic and make the society practice the culture for this. Legal arrangement should be made to take stern actions against individuals, organizations and entrepreneurs who do not abide by the rules and regulations as well as bring the guilty to book. 

Way Forward: 

1. The current encroachment of forest should be prevented at the earliest. The Area Development Committee should plant saplings in the encroached land and come up with special programme for the protection of plants. 

2. Activities causing obstruction to the current of rivers, rivulets and streams should be immediately stopped. 

3. The Area Development Committee should take initiative for allotting forest area and handing over it to Users Committee for the protection and preservation of forest. 

4. There should be provision that the Devghat Area Development Committee should have control on Users Committee and the Users Committee should utilize forest products remaining under Area Development Committee. 

5. It is necessary that the Area Development Committee should form a sub-committee and carry out works through this committee for the management of house wastes. 

6. The Area Development Committee should mandatorily enforce the standards of Septic Tank and Soak Pit while constructing house for the management of toilet related wastes. 

7. It is needed to inspire to construct Septic Tank and Soak Pit in old-fashioned buildings where such structures were not constructed. For this, the Area Development Committee should undertake study in this regard and make request to the government for assistance based on the study. 

8. Soil erosion preventive works should be carried out in the areas where soil erosion took place and is likely, and measures on the prevention of soil erosion should be taken in coordination with Forest Office. 

9. Arrangement should be made to flow the rain water to the river by flowing the water first to Rainy Drain through Surface Drain The Soak Pit of house wastes should not be linked to Rainy Drain constructed as per above-mentioned way. The Committee should timely monitor to prevent such works. 

10. The industries, which are on operation and will be into operation, should be pollution free. Entry of industries, which will pollute the environment, should be banned, and rules and regulation should be in place accordingly for this. 

11. Vehicles, which are to be brought into operation in the area, should also be pollution free. The Committee should take initiative to allow operating only the electric vehicles, gas operating vehicle and vehicles that are declared pollution free or producing least pollution effect by Department of Transport Management. 

12. Ban should be imposed to run industries likely to cause harms to environment up to 50 kilometer upward from Devghat Dham of Kaligandaki and Trishuli rivers. Regarding the established industries in the area, the Development Committee, in coordination with Nepal government, should transfer or neutralize the industries if they are detrimental from environmental point of view. Arrangement should be made so that noise pollution should not take place in the religious area. 

13. The sales of alcoholic things are to be strongly banned in the core religious pan.

14. Arrangement should be made to inscribe classical sayings, Vedic lines, religious quotations and expressions highlighting the importance of Devghat in singamarmar and put them with decoration in appropriate places along the main road. 

7.13 Local Participation: 

It is necessary that local people should contribute to the development of own area. It will help develop sense of ownership among people thereby ensuring success and sustainability of the initiatives at local level. The assistance is essential in the beginning days, but later, the sub-committee may be independent if these works are carried out with sound management and may not need to raise fund from households for this. 

7.14 Public Awareness Creating Programme: 

The Committee should conduct following public awareness creating programme

· Enforce standards on physical infrastructure 

· Enforce social code-of-conduct

· Prohibit animal sacrifice and liquor

· Prohibit gambling and addiction/abuse

7.15 Conclusion: 

The master plan has been prepared on the proactive initiation of the Devghat Area Development Committee with the sole objective of developing this area a beautiful destination keeping intact its incredible features and abundant potentials. The preparation of master plan is not a complete task in itself. Its implementation is important. For this, the Committee should be consistent to play lead role while local temples, monasteries, organizations and social personalities have also equally significant role. If the master plan presented by the Committee is implemented with supports from all walks of life, there will no doubt that the specialties and significance of holy pilgrimage site Devghat will be further explored and expanded. 

Appendix Chapter:
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The End

